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—  SECTION  I 


'I  his  sawmill  was  erected  in  New  York  Mills  in  1872  by  the  New  York  Mills 
Company.  It  was  located  on  the  west  side  of  what  is  now  known  as  Central 
Park.  It  was  dismantled  in  the  year  1882. 


PREAMBLE 


This  volume  is  the  result  of  an  intense  civic 
pride  and  faith  in  the  simple  truths  which  in 
all  reality  are  the  milestones  of  human  progress 
here  in  the  middlewest  and  specifically  in  New 
York  Mills,  Minn.,  now  celebrating  its  diamond 
jubilee.  We  wish  to  make  the  past,  with  its  trad- 
itions and  lessons  more  real;  and  the  forebears 
of  this  locality,  who  built  this  great  community, 
more  alive,  which  in  turn  will  give  us  a  better 
understanding  of  ourselves  and  our  neighbors. 

The  remarkable  display  of  illustrations,  most 
of  which  have  never  before  appeared  in  print, 
will  give  a  heretofore  unknown  thrill  of  person- 
al acquaintanceship  with  the  past  in  relation  to 
the  present  and  will  serve  as  a  prelude  to  the 
coming  centennial  celebration  of  a  future  gen- 
eration. 

Publication  of  this  book  originated  in  the 
meetings  of  the  local  Civic  and  Commerce  as- 
sociation which  organization  is  leading  the  com- 


munity into  a  new  era.  We  must  not  forget,  how- 
ever, the  pioneers  of  the  past,  the  good  people,  the 
interesting  people  of  the  bygone  days.  You  will 
be  pleasantly  surprised  and  charmed  at  the  many 
folks  you  find  in  these  pages.  We  salute  these 
pioneers  of  the  past  years  and  proudly  look  forward 
to  the  future  along  avenues  of  endeavor  in 
many  fields  that  lie  ahead  of  us  in  New  York 
Mills  and  surrounding  areas.  Past,  present  and 
future  are  here  united  into  a  complete  entity  which 
shed  light  on  the  75  years  of  progress  which 
we  here  depict. 

"Oh,  bring  us  back  once  more 
The  vanished  days  of  yore, 

When  the  world  with  faith  was  filled; 

Bring  back  the  fervid  zeal, 
The  hearts  of  fire  and  steel, 

The  hands  that  believe  and  build. 

—Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow. 


ABOUT    H  ISTORY 


An  oxcart  on  a  New  York  Mills  street  in  the  19th  century 


THE  WRITING  of  history  may  lack  the  glamor  and 
excitement  of  fiction,  but  it  is  a  labor  on  which  the 
greatest  purity  and  integrity  of  purpose  are  never 
wasted. 

What  is  done  in  this  quiet  and  disciplined  realm 
can  have,  when  it  is  done  with  honesty  and  insight 
and  devotion,  a  dignity  second  to  that  of  no  other 
branch  of  writing. 


— George  Kennan  in  the  New  York  Times. 


Aerial  Views  of  New  York  Mills 


FOREWO  RD 


An  "aerial"  view  taken  from  the  depot  water  tower  in  1908 


Look  about  you — the  work  of  pioneer  people 
lies  before  your  eyes — the  green  pastures,  rolling 
fields,  homes,  farms,  schools,  churches  all  pro- 
claim the  courage  of  the  men  and  women  who 
came  here  to  found  a  new  community  75  years 
ago.  We  are  the  recipients  of  the  fruit  of  their 
labors.  The  picture  is  one  of  courage,  accomplish- 
ments and  free  enterprise.  Time  changes  the  scene 
but  beneath  our  feet  is  the  very  ground  on  which 
the  early  settlers  trod.  Some  old  landmarks,  very 
few  in  number,  remain,  but  they  were  once  the 
settings  on  the  stage  of  time.  New  vistas  have 
come  before  us,  and  we  are  in  turn  building  on 
the  foundation  of  the  past.  New  homes,  business 
enterprises  and  factories  are  being  built  in  our 
community. 

Though  we  live  in  the  present  with  our  hopes 
and  faith  in  the  future,  the  deep  roots  of  our  char- 
acter lie  in  the  past.  The  historical  past  of  New 
York  Mills  is  important  to  us  as  a  stepping  stone  to 
the  future.  We  must  reminisce  and  try  to  visualize 
some  of  the  forces  which  have  developed  our  area. 
One  of  the  best  ways  of  recapturing  the  quality  of 
those  long-vanished  days  in  the  life  of  this  com- 
munity is  through  the  eyes  of  those  who,  in  their 
time,  knew  their  community  best.  This  is  one  of 
the  values  of  history.  We  present  a  picture  story 
of  that  past. 

This  book  can  record  little  more  than  a  small 
part  of  the  history  of  New  York  Mills  and  its 
development  during  the  past  75  years.  It  does 
not  attempt  to  be  a  complete  history  or  story  of 
our  community  and  surrounding  area.  But  the 
scenes  depicted  and  described  are  typical  examples 
of  the  atmosphere,  character  and  appearance  of 
the  different  locations  at  various  times  in  the  past. 

It  must  be  stated  at  the  outset,  that  history 


must  always  be  a  compromise  between  many 
opinions  and  varying  points  of  view.  In  reach- 
ing the  compromise,  however,  much  of  the  ex- 
citement of  the  past  era  may  be  lost  as  the  human 
emotions  are  filtered  out.  It  is  very  rewarding, 
however,  to  look  at  events  of  the  past  through  the 
eyes  of  many  competent  witnesses  and  with  the 
aid  of  pictures  to  compile  a  picture  of  the  past. 
The  scene  then  comes  to  life  and  the  people  of 
the  past  era  are  once  again  before  our  very  eyes 
as  they  were  in  the  days  of  yore. 

The  pictures  and  stories  were  chosen  for  general 
interest  in  each  instance,  and  to  demonstrate  to 
the  present  citizens  of  our  community  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place.  The  changes  go  on  and 
on,  affecting  our  lives  and  the  shape  of  our  com- 
munity. 

The  preservation  of  historical  buildings  is  not 
possible  in  a  community  like  ours.  They  are  of 
necessity  sacrificed  to  the  demands  of  progress. 
There  is  very  little  physical  evidence  of  early 
New  York  Mills  history.  There  is,  however,  a  pic- 
ture of  the  vast  possibilities  we  have  for  the 
future;  the  industrial  development,  building  of 
factories,  business  enterprises  and  institutions. 

In  conclusion,  we  draw  your  attention  to  the 
living  spirit  of  the  past  of  which  there  is  so 
very  little  evidence.  That  is  why  we  attempt  to 
bring  to  light  the  scenes  of  the  past  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  Diamond  Jubilee  celebration  in  New 
York  Mills.  We  breathe  life  into  some  of  the 
almost-forgotten  memories  that  lead  on  through 
the  years  to  the  present.  We  are  part  of  the 
present  and  see  a  bright  future  for  New  York 
Mills  and  the  surrounding  area.  In  another  75 
years  we  are  certain  that  new  facts  will  be  added  to 
this  picture  story  of  our  town. 


Indians  and  Settlers 


New  York  Mills  and  surrounding  area  was  a 
territory  where  the  Indians  lived  before  the  ad- 
vent of  the  white  man  and  the  first  settlers.  The 
Indians  living  here  were  friendly  and  only  a 
few  legends  are  told  of  conflicts  between  the 
newcomers  and  the  Indians. 

The  Indians  assisted  the  newcomers  in 
drawing  maps  of  the  area  and  they  helped  set- 
tlers in  many  other  ways.  Most  of  the  tribes 
were  living  on  their  tracts  which  are  reservations. 
The  outlaw  type  of  Indian  was  not  a  resident  of 
this  area,  but  there  are  stories  of  how  the  rem- 
nants of  the  Sioux  tribes  came  to  hunt  and  were 
in  contact  with  the  early  settlers.  New  York 
Mills  and  the  surrounding  area  was  a  haven  for 
these  as  well  as  other  hunters.  Indians  were  living 
on  all  sides  of  the  early  settlers.  We  are  told 
of  seven  Indian  families  living  to  the  east  of 
a  family  who  came  as  early  settlers  and  started 
farming.  Indians  helped  the  pioneer  family  in 
gardening,  in  making  firewood,  in  carrying  water 
and  numerous  other  daily  tasks.  The  Indian 
children  played  with  the  early  settler's  children. 
Provisions  were  exchanged  by  the  settlers  and 
the  Indians. 

The  only  incident  that  has  come  to  our  attention 
in  regards  to  an  attrocity  that  may  have  happened 
was  the  story  of  a  certain  farmer  who  was  taking 
provisions  to  Wadena  in  the  early  days.  He  lived 
to  the  south  of  the  village  and  raised  veget- 
ables which  were  sold  in  Wadena.  The  trip  to 


Wadena  was  long  but  was  not  considered  danger- 
ous. Hostile  Indians,  who  were  living  to  the  north 
of  Wadena,  stopped  the  farmer  on  his  way,  and 
reportedly  robbed  and  murdered  the  man.  The 
sheriff  from  Fergus  Falls  came  down  to  investi- 
gate, but  we  have  been  unable  to  trace  down  the 
names  of  the  parties  concerned. 

Dogs,  which  were  owned  by  the  early  settlers, 
were  on  guard  against  the  Indians,  and  the  Indians 
had  trouble  with  the  pioneer's  "faithful  friend".  A 
dog  that  was  owned  by  a  white  man  had  bitten  an 
Indian  hunter  in  this  area  and  the  Indian  in  turn 
killed  the  dog.  In  investigating  the  disappearance 
of  his  dog,  the  white  man  was  told  in  sign 
language  that  the  dog  was  killed  as  it  was  not  fit 
to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Indians.  Later  on,  the 
Indians  gave  a  puppy  to  a  pioneer  family.  Dogs 
were  raised  to  become  expert  guards  against 
frontier  dangers  and  against  animals  which  came 
to  molest  the  white  man  as  he  opened  up  new 
land.  Hunting  was  good  and  so  was  fishing  in  the 
area,  and  the  exchange  of  venison,  fowl  and  fish 
was  customary  with  the  Indians. 

This  area  was  included  in  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians,  and  this  accounts  for  the  fact  that  trouble 
was  not  in  store  for  the  first  settlers.  Build- 
ing of  the  railroad  was  also  providing  work  and 
bringing  the  Indian  in  contact  with  new  people 
on  a  large  scale.  Indians  gradually  moved  north 
to  live  on  the  land  allotted  to  them  and  before 
long  were  almost  entirely  gone  from  this  area. 


Pictured  here  is  the  type  of  home  that  the  white 
settler  showed  the  tent-living  Indians.  This  log  house 
was  built  in  1885  in  Butler  township  by  Gotlieb  Zepper 
and  was  used  as  a  home  until  the  early  1940's  when 
John  Braukmann,  who  now  owns  the  farm,  tore  it  down. 
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"Come  to  Minnesota  —  Mill  hands  and  timber 
cutters  needed  —  Large  forested  area  promises 
prosperity!  Homesteads  available!" 

Advertisements  of  this  type  were  read  in  news- 
papers by  interested  people  in  Michigan,  New 
York  and  other  areas  back  East  in  the  1870's 
and  1880's. 

Some  of  these  advertisements  may  have  been 
placed  by  officers  of  the  New  York  Mills  Company, 
pioneer  lumbering  firm  that  established  mills 
and  lumbering  operations  in  New  York  Mills,  be- 
cause when  people  followed  up  the  advertisements 
they  were  directed  to  the  site  that  later  became 
New  York  Mills,  Minnesota. 

And  so  a  town  was  born  —  in  a  few  short 
years  a  wilderness  was  turned  into  a  community 
of  hardy,  adventurous  people  who  were  looking 
for  a  new  place  in  which  to  earn  their  livelihood 
and  raise  their  families. 

In  1870  New  York  Mills  was  unknown,  name- 
less, without  population  and  without  a  railroad. 

However,  the  thought  of  a  community  being 
established  here  had  apparently  already  germinat- 
ed in  the  mind  of  one  Dr.  Van  Aernam  who  was 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Dr.  Van  Aernam  was  a  veteran  politician  and 
had  served  during  the  Civil  War  with  troops 
from  his  state,  New  York.  He  succeeded  to  his 
governmental  post  in  1868  and  held  that  office 
at  the  time  of  the  preparation  and  passing  of  legis- 
lation that  provided  for  land  grants  issued  to  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway. 

The  field  notes  of  the  government  surveyors 
were  convenient  to  his  investigation  and  showed 
the  nature  of  the  various  pieces  of  land  along 
the  proposed  line.  Land  Script  was  available  at 
this  time  for  land  which  could  be  purchased  for 
a  few  cents  an  acre. 

With  this  information  at  his  disposal,  Dr.  Aer- 
nam apparently  saw  the  opportunity  for  the  de- 


velopment of  a  big  lumber  business  in  the  area 
which  was  to  become  known  as  New  York  Mills, 
a  name  suggested  by  the  company  he  formed 
of  men  from  his  home  community  of  Olean, 
New  York. 

New  York  Mills  thus  had  its  birth  in  the  mind 
of  a  man  before  the  community  was  anything 
but  the  center  of  a  vast  wilderness  of  tall  trees, 
populated  by  wandering  Indians  and  the  animals 
of  the  forest. 

This  New  York  Mills  Company  was  organized  in 
Olean,  New  York,  in  1872.  It  was  a  partnership 
composed  of  Dr.  Van  Aernam,  Olcot  P.  Boardman 
and  George  L.  Cornwell.  Dr.  Van  Aernam  was 
the  man  with  the  dream  who  saw  wealth  in  the 
timber  of  the  area;  Boardman  was  the  financier, 
and  Cornwell  was  a  practical  lumber  man.  Here 
was  the  triumvirate  that  not  only  resulted  in  the 
community  of  New  York  Mills,  but  that  has 
made  America  great  throughout  the  years,  the 
triumvirate  of  the  Idea,  of  Capital  and  of  Labor 
merged  together  to  forge  a  working  unit  for 
development  of  resources  for  the  use  of  mankind. 

The  Northern  Pacific  railroad  was  built  through 
Otter  Tail  County  in  1871,  passing  through  New 
York  Mills.  The  first  car-lot  shipment  of  material 


Early  business  establishments.  May  have  been  located 
on  corner  where  Liberty  Theatre  now  stands. 
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to  come  on  the  train  to  New  York  Mills  were 
supplies  lor  the  sawmill  that  was  built  here 
by  the  New  York  Mills  Company  and  received 
by  Cornwell  who  had  come  on  ahead  to  start 
operations. 

This  company  made  arrangements  to  build 
their  saw  mill  in  Section  Eight  of  the  township 
(then  not  named)  located  here.  This  section  is 
the  present  townsite. 

And  so  it  was,  that  this  area  became  populated. 
People  from  far  and  wide  responded  to  the  ad- 
vertisements placed  in  papers  throughout  the 
country  to  come  and  work  in  the  sawmills  in 
New  York  Mills  and  to  cut  timber  in  the  vast 
forest  of  that  time. 


The  trees  that  "populated"  New  York  Mills 
were  white  pine,  white  and  red  oak,  tamarack, 
spruce  and  balsam.  These  were  the  more  valu- 
able trees,  and  some  white  pine  had  a  diameter 
of  four  feet.  Children  living  in  the  area  enjoyed 
playing  on  top  of  the  flat-surfaced  stumps  that 
were  left  after  the  giants  had  been  sawed  and 
hauled  to  the  mill. 

The  white  pine  was  all  made  into  lumber  in 
the  mills,  the  white  and  red  oak  were  used  for 
making  lumber  and  railroad  ties  and  the  tamarack, 
spruce  and  balsam  were  used  for  cordwood,  and 
for  fence  rails  and  posts.  And  it  was  these  trees 
that  spurred  a  man's  imagination  for  the  creation 
of  a  town. 


Community  Becomes  A  Village 


Most  of  the  very  first  settlers  to  come  to  New 
York  Mills,  those  that  came  in  1872  and  immedi- 
ately thereafter,  were  single  men  who  lived  in 
boarding  houses  and  worked  in  the  forests  and 
the  mills. 

One  of  the  first  men  to  come  here,  whose  name 
is  still  remembered  throughout  Otter  Tail  county, 
was  R.  L.  Frazee.  The  greater  part  of  New  York 
Mills  is  on  land  that  was  originally  homesteaded 
by  him. 

Mr.  Frazee  was  also  instrumental  in  establishing 
the  sawmill  industry  here.  He  either  established 
his  own  sawmill  here  in  1872  or  had  a  part  in 
the  establishing  of  the  New  York  Mills  Company. 
At  any  rate,  what  interests  he  did  have,  he  sold 
to  the  New  York  Mills  Company  and  moved  on 
to  what  is  now  the  site  of  Frazee  in  1873.  That 
community  was  named  after  him.  He  came  to 
New  York  Mills  from  Ottertail  and  moved  from 
Frazee  to  Pelican  Rapids  where  he  was  a  pro- 
minent citizen  and  where  some  of  his  descendants 
still  live. 

The  fact  that  the  railroad  came  through  this 
community  at  such  an  early  date,  made  it  very 
accessible  to  mill  hands  and  sawyers  and  also 
to  homesteaders  to  whom  the  opportunity  to 
work  while  they  established  their  farms  was  very 
appealing. 

The  construction  of  a  few  buildings  began  in 
1876  when  a  boarding  house,  later  to  become 
the  Roller  residence,  was  constructed  by  the 
lumber  company  and  sold  to  George  Reynolds.  Levi 
Walker  operated  the  boarding  house.  Mr.  Walker 
later  moved  to  the  community  that  was  to  bear 
his  name,  Walker,  Minnesota.  Most  of  the 
earlier  constructed  buildings  have  either  been 
torn  down  or  burned,  but  the  building  oc- 
cupied by  the  Corner  Cafe  was  built  before 
1880  by  the  New  York  Mills  Company.  The  com- 
pany operated  a  general  store  managed  by  Tous- 
ley  and  Cornwell  there  for  some  years  before  sell- 
ing it  to  Jerry  C.  Winslow. 


Up  to  1880  the  town  was  not  yet  platted  and 
its  population  was,  for  the  most  part,  composed 
of  mill  hands  who  boarded.  There  were  very  few 
homes  and  business  places.  Farming  and  dairying 
were  unknown  and  farm  produce  was  shipped  in 
from  Minneapolis. 

In  1882  the  New  York  Mills  (Lumber)  Com- 
pany was  dissolved  and  the  mill  located  in  Central 
Park  was  torn  down.  During  that  same  year,  the 
Dakota  Lumber  Co.,  managed  by  John  Miggens, 
constructed  a  mill  south  of  the  tracks,  across 
from  the  depot,  where  they  carried  on  a  business 
for  many  years. 

Old-timers  in  the  community  report  that  there 
have  been  four  large  saw  mills  here.  In  addition 
to  the  two  already  mentioned,  another  large  mill 
was  located  on  the  south  side  of  town,  about  two 
blocks  south  of  the  depot  and  a  fourth  mill  was 
located  on  the  west  side  of  town  in  the  approxi- 
mate location  of  the  present  York  Industries 
building. 

As  the  community  continued  to  grow,  "300 
souls"  by  1884,  the  need  for  municipal  govern- 
ment was  felt.  Prior  to  filing  for  incorporation  the 
village  was  platted  in  1883  by  E.  W.  Jones  for 
the  following  proprietors:  Henry  and  Anna  Van 
Aernam,  O.  P.  and  Marshia  Boardman,  S.  D.  and 
A.  P.  Brown  (his  wife)  and  George  L.  and  Ada 
Cornwell.  This  plat  was  recorded  on  October 
12,  1883. 

A  petition  for  incorporation,  dated  January  7, 
1884,  was  prepared  pursuant  to  chapter  17  of 
the  General  Laws  of  1883,  and  signed  by  the  fol- 
lowing legal  voters  of  the  proposed  incorporation: 
C.  H.  Yates,  A.  Caniff,  E.  F.  Yates,  Charles  J. 
Johnson,  Olaf  Pary,  Fred  Reynolds,  O.  A.  Austin, 
M.  Henrickson,  August  Sitz,  Ferdinand  Stoltz, 
W.  H.  Norton,  John  D.  Campbell,  B.  P.  Duffin, 
A.  H.  Norton,  F.  H.  Stull,  C.  E.  Kimberlin,  A. 
McNally,  A.  P.  Hahn,  C.  W.  Fiske,  F.  Dixon, 
C.  W.  Reynolds,  A.  O.  Sherman,  W.  C.  Bickel, 
J.  W.  Kinney,  Levi  Stevens,  A.  W.  Taylor,  C.  H. 
Gilman,  William  L.  Taylor,  H.  Maratz,  H.  W. 
Nunn,  Alexander  Watson,  A.  S.  Blowers  and 
Levi  Walker. 

In  their  petition  for  incorporation,  the  people 
of  New  York  Mills  wrote  that  "The  social  as 
well  as  the  business  interests  of  said  territory 
will  be  greatly  benefited  by  a  municipal  form  of 
government  as  the  said  town  is  situated  on  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  and  is  a  supply  station 
for  large  numbers  of  railroad  men  and  lum- 
bermen." 

The  petition  also  states  that  the  village  has  a 
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population  of  "Three  hundred  Souls"  scattered 
over  an  area  of  1280  acres. 

This  petition  was  presented  to  the  Judge  of 
the  District  Court,  S.  W.  Collins,  and  on  May  27, 
1884,  he  granted  the  request  of  the  petitioners. 
The  Judge  appointed  John  Meggins,  A.  P.  Helm, 
and  O.  A.  Austin  as  judges  of  the  first  election 
for  village  officials. 

In  1882  and  1884  buildings  were  constructed 
and  the  streets  given  names  after  the  old  citizens 
who  were  still  in  the  community.  They  were  named 
as  follows:  Hayes,  Walker,  Main  and  Tousley, 
running  north  and  south;  Gilman,  Cornwell  and 
Front,  running  east  and  west. 

New  York  Mills  did  not  lack  for  interest  on  the 
part  of  citizens  to  have  a  platted  community 
established.  Actually,  another  village  was  platted 


here  before  New  York  Mills  was  platted.  This 
was  called  Boardman  and  was  located  in  Section 
7,  on  railroad  land,  west  of  the  depot  and 
south  of  the  tracks.  However,  when  New  York 
Mills  was  platted  just  one-half  mile  east  of  this 
site  the  same  year,  it  soon  lost  its  individual  ident- 
ity and  became  known  as  Boardman's  Addition 
to  New  York  Mills. 

Streets  in  Boardman's  Addition  were  named: 
Washington,  Jefferson,  Van  Buren,  Lafayette 
and  Main.  The  area  did  not  "catch  on"  as  either 
a  business  or  residential  site  and  is  now  a  part 
of  Newton  township.  It  is  located  west  and  north 
of  Greenwood  Cemetery.  It  was  platted  by  T.  W. 
Jones  for  Alexander  Watson,  Henry  T.  Turner 
and  John  Harrigan. 


East  side  of  Main  Street.  Present  bank  corner  on  right. 


From  Three  Hundred  Souls  . . . 


From  the  "300  souls"  of  1884,  New  York  Mills 
has  grown  continuously  until  today,  75  years 
later,  it  numbers  somewhat  over  1,000  "souls". 

In  the  year  1890  the  census  credited  New  York 
Mills  with  a  population  of  260,  in  1900  the  pop- 
ulation was  353,  in  1910,  474,  in  1930  it  was  674, 
in  1940  it  was  771,  in  1950  it  was  976  and  in 
1960  it  is  expected  to  total  well  over  1,000. 
In  addition  to  this  registered  population  for  the 
village  proper,  New  York  Mills  has  a  suburb 
known  as  "Toonerville"  or  "Newtonville",  as  it 
is  more  appropriately  referred  to,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  another  200  persons. 

The  early  growth  of  New  York  Mills  was  com- 
paratively slow  when  one  considers  the  amount 
of  industry  there  was  in  the  community  and  the 
surrounding  farm  area  that  gradually  became 
quite  heavily  populated. 

Early  history  records  a  reason  for  this.  In 
the  year  1883,  much  of  the  land  in  the  village 
was  owned  by  the  members  of  the  New  York 
Mills  Company.    After  closing  down  their  mill 


in  1882,  they  still  retained  ownership  of  the 
land  in  the  village. 

Trouble  between  the  members  of  the  company 
and  their  agent  in  Fargo,  and  between  the  part- 
ners themselves,  resulted  in  ligitation  that  tied  up 
most  of  the  available  property  in  the  village. 

Ambia  S.  Blowers  became  connected  with  the 
company  at  about  that  time.  There  are  now  two 
additions  in  the  village  named  after  Mr.  Blowers, 
they  are  Blowers'  First  Addition  and  Blowers'  Sec- 
ond Addition  and  also  Blowers  township.  Mr. 
Blowers  had  operated  a  store  in  New  York  Mills. 
He  moved  to  Portland,  Ore.  in  1889. 

The  resultant  litigation  from  the  disputes 
between  the  members  of  this  company  and  with 
their  agent  made  it  impossible  for  persons  wish- 
ing to  buy  lots  in  the  village  to  get  title  to  them. 
This  condition  even  extended  to  some  of  the 
land  surrounding  the  village  which  was  owned 
by  the  disputants. 

This  condition  continued  for  eight  years,  and 
many  settlers  desiring  to  live  in  this  part  of 
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These  buildings,  on  the  west  end  of  Front  street,  burned  down  in  1905.  The  building  on  the  left  is  the  hotel  in  which 
the  fire  started.  In  this  picture,  taken  in  1899,  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  Stella  Kimberlin,  Pearl  Rablin,  John,  Art, 
and  Bill  Randell,  William  Kiff  and  an  unidentified  person. 


Minnesota  located  in  either  Perham  or  Wadena, 
because  of  their  inability  to  get  title  to  land  in  New 
York  Mills.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  titles  owned  by  peo- 
ple in  the  1920s,  30's  and  even  yet  in  the  40's  had 
a  "cloud"  on  them  because  of  this  problem  dating 
back  to  the  1880's.  These  people,  in  this  later 
date,  found  it  necessary  to  have  their  titles 
"cleared"  by  legal  action. 

In  1890,  William  V.  Smith,  a  lawyer  in  the 
city  of  Olean,  New  York,  was  consulted  by  Olcot 
B.  Boardman  regarding  the  best  manner  for  the 
New  York  Mills  Company  to  handle  its  property. 
A  plan  was  worked  out  which  gave  Mr.  Smith 
power  of  attorney  for  the  company  and  he  came 
to  New  York  Mills  in  1891. 

Mr.  Smith  realized  the  plight  of  the  little  city 
and  moved  with  dispatch  to  overcome  the  ad- 
vantage gained  by  Wadena  and  Perham  during 
the  eight  years  of  litigation. 

Through  his  efforts  the  school  site  (now  high 
school  site)  was  given  to  the  district  and  religious 
institutions  were  provided  with  lands  for  their 
churches.  Mr.  Smith  also  gave  the  village  the 
property  known  as  "Smith  Park"  as  a  personal  gift. 

This  report  regarding  the  litigation  and  Mr. 
Smith's  interest  in  New  York  Mills  was  recorded 
in  the  New  York  Mills  Herald  in  May,  1928, 
when  Mr.  Smith  visited  this  community  and  gave 
the  information  to  Mr.  Jesse  Schunk,  attorney  in 
New  York  Mills.  Mr.  Smith  was  71  years  of  age 
at  that  time  and  Mr.  Schunk  comments  as  follows 
about  him:  "Mr.  Smith  has  now  reached  the  age 
of  71  years  and  is  possessed  of  a  kindly  disposi- 
tion, a  fine  sense  of  humor  and  keen,  clear 
penetrating  vision.  The  hand  of  time  has  been  laid 
upon  him  lightly  and  he  holds  those  friendships 
made  upon  his  first  visit  here  in  such  regard  as 
to  prove  him  a  high  class  citizen  and  a  man 
that  it  is  a  privilege  to  know." 

—  11 


With  this  growth  of  population  from  nothing 
to  over  1,000,  the  needs  and  demands  of  a  com- 
munity grow.  It  is  fortunate  that  New  York  Mills 
was  conceived  just  prior  to  an  era  of  great  scien- 
tific achievement,  because  the  town  has  been  able 
to  benefit  from  developing  in  this  era. 

The  first  pictorial  view  that  we  have  of  New 
York  Mills  is  of  three  men  sawing  lumber  to  erect 
a  small  building.  Today  the  town  is  a  bee-hive 
of  activity  and  presents  as  neat  an  appearance  as 
any  small  town  in  the  state  of  Minnesota. 

In  the  very  early  days  the  streets  were  prac- 
tically impassable  whenever  it  rained.  Fortunate- 
ly oxen  were  strong  and  the  few  such  beasts  of 
burden  that  were  in  the  area  pulled  the  wagons 
out  of  the  mud.  Wooden  sidewalks  were  construct- 
ed in  the  early  days  which  helped  keep  the  pe- 
destrians out  of  the  mud  and  dust. 

There  is  also  a  report  about  the  "one  road"  that 
led  out  of  town  into  the  beginnings  of  the  farm- 
ing area,  known  as  the  "old  hay  road".  This  road 
twisted  and  curved  around  slough  holes  and  made 
a  distance  of  seven  miles  out  of  what  would  norm- 
ally be  a  two  mile  route  had  the  road  been  straight. 

As  the  town  developed,  cement  sidewalks  were 
built.  These  were  already  started  in  the  year  1904 
when  the  first  cement  sidewalk  was  laid  on  the 
west  side  of  Main  street.  Hans  C.  Hanson  was 
mayor  at  that  time,  and  it  is  reported  that  within 
the  next  couple  of  years  all  of  the  wooden  side- 
walks were  replaced  with  cement  walks. 

Although  the  streets  of  New  York  Mills  were 
unlighted  for  many  years,  progress  demanded  il- 
lumination and  kerosene  lamps  were  placed  atop 
posts  along  the  sidewalks  to  light  the  way.  In  about 
the  year  1910  kerosene  gave  way  to  electricity  and 
in  1947  the  present  "White  Way"  lights  were  put 
up  in  the  downtown  area. 

It  took  many  years,  however,  before  the  mud 


Olaf  Pary's  first  store  building  constructed  about  1881 

was  entirely  removed  from  the  streets  of  New 
York  Mills.  The  first  paved  street  in  town  was 
Front  street.  This  was  paved  when  it  became 
Highway  No.  10  in  about  the  year  1928  during 
the  period  when  "Babcock  was  taking  Minnesota 
out  of  the  mud."  This  street  received  cement 
treatment  in  1939  when  the  highway  was  again 
paved.  A  dust  coat  surfacing  was  placed  on  a 
number  of  local  streets  in  the  forties,  but  the 
real  surfacing  project  took  place  in  the  early  50's 
when  New  York  Mills  put  in  curbs,  gutters,  storm 
sewers  and  paved  the  streets  from  curb  to  curb. 
This  is  one  of  the  projects  for  which  Mayor  John 
Mark  has  achieved  renown.  It  might  be  added 
here  that  almost  all  of  the  big  projects  in  the 
town  ocurred  during  the  years  when  Mayor  Mark 
has  been  in  office. 

Other  demands  of  modern  day  living  were  met 
in  the  mid-thirties  when  "The  Specialist"  was  put 


out  of  business  by  the  advent  of  a  water  and 
sewer  system  in  New  York  Mills.  This  was  done 
by  the  assistance  of  the  then  popular  WPA  and 
PWA  projects.  This  type  of  project  also  built  New 
York  Mills  its  fine  city  hall  building  in  1939.  Prior 
to  that  time  the  city  hall  was  located  in  the  frame 
building  now  used  by  the  water  department  next 
to  the  pumping  station. 

With  the  donation  of  Smith  Park  to  New  York 
Mills  by  William  V.  Smith,  the  community  was 
provided  with  an  ideal  spot  for  band  concerts, 
picnics  and  ball  games.  Central  Park  was  obtained 
from  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
for  the  village  when  H.  C.  Hanson  was  mayor. 
Central  Park  had  earlier  been  a  part  of  the  busi- 
ness section  of  the  town.  It  originally  was  the  site 
for  the  first  saw  mill.  After  the  sawmill  was  re- 
moved there  were  several  store  buildings  on  the 
west  side  and  the  fire  hall  was  on  the  east  side 
of  the  park.  In  1934-35,  Smith  Park  was  develop- 
ed with  the  aid  of  a  WPA  grant.  At  that  time  a 
new  grandstand  was  built  on  the  village  side  and 
a  football  field,  race  track  and  tennis  court  on 
the  school  side  of  the  area.  The  Mills  Athletic 
Ass'n.  further  improved  Smith  Park  in  1950  with 
the  erection  of  lights  and  bleachers. 

The  continuing  efforts  of  New  York  Mills  to 
keep  pace  with  the  times,  from  kerosene  street 
lights  to  the  "White  Way",  has  resulted  in  a  com- 
munity appearance  that  would  certainly  swell 
pride  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  a  town  here  75  and  more  years  ago. 


LADIES  OF  THE  G.A.R. 


This  picture  of  the  ladies  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  dates  back  into 
the  earliest  history  of  New  York  Mills  and  these  women  are  New  York  Mills 
pioneers.  Standing  are  Mrs.  Marks,  Eva  Atkinson,  Gertie  (Atkinson)  Moake,  Mrs. 
Reese,  Mrs.  Pendergrast  and  Mrs.  Ziebell.  Seated  are  Mrs.  Atkinson,  Mrs.  Sawyer, 
Mrs.  Winslow,  Mrs.  Groves  and  Mrs.  Cornwell. 


Signs  of  economic  maturity  on  Front  street  about  1920 


As  the  small  lumbering  community  continued 
to  grow  and  agriculture  began  to  interest  new- 
comers, the  need  for  commercial  retail  establish- 
ments developed  in  the  town. 

What  is  recorded  as  the  first  retail  store  in  the 
community  was  the  store  building  built  and  op- 
erated by  the  New  York  Mills  Company.  It  was 
built  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Front  in  1876  and 
still  stands  and  is  in  use  every  day  as  the  Corner 
Cafe.  This  store  was  operated  for  the  company 
by  Mr.  Cornwell  and  was  later  purchased  and 
operated  by  J.  C.  Winslow,  son-in-law  of  Mr. 
Cornwell. 

At  about  this  same  time  Ambia  S.  Blowers  began 
the  operation  of  a  store  located  on  the  site  of 
the  present  city  hall  building.  These  were  the  first 
two  retail  stores  in  the  community. 

In  1881  Olof  Pary  arrived  in  this  community 
and  started  a  general  merchandise  store  shortly 
after  his  arrival.  His  first  store  building  was 
the  building  now  occupied  by  the  Gamble  Store. 
In  the  year  1885  he  built  the  large  brick  building 
now  occupied  by  Karvonen  and  Son  Furniture  and 
Appliance  Store.  This  was  the  first  brick  build- 
ng  to  be  built  here. 

Another  of  the  first  merchants  in  the  town  was 
A.  J.  Sitz.  Mr.  Sitz  came  here  in  1883  as  foreman 
of  a  construction  gang  on  the  railroad.  He  was 
attracted  to  New  York  Mills,  "the  busy  little  mill 
town,"  and  he  erected  a  building  and  put  in  a 
small  stock  of  hardware  and  implements.  He  op- 
erated a  very  successful  business  here  until  his 
retirement  in  1916.  Lind  and  Piilola  purchased 
his  business.  This  building  is  now  occupied  by 
the  Fairway  Store. 

Actually  the  first  so-called  "building  era"  in  New 
York  Mills  began  in  1882.  During  that  year  many 


buildings  were  erected,  some  of  which  were  later 
torn  down  or  burned.  A  building  located  where 
the  Farmers  and  Merchants  State  Bank  now 
stands,  but  facing  south,  was  built  by  Ed  Yates 
and  his  brother.  They  operated  a  drug  store  in 
the  building.  Others  that  occupied  the  same 
building  in  later  years  were  Mrs.  Clark,  Mrs. 
Turner,  George  Denison  and  Charles  Pekkala.  The 
back  part  of  Fred  Reynolds'  restaurant  was  built 
the  same  year  by  Jerome  Austin  where  Mr.  Aus- 
tin had  his  office.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
at  the  time. 

The  building  occupied  by  the  Denisons  on  Main 
Street  in  1915  had  been  built  in  1882  by  Wallace 
and  Jung. 

Other  buildings  built  during  that  period  were 
the  Post  Office  and  another  building  occupied 
at  the  time  by  Dr.  Lampainus  and  later  by  Will 
Kirk.  These  buildings  stood  on  what  is  now  the 
west  side  of  Central  Park.  They  were  later  moved 
(about  1903)  to  Main  Street  and  are  the  basis 
of  the  buildings  occupied  by  Fritz's  General  Mer- 
chandise and  William  Nikkari's  building.  Many 
remodelings  and  fine  brick  exteriors  have  changed 


Market  days  in  1902 
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New  York  Mills'  first  brick  building  was  built  by  Olaf 
Pary  in  1885. 

the  original  appearance.  The  old  bank  building 
and  an  old  blacksmith  shop  were  also  built  in 
this  early  1880  period  as  were  the  first  real  dwell- 
ing homes.  The  first  of  these  homes  was  built 
by  J.  C.  Winslow.  The  first  home  to  be  built  south 
of  the  tracks  was  the  Solomon  Haarala  residence 
which  still  stands  in  its  original  location.  This 
was  built  by  Peter  Mark.  Houses  that  were  built 
prior  to  this  time  were  merely  shacks  covered  with 
tarpaper  and  lath  and  without  chimneys. 

This  period  from  1880  to  1890  was  a  time  of 
hardship  for  the  early  settlers.  The  trials  that 
those  people  underwent  made  their  lives  ones  of 
constant  uncertainty,  and  the  following  decade 
was  little  better. 

From  1890  to  1900  there  was  little  change  in 
the  town  or  in  the  area  surrounding  it.  The  farm- 
ers were  still  pushed  for  money  as  market  prices 
remained  low,  farming  methods  were  undeveloped, 
work  of  improvement  slow,  and  land  values  small. 

The  homesteaders  worked  along  under  innum- 
erable obstacles.  Some  sold  their  farms  for  a  mere 
pittance  while  many  others,  who  were  forced  to 
mortgage  their  farms,  lost  them.  Only  a  few  of 
the  old-timers  weathered  through  the  dark  days 
and  climbed  up  the  long  dreary  road  to  "success." 

Scarcely  no  improvements  took  place  in  the 
town  during  those  ten  years.  A  few  dwelling 
houses  were  constructed,  otherwise  the  town  prac- 
tically stood  still. 

The  only  noticeable  improvement  was  the  grad- 
ual decrease  of  ox  teams  and  the  very  noticeable 
increase  in  the  number  of  horse  teams  that  were 
hitched  along  the  streets.  There  were  practically 
no  ox  teams  in  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  20th 
century.  The  last  ox  team  to  be  seen  on  the 
streets  of  New  York  Mills  was  owned  by  Philo 
Dodge  who  made  his  regular  trips  to  town  with 


them  until  1913  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to 
Hector,  Minn. 

The  opening  of  the  20th  century  was  the  be- 
ginning of  a  period  of  improvement  and  develop- 
ment in  New  York  Mills  which  is  continuing  on 
through  our  Diamond  Jubilee  Year  of  1959.  In 
1910,  land  increased  in  value  somewhat  and  sev- 
eral settlers  moved  into  the  community  who  had 
the  means  to  begin  the  work  of  improvement.  As 
farm  land  became  more  valuable  and  as  farmers 
were  able  to  produce  more  crops  and  moved  into 
the  field  of  dairying,  their  position  became  more 
steady.  With  this  improvement,  the  village  also 
began  to  gain. 

New  homes  were  built  in  ever  greater  num- 
bers, and,  in  1903,  a  new  street,  Broadway,  was 
opened  up. 

In  1905  a  large  portion  of  Front  Street  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  All  of  the  buildings  that  stood 
on  Front  Street  from  the  present  P.K.M.  and  Co. 
building  westward  to  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
city  hall,  were  burned  to  the  ground.  Included 
were  a  hotel,  a  bakery  and  a  store  building.  The 
fire  started  from  a  defective  chimney  in  the  old 
hotel,  which  was  being  operated  by  H.  C.  Hanson. 
The  fire  was  thought  to  have  been  extinguished, 
but  during  a  high  wind  the  following  day,  the  en- 
tire west  end  of  the  block  was  consumed  by  flames. 

This  portion  of  the  street  remained  vacant  until 
1907  when  H.  C.  Hanson  constructed  the  Mer- 
chant's Hotel.  This  building  is  now  known  as  the 
Sportsman's  Bar.  In  1913  Fiske's  new  Livery 
Stable  was  built  on  the  site  where  the  City 
Hall  now  stands.  This  livery  stable  burned  in 
1935.  In  1914  three  other  new  buildings 
were  built  on  this  block.  One  was  the  fire  hall 
which  now  houses  the  municipal  liquor  store,  an- 
other was  Peter's  Livery  Barn,  the  back  part  of 
which  stands  and  is  used  as  a  warehouse  by 
P.K.M.  and  Co.,  and  the  third  was  a  garage  which 
is  now  occupied  by  P.K.M.  The  Dower  Lumber 
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The  new  Merchants  Hotel  at  time  of  contruction  in  1907 
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Employees  in  the  Farmers  Mercantile  Company  in 
the  year  1898  are  shown  above.  Standing  are  Olaf 
Matala,  Charley  Matala,  Charley  Hyry.  Seated  are  John 
O.  Johnson,  Blanche  Groves,  J.  P.  Raattama,  Ida  Raat- 
tama.  This  business  was  located  in  the  "Pary"  building. 


Co.  yard  was  built  that  same  year.  This  site  was 
later  occupied  by  the  Lamper  Lumber  Co.  managed 
by  Joe  Martin  for  many  years.  The  Wilson  Lum- 
ber Company  is  now  located  there. 

In  1903,  Hugo  Almquist  built  the  large  brick 
building  known  as  the  Almquist  Block.  He  op- 
erated a  store  there  for  many  years  and  later 
sold  it  to  the  New  York  Mills  Cooperative  Company 
which  firm  operated  a  store  there  until  1932  when 
the  building  burned.  This  building  stood  in  about 
the  same  area  now  occupied  by  Co-op  Services,  Inc. 

In  1904  the  First  State  Bank  building  was 
constructed.  This  became  the  Post  Office  in  New 
York  Mills  when  the  bank  closed  in  1923.  It  has 
been  occupied  by  Hugh  Mellin  as  a  dry  cleaning 
and  tailoring  establishment  since  the  early  1940's 
when  the  post  office  moved  into  the  city  hall. 

In  1906,  the  Uusi  Kotimaa,  locally  published 
Finnish  newspaper,  built  its  new  building  on  the 
south  side  of  the  tracks.  This  building  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Northwestern  Publishing  Co.  A  new 
1,000  square  foot  addition  was  built  onto  the 
building  in  1956. 

Peter's  pool  hall  was  built  in  1911  and  the 
Ahlers  building  was  built  in  1901. 

The  Farmers  and  Merchants  State  Bank  build- 
ing was  built  in  1916.  In  the  early  1920's  the 
large  Ford  Garage  building  was  built  as  well  as 
the  theatre  building.  A  large  number  of  new  resi- 
dences were  also  built  in  the  20's  and  the  town 
continued  its  growth. 

During  the  years  following  there  was  a  continu- 
ous stream  of  improvements  in  New  York  Mills. 
New  service  stations  were  built  with  the  advent 
of  the  automobile.    New  restaurants  came  into 


being  as  did  new  stores,  implement  firms,  garages. 

Pictures  of  these  old  buildings  and  their  loca- 
tions will  be  found  in  this  section  and  other  parts 
of  this  book.  Pictures  of  businesses  now  in  oper- 
ation and  many  of  their  buildings  will  be  found 
in  the  advertisement  section  of  the  book. 

A  1915  issue  of  the  New  York  Mills  Herald 
makes  the  following  comment:  "The  development 
of  our  town  both  in  buildings  and  new  enterprises 
has  been  exceptionally  noted  during  the  past  year. 
This  is  also  true  of  the  surrounding  country.  Im- 
proved farming  methods  are  in  use  and  success 
is  being  achieved  in  the  two  great  industries, 
farming  and  dairying.  The  last  fifteen  years  have 
been  a  source  of  renewed  life  to  New  York  Mills 
and  vicinity.  We  can  now  truthfully  say  that  we 
have  one  of  the  thriftiest  and  prettiest  villages 
in  the  Northwest  and  one  of  the  most  fertile  farm- 
ing countries.  Travelling  men  that  come  to  our 
town  remark  that  we  have  a  pretty  town  and 
by  the  number  of  travelling  men  that  come  here 
regularly,  we  know  that  we  must  have  a  business 
town.  But  this  is  not  the  only  indication.  Every- 
thing is  on  the  move  and  booming.  New  enter- 
prises are  starting  among  us  and  new  life  is  quick- 
ening in  the  old  industry.  Many  things  attest  the 
prosperity  of  our  town.  With  her  trade,  her  church- 
es and  her  cultured  people  we  have  a  first-class 
town  in  which  to  live." 

People  living  in  New  York  Mills  in  1959  state 
that  the  same  words  still  hold  true  today. 


The  Almquist  Block 


The  Development  of  Industry 


New  York  Mills  was  founded  on  industry — the 
lumber  industry.  In  our  Diamond  Jubilee  Year  of 
1959,  New  York  Mills  is  finding  another  birth  in 
the  development  of  new  industry. 

The  history  of  lumbering  is  quoted  in  other 
chapters  of  this  history.  In  this  chapter  we  dwell 
on  the  industry  being  developed  in  modern  times. 

The  lumber  industry  never  again  hit  the  peak 
that  it  enjoyed  in  the  1870's  and  1880's.  During 
those  years,  New  York  Mills  was  not  only  noted 
for  its  own  lumber  industry,  but  it  was  also  a 
center  from  which  the  lumber  of  other  areas  was 
shipped  to  market.  Being  on  the  main  railroad  line, 
lumber  from  Paddock's  Mill,  about  12  miles  north 
of  town,  was  brought  here  for  shipment  as  was 
most  of  the  lumber  from  other  areas  north  of 
the  community. 

In  the  late  1930's  another  lumber  mill  was  in 
operation  in  New  York  Mills.  It  was  established 
by  J.  W.  Trupukka  and  was  located  on  the  site 
of  York  Industries.  J.  W.  Trupukka  and  Fred 
Wapola  also  purchased  pulp  wood  here  during 
that  period  and  in  the  early  1940s.  Lampert 
Lumber  Company  later  purchased  the  Trupukka 
mill  and  operated  it  as  a  planing  mill  for  several 
years  before  discontinuing  the  enterprise. 

Although  lumbering  is  a  thing  of  the  past  in 
this  community,  local  farmers  occasionally  have 
a  portable  mill  move  onto  their  land  to  saw  some 
of  their  timber  for  them. 

Outside  of  the  agricultural  industries  located 
in  town,  there  has  not  been  much  large-scale  in- 
dustrial activity  in  New  York  Mills  from  the  time 
of  the  original  lumbering  days  until  after  the  end 
of  World  War  II. 

One  of  the  few  industries  to  operate  here  during 
those  interim  years,  was  the  New  York  Bottling 
Co.,  earlier  known  as  the  Bottling  Works,  by  F.  W. 
Muckala.  He  established  this  business  in  the 
early  1900's,  and  sold  it  to  his  nephew,  Budy  E. 
Kangas,  in  1940  who  expanded  the  business.  It  is 
now  operated  by  Howard  Oman. 

New  York  Mills  also  had  what  was  known  as  a 
"Glove  Factory."  The  history  of  this  business  is 
obscure,  but  there  remains  a  dwelling  on  Broad- 
way, built  close  to  the  street  on  the  east  side, 
that  is  still  called  the  "glove  factory." 

The  industrial  upsurge  in  New  York  Mills  began 
to  develop  about  1950.  The  first  actual  manufac- 
turing enterprises  were  begun  by  Howard  Lund 
with  his  firm  of  Lund  Metalcraft  and  Lionel  Hintz 
with  his  firm  of  Hintz  Manufacturing. 

The  Lund  firm  has   since  incorporated  and 
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grown  into  the  largest  industrial  firm  in  the  com- 
munity at  this  time,  employing  about  30  men. 

The  third  industrial  firm  to  begin  operations 
here  is  York  Industries,  Inc. 

Lund  Metalcraft,  Inc.,  is  an  outgrowth  from 
the  heating  and  sheetmetal  business  that  Howard 
Lund  established  here  in  the  latter  1940s.  Doing 
sheetmetal  work  led  into  the  making  of  aluminum 
boats  for  Lund. 

The  June  4,  1959,  issue  of  the  New  York  Mills 
Herald  carries  the  following  item  on  Lund  Metal- 
craft: 

"This  is  the  main  building  at  Lund  Metalcraft, 
Inc.,  in  New  York  Mills  at  the  present  time.  As 
large  as  it  is,  it  will  soon  be  dwarfed  by  new  build- 
ings that  are  now  in  process  of  being  built  and 
others  that  will  be  needed  in  another  year.  This 
building  pictured  in  their  advertisement. 

This  building  was  originally  only  half  this  size 
when  Howard  began  to  develop  the  aluminum 
boat  business  here  several  years  ago.  Even  earlier 
than  that  date,  Lund  built  his  first  boats  in  a 
small  shop  located  near  his  home.  His  first  boats 
were  built  by  hand  with  no  outside  help  back  in 
the  year  1950  when  he  added  boatbuilding  as  a 
sideline  to  his  furnace  and  sheetmetal  work. 

The  firm  has  recently  been  incorporated  and 
Howard  Lund  is  now  its  president. 

They  expect  to  turn  out  1,000  boats  this  year 
and  are  making  plans  for  the  manufacture  of 
somewhere  between  2,000  and  3,000  boats  next 
year.   They  make  16  different  models  and  now 


Fred  Reynolds  and  son  in  cafe.  Now  Mills  Cafe. 


have  a  new  19-foot  cruiser  model  on  the  drawing 
boards  for  manufacture  next  year. 

There  are  approximately  25  persons  employed 
by  Lund  Metalcraft  at  this  time  and  future  ex- 
pansion will  demand  an  even  larger  labor  force 
than  this  during  coming  years." 

An  interesting  sidelight  on  Howard  Lund's 
history  is  the  fact  that  he  is  a  descendent  of  some 
of  the  original  pioneer  settlers  of  New  York  Mills. 
His  grandfather,  Henry  Turner,  came  here  in 
the  1870's  from  Nova  Scotia.  He  was  a  lumber- 
man and  was  employed  by  the  firms  here  as  a 
"timber  scaler".  Mr.  Turner  was  quite  active  in 
community  affairs  in  those  pioneer  days  and  was 
one  of  the  persons  interested  in  the  development 
of  Boardman's  Addition  as  related  elsewhere  in 
this  history. 

Lund's  mother's  parents  came  here  from  East- 
ern Michigan  in  the  70's  also,  and  his  mother, 
Mrs.  Alice  Lund,  was  born  in  New  York  Mills 
when  there  was  "next  to  nothing"  here. 

The  June  4,  1959,  issue  of  the  New  York  Mills 
Herald  carries  the  following  item  on  Hintz  Manu- 
facturing : 

"Lionel  Hintz  is  shown  above  standing  by  his 
latest  model  pontoon  boat  in  front  of  the  main 
building  of  his  expanded  manufacturing  plant. 

The  Hintz  plant  began  in  the  building  in  front 
of  which  he  stands  in  the  above  picture.  The 
building  on  the  extreme  left  was  added  to  his 
factory  a  couple  of  years  ago  and  last  year  the 
warehouse  addition  between  the  two  buildings  was 
added,  giving  a  frontage  of  over  100  feet  for 
this  firm.  (Picture  in  advertising  section). 

Hintz  manufacturing  employs  five  men  in  the 
community,  and  they  turn  out  one  of  the  finest 
pontoon  boats  on  the  market  in  the  United  States 
today. 

Although  most  of  the  boats  have  been  sold  in 
the  Minnesota  resort  area,  the  firm  has  expanded 
sales  and  reached  markets  as  far  away  as  Mon- 
tana, Iowa,  Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  the  Dakotas. 

Hintz  Ski-Shark  pontoon  boats  feature  alloy 
steel  construction  of  pontoons  and  marine  plywood 
decks.  They  come  in  20,  24  and  28  foot  lengths, 
and  are  designed  to  accommodate  motors  from 
five  to  70  horsepower.  A  model  with  a  10  by  12 
foot  deck  will  hold  ten  people  comfortably. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Hintz  pontoon  is  made 
to  glide  through  the  water  with  as  little  water 
resistance  as  possible.  Each  pontoon  is  made  some- 
what like  a  canoe,  whereas  most  other  manufac- 
turers make  round,  bulky  pontoons.  This,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  extremely  neat  design  is  rapidly 
making  the  Hintz  Pontoon  Boat  the  most  practical 
and  popular  in  its  field. 
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Lionel  Hintz  has  been  making  pontoon  boats 
for  six  years." 

This  same  issue  of  the  Herald  also  carries  the 
following  item  on  York  Industries: 

"York  Industries,  Inc.,  operates  in  the  building 
pictured  above  which  was  built  by  the  Community 
Development  Corp.  (Picture  in  advertising  section). 

Community  Development  Corporation  was  form- 
ed in  1957  to  help  bring  industry  to  New  York 
Mills.  Its  big  project  to  date  was  the  construction 
of  the  8,000  square  foot  steel  building  shown 
here.  Community  Development  is  composed  of 
over  100  local  people  who  are  interested  in  the 
continued  development  of  New  York  Mills.  They 
purchased  stock  in  the  corporation  to  provide 
funds  for  this  building. 

The  securing  of  York  Industries,  Inc.,  in  New 
York  Mills  was  the  immediate  result  of  this  build- 
ing having  been  made.  York  purchased  American 
Farm  Machinery  Co.  of  Minneapolis  and  moved  its 
machinery  and  product  to  New  York  Mills. 

The  firm  employs  an  average  of  about  ten  peo- 
ple and  manufactures  Viking  Garden  Tractors 
and  Viking  Boat  Trailers.  About  250  tractors  and 
500  boat  trailers  will  be  manufactured  this  year. 
Prospects  call  for  the  manufacture  of  about  500 
tractors  and  up  to  2,000  boat  trailers  next  year. 

York  Industries  products  are  sold  throughout 
the  country.  Areas  in  such  states  as  Kentucky, 
New  York,  Tennessee,  and  Missouri,  are  large 
buyers  of  the  Viking  garden  tractor  line.  A  recent 
order  was  received  from  an  exporter  in  New  York 
for  shipment  of  a  Viking  tractor  to  Czechoslovakia. 

Yalmer  Karvonen  is  general  manager  of  the 
firm  and  Bernard  Anderson  is  designer  and 
foreman. 

It  will  be  interesting  for  future  generations  to 
read  these  pages  and  determine  what  further  ad- 
vancement these  industries  made  and  how  they 
affected  the  growth  of  New  York  Mills." 


Liberty  Theatre  building,  built  over  35  years  ago. 
Operated  by  Maurice  Miller  since  1930. 


People  and  Incidents  Create  History 


History  is  created  by  people  and  the  things  that 
they  have  done.  Likewise  in  New  York  Mills,  we  arc 
interested  in  the  people  that  started  creating 
history  here  —  who  they  are,  what  they  did  and 
even  why. 

Familiar  with  the  birth  of  this  community,  we 
then  become  interested  in  what  hppened  immed- 
iately afterwards.  We  wonder  who  the  first  doc- 
tor was,  who  was  the  first  mayor,  postmaster, 
minister,  businessman,  etc. 

Many  of  these  facts  of  the  past  are  impossible 
to  ascertain  because  record  keeping  has  not  al- 
ways been  the  best,  and  where  it  may  have  been 
good,  fire  has  taken  its  toll  of  these  classic  bits 
of  information. 

Although  the  railroad  came  through  here  in 
1871,  it  first  served  the  area  from  loading  plat- 
forms. Huge  piles  of  lumber  were  hauled  out  of 
New  York  Mills  to  provide  building  material  for 
the  fast-growing  area  in  this  section  of  the  United 
States.  In  turn  this  railroad  brought  in  needed 
materials  and  supplies,  even  including  foodstuffs 
during  the  days  before  agriculture  became  de- 
veloped. 

The  first  Northern  Pacific  depot  was  not  built 
until  1882.  A  second  structure  was  erected  a  few 
years  later  and  still  stands  in  its  original  location. 

The  post  office  was  established  here  on  June 
19,  1874,  with  Charles  W.  Held  being  appointed  as 
postmaster.  Postmaster  in  the  1880's  was  C.  W. 
Ormsby.  Other  postmasters  have  been  Solomon 
Haarala,  Ed  O'Leary,  Otho  A.  Austin,  Andrew 
Lind,  Walter  Peltoniemi,  Mrs.  Mamie  Sonder- 
gaard,  George  V.  Anderson  and  J.  A.  "Turp" 
Anderson,  the  present  postmaster.  Acting  post- 
masters have  been  Emil  Anderson,  A.  H.  Dasinger, 
and  Emil  Hansen.  Names  of  other  postmasters 
during  the  early  years  are  not  known. 

The  name  of  the  first  mayor  of  New  York 
Mills  appears  to  have  been  Ambia  S.  Blowers. 
Jeremiah  Winslow  and  S.  F.  Sawyer  also  served 
as  mayor  during  the  early  years  of  the  village. 
Other  mayors  have  been  J.  A.  "Turp"  Anderson, 
Oscar  Anderson,  Fred  Atkinson,  O.  D.  Tingum, 
and  John  Mark,  the  present  mayor.  Mayor  Mark 
has  been  mayor  for  about  25  of  the  last  30  years 
and  has  devoted  his  full  time  to  this  duty  in  late 
years.  Others  have  perhaps  also  served  as  mayor, 
but  their  names  are  not  available. 

The  first  doctor  reportedly  was  Dr.  Caniff,  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  petition  for  incorporation. 
Dr.  Caniff  had  his  home  and  office  on  the  south 
side  of  the  tracks  somewhere  in  the  area  north 
of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church.  Dr.  Caniff  had  two 
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ponies  and  was  a  familiar  figure  as  he  rode  about 
taking  care  of  his  patients.  He  carried  the  tra- 
ditional little  black  bag  at  his  side  and  also  doubled 
as  a  veterinarian.  Dr.  Caniff  said  of  himself,  "I 
take  care  of  both  man  and  beast." 

The  first  store  building  in  New  York  Mills  still 
stands.  It  is  now  the  Corner  Cafe.  The  second 
merchandise  store  was  built  almost  immediately 
after  on  the  west  side  of  Front  street  by  Ambia  S. 
Blowers.  A  little  confectionary  store  was  built 
next  to  it  a  short  while  later  by  Ole  H.  Johnson 
(These  buildings  were  burned  in  1905).  The  Ger- 
ner  sisters  also  operated  a  millinery  store  in  this 
block  in  the  1890's. 

The  first  community  band  was  organized  in 
1883.  Among  its  members  were  August  Nylund, 
Ivar  I.  Telin,  Uriah  and  Jake  Bunions,  Oscar  Orms- 
by, Levi  Mark,  J.  August  Newman,  Henry  Ziebell, 
Al  Ziebell,  George  Pendergrast  and  Al  Bain.  This 
information  is  supplied  by  Matt  Thompson  who 
was  a  youngster  in  New  York  Mills  at  the  time 
and  is  now  living  in  New  York  Mills  again  in  1959. 

The  first  druggist  in  New  York  Mills  was  Clint 
H.  Yates,  He  built  the  building  that  was  located 
where  the  bank  is  now  located.  Frank  Heidman 
followed  Clint  Yates  as  druggist  in  about  1892. 
Heidman  moved  his  drugstore  into  the  building 
on  the  west  side  of  Central  Park  into  which  Dr. 
Miller  later  moved. 

The  first  hotels  were  known  as  the  Walker  House 
and  the  Clark  House.  The  Walker  House  was 
on  railroad  property  somewhere  near  the  depot. 
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1914  COMMUNITY  BAND 


In  the  front  is  Jack  Muckala.  In  the  first  row,  left 
to  right:  unknown,  Clyde  Reynolds,  Nate  Reynolds, 
George  Roller,  Charles  (Penny)  Reynolds. 

In  the  back  row  is:  John  Holm,  unidentified,  John 
Kalmi,  unidentified,  Bill  Erickson,  John  Barden,  Frank 
Aarni,  Dave  Fiske. 


This  was  built  in  the  70's  and  was  the  first  hotel 
and  boarding  house  in  town.  The  Clark  House 
(located  in  the  block  that  burned  in  1905,  in  fact, 
the  building  in  which  the  fire  started)  was  built 
in  1886  by  Reuben  Clark.  Frank  Robins  operated 
it  later  for  a  while,  then  Phelps,  Kiffs,  and  finally 
H.  C.  Hanson.  Mr.  Robins  was  a  heavy  set  man, 
weighing  425  pounds,  but  was  still  as  agile  as  a 
deer,  doing  feats  that  required  agility  that  many 
a  slender  man  could  not  do,  such  as  standing  be- 
side a  large  drum,  jumping  into  it  from  a  standing 
position  and  hopping  out  again. 

Records  of  the  early  ministers,  newspapers  and 
school  teachers  will  be  found  in  their  respective 
articles. 

The  first  blacksmith  shop  was  built  on  Main 
street,  about  where  William  Nikkari's  building 
is  now  located.  This  was  erected  by  Al  and  Henry 
Ziebell  in  the  early  1880's.  They  later  sold  out 
to  Henry  and  John  Bingle  who  later  moved  to 
Bemidji  in  the  1890's.  Henry  Ziebell  then 
built  a  shop  where  the  theatre  now  stands  and 
is  pictured  on  another  page.  In  the  1890's  there 
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were  two  shops  built  on  the  south  side  of  town, 
one  across  the  street  from  the  present  site  of  the 
printing  office  and  another,  built  by  L.  F.  Runions, 
where  the  printing  office  building  now  stands.  Ja- 
cob Finberg  built  a  blacksmith  shop  near  the  pre- 
sent site  of  the  Bottling  Company  in  the  1890's,  he 
was  also  a  coppersmith. 

Mr.  Runions  had  also  operated  a  photograph 
gallery  in  New  York  Mills  in  the  1880's.  This 
was  located  a  little  south  of  the  tracks  on  the 
east  side  of  Main  Street.  He  sold  out  to  Iver  I. 
Telin  in  1889.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Runions  for 
the  early  pictures  of  the  saw  mills  and  other  early 
scenes  in  New  York  Mills.  He  had  come  here  in 
the  early  18 70's, 

Of  course,  public  saunas  were  not  long  in  being 
made  after  the  Finnish  settlers  arrived.  The  first 
was  built  by  John  Keteri  in  the  1880's.  This  was 
located  on  the  next  block  down  from  the  present 
printing  office  site.  Another  was  built  in  the 
1890's  by  Esa  Hopponen  who  operated  it  into  the 
1930s. 

There  was  no  dentist  in  the  community  in  the 


NEW  YORK  MILLS  CORNET  BAND  IN  1904 

Back  row,  left  to  right:  Art  Peterson,  Frank  Aarni,  Pete  Aarni,  Louis  Lausten,  Elmer  Reynolds,  John  Coulter. 
Front  row,  left  to  right:  Henry  Ziebell,  Clyde  Ziebell,  Vern  Ziebell,  Dave  Fiske,  William  Telin,  John  Holm. 
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very  early  days.  Esa  Hoj)poncn  did  some  neces- 
sary tooth  pulling  and  when  Dr.  W.  A.  Miller  came 
here  he  also  took  care  oi'  necessary  dental  work. 

We  find  no  record  on  early  attorneys.  Mike  Daly 
was  reported  as  having  come  to  Mills  from  Perham 
to  handle  legal  matters.  Others  probably  also 
came.  The  late  Jesse  A.  Schunk  came  to  New  York 
Mills  in  about  the  year  1915  and  established  him- 
self here  as  an  attorney.  He  is  now  deceased. 

However,  New  York  Mills  did  have  a  watch- 
maker in  town  as  early  as  1882.  Andrew  Hutan- 
der  repaired  clocks  and  watches  here  for  about 
20  years.  He  is  also  reported  as  having  been  a 
public-spirited  man  and  was  instrumental  in  the 
establishment  of  the  first  Finnish  library  here. 


August  Telin  was  the  first  tailor  to  work  in 
New  York  Mills.  He  came  here  in  1884.  He  stayed 
here  about  six  years.  Robert  Mellin  was  also  a 
tailor  in  New  York  Mills  for  many  years.  He  came 
here  in  1914  and  had  a  shop  here  until  his  death. 
His  son,  Hugh  Mellin,  now  operates  a  tailoring 
and  cleaning  shop. 

There  would,  no  doubt,  be  many  different  types 
of  "first"  to  record  in  a  book  of  this  type,  but 
these,  we  feel,  cover  the  highlights  of  the  local 
"firsts." 

Assisting  us  in  this  compilation  has  been  Matt 
I.  Thompson,  one  of  the  early  publishers  in  New 
York  Mills,  who  has  returned  here  this  year. 


Pioneer  Life  in 

Julia  Tumberg  of  New  York  Mills  wrote  the 
following  prize-winning  essay  about  the  pioneer  ex- 
periences of  her  great  grandparents  when  they  set- 
tled in  this  community.  The  essay  appeared  in 
the  March  27,  1930,  issue  of  the  New  York  Mills 
Herald.  The  source  of  the  information  was  her 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Peter  Hoyhtya.  Because  of  the 
exceptionally  fine  manner  in  which  this  history 
has  been  presented  and  because  it  may  be  rep- 
resentative of  the  life  of  most  of  the  pioneer 
families  we  are  happy  to  present  it  in  this  his- 
tory of  our  community.  It  reads  as  follows: 

"In  the  early  spring  of  1873,  my  great  grand- 
parents, Elsa  and  Andrew  Puupera  and  their  only 
child,  Anna  (my  grandmother)  then  seven  years 
old,  left  their  home  in  northern  Finland  and  sail- 
ed for  America  to  found  a  home  here.  With  them 
came  my  grandmother's  aunt  Maria  Autio  (Puu- 
pera's  sister)  and  her  husband  Thomas  Autio. 

They  were  first  attracted  to  America  by  the 
reports  sent  by  people  who  had  preceded  them 
to  the  State  of  Michigan.  What  they  sought  here 
was  a  chance  to  lay  up  enough  of  this  world's 
goods  for  peace  and  comfort  in  their  old  age 
and  to  secure  for  their  children  better  opportun- 
ities than  they  had  ever  enjoyed. 

Eight  weeks  after  leaving  their  Finland  home, 
they  landed  in  Duluth  where  they  stayed  sever- 
al months.  They  next  sought  employment  in 
Brainerd,  Minnesota.  In  1874,  the  two  families 
came  to  New  York  Mills.  Here  a  sawmill  had 
been  set  up  by  some  New  Yorkers  —  hence  the 
name  "New  York  Mills". 

Besides  the  sawmill,  the  settlement  consisted 
of  a  store  and  a  few  log  huts  and  unpainted  frame 
houses  in  which  lived  the  people  employed  at  the 
sawmill.  The  store  was  an  unpainted  frame  build- 
ing and  it  also  served  as  post  office.  The  name 
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Newton  Township 

of  the  storekeeper  was  Mr.  Winslow.  He  also  op- 
erated the  sawmill. 

Puupera  and  Autio  lived  here  and  worked  at 
the  sawmill,  and  also  at  a  lumber  mill  in  Detroit 
and  earned  money  for  building  their  homes  on 
the  homesteads  they  had  taken,  and  to  which  they 
moved  the  following  year.  Their  homesteads,  eigh- 
ty acres  each,  were  side  by  side  in  the  wilderness 
four  miles  south  of  New  York  Mills.  The  timber 
on  the  land  closer  to  the  railroad  was  claimed  by 
lumber  companies. 

The  Autios  were  the  first  to  move  to  their  new 
home  in  the  spring  of  1875,  and  Mrs.  Autio  was 
the  first  Finnish  housewife  and  mother  to  kindle 
a  fire  and  cook  a  meal  in  the  farming  country 
near  New  York  Mills.  Two  daughters,  Emma  and 
Mary,  had  been  born  to  her  since  their  arrival 
in  America. 

A  few  weeks  later  my  grandmother  and  her 
parents  moved  to  their  new  home.  The  household 
possessions  were  hauled  by  oxen  in  a  borrowed 
wagon  along  a  road  opened  by  the  two  men  and 
which  was  full  of  stumps.  They  brought  with  them 
one  cow. 

The  house  was  only  partly  furnished.  It  was 
made  of  logs  hewn  on  four  sides,  fitted  together 
without  nails  and  "chinked"  with  moss.  The  boards 
for  the  floor  and  roof  were  bought  from  the 
sawmill  and  hewn  by  hand  and  even  the  windows, 
all  but  the  panes,  were  made  at  home.  The  win- 
dows were  fastened  with  hinges  and  opened  like 
doors,  one  part  on  either  side.  The  house  had  two 
rooms.  They  made  all  of  the  furniture  including 
tables,  chairs,  beds,  also  pails,  churns,  spoons, 
ladles,  shovels  and  other  articles,  many  of  them 
completely  of  wood,  using  no  nails.  Great  grand- 
father made  his  first  wooden  wagon  and  also  the 
sleigh.  The  wagon  had  discs  of  wood  for  wheels. 
The  loom  was  also  made  by  hand.  With  this  the 


When  cars  were  new  this  scene  was  pictured  in 
front  of  what  is  now  P.K.M.  and  Co. 


women  wove  cloth  and  carpets.  Certain  parts  of 
it  had  been  brought  from  Finland.  Great  grand- 
mother brought  a  spinning  wheel  and  cards  for 
combing  wool  from  Finland.  And  when  after  sev- 
eral years,  people  coming  from  Alexandria,  Minn, 
brought  sheep,  the  women  sheared  them,  combed 
the  wool  and  spun  the  yarn  from  which  they  wove 
cloth,  knitted  stockings,  mittens,  sweaters,  caps 
and  other  articles  of  clothing.  The  men  also  made 
the  fish  nets  and  later  tanned  leather  and  made  it 
into  shoes,  mittens,  parts  of  harness  and  what 
other  articles  they  needed  from  leather. 

Prior  to  their  moving,  the  men  had  cleared  and 
prepared  a  small  patch  of  land  on  which  they 
planted  potatoes.  Their  first  potato  crop  was  poor. 

Clearing  the  land  was  hard  work  as  the  trees 
were  mostly  of  hard  wood  and  some  very  big.  The 
stumps  were  removed  with  the  axe  and  mattock. 

Hay  for  the  cattle  was  made  from  the  wild 
meadows  along  Leaf  River  two  miles  south  of 
the  homestead. 

There  were  no  fenced  pastures  except  later  for 
the  horses,  and  the  cattle  roamed  miles  away  from 
home  and  often  were  not  even  found  for  days 
and  the  people  themselves  sometimes  got  lost 
searching  for  their  cattle. 

The  oxen  were  the  only  beasts  of  burden  for 
a  number  of  years.  Great  grandmother  earned 
the  first  yoke  of  oxen  which  cost  one  hundred 
dollars  by  doing  housework  at  the  home  of  a  rail- 
road conductor  in  Brainerd.  He  worked  on  the 
railroad  going  through  New  York  Mills. 

Sometimes  when  her  mother  was  gone,  grand- 
mother, then  a  mere  child,  kept  house  for  her 
father.  At  times  even  the  father  was  away  and 
she  spent  the  night  alone  in  the  house  in  the  dense 
forest.  She  could  have  spent  the  night  with  her 
aunt,  but  she  was  not  afraid.  She  recalls  one 
lonely  night  alone  when  an  owl  flew  into  a  tree 
by  the  house  and  hooted  the  greater  part  of  the 
night. 

She  did  not  always  stay  at  home  but  went  along 
with  her  mother  when  she  went  to  work.  One  sum- 
mer she  took  care  of  children  at  a  certain  home 
in  Brainerd.  She  had  an  exciting  train  ride  home 
from  there  for  she  brought  with  her  a  dog,  a  kit- 


ten and  a  little  pig.  The  dog  was  in  her  lap,  the 
kitten  in  a  box  on  the  seat  beside  her  and  the  pig 
in  a  box  in  the  wash  room.  The  conductor  let  the 
four  ride  free. 

When  great  grandfather  was  clearing  land  for 
the  potato  patch,  grandmother  begged  to  go  along 
with  him  and  made  her  very  first  trip  to  the 
farm.  She  remembers  that  her  father  with  his  oxen 
left  working  at  the  clearing  and  sent  her  to  see 
his  house — only  a  rough  shelter  from  the  rain. 
She  went  along  the  path  but  did  not  go  far  when 
she  saw  what  she  thought  was  an  Indian  asleep. 
She  was  frightened  and  ran  back  to  tell  her  father 
but  when  they  went  to  look,  the  sleeping  Indian 
proved  to  be  only  long  curls  of  birch  bark  inside 
out  and  a  black  iron  kettle  at  one  end  which  she 
thought  was  the  Indian's  head.  The  brown  birch 
bark  looked  like  the  Indian's  leather  clothing. 
This  birch  bark  was  used  for  making  a  roof  for 
the  barn. 

Indians,  who  were  numerous,  were  the  only 
neighbors  of  these  people  and  often  called  at  their 
homes.  The  women  were  at  first  frightened  at 
their  peculiar  habits,  but  they  soon  learned  to 
know  one  another  and  became  fast  friends.  The 
Indians  lived  in  wigwams  and  owned  many  dogs. 
They  only  lived  here  during  the  winter  and  moved 
away  in  the  spring,  presumably  nearer  lakes  or 
blueberry  patches.  In  the  fall  they  returned.  A 
few  years  after  the  coming  of  the  white  people 
the  Indians  left  and  went  northward  and  did  not 
return. 

As  soon  as  possible,  these  Finnish  settlers  also 
built  a  bath  house.  This  was   a  hut  a  little 


Heinola,  five  miles  south  of  New  York  Mills,  was 
once  a  thriving  little  community  with  a  creamery, 
stores,  etc.  The  above  picture  is  of  the  Feldt  and 
Kauppi  store  there.  Mr.  Henry  Kauppi  is  shown  in  the 
center  of  the  picture  with  moustache.  To  his  right  are 
Robert  Mellin  and  Frank  Lake.  Persons  on  left  are 
unidentified. 


distance  I'rom  the  dwelling.  In  the  bath  house 
there  was  a  pile  of  stones  in  one  corner  surround- 
ing a  small  oven  where  a  lire  was  built.  When  the 
stones  were  heated  and  the  smoke  and  gas  clear- 
ed away  it  was  ready  for  a  bath. 

Later  on  when  grain  was  grown  it  was  thresh- 
ed inside  this  hut.  Shelves  were  built  close  to  the 
roof  and  the  grain  was  dried  on  them.  When  thor- 
oughly dry  it  was  taken  down  and  threshed  with 
the  flail.  The  straw  was  picked  up  and  carried 
away  and  the  seeds  swept  up  in  a  pile  on  one 
side  of  the  hut.  The  threshers  now  seated  them- 
selves beside  this  pile  and  threw  handfuls  from  it 
to  the  opposite  side  of  the  hut.  The  chaff  dropped 
near  the  threshers  while  the  seeds  and  heavier 
bits  of  straw  went  further.  When  through  with 
this,  the  chaff  was  cleared  away  and  the  pile  now 
left  cleaned  in  a  sort  of  oblong  box  they  made 
themselves.  The  bottom  of  this  box  was  higher 
at  one  end  and  had  a  handle  at  either  end  for 
holding.  When  this  was  shaken  up  and  down,  the 
seed  in  it  was  left  on  the  bottom  and  the  bits  of 
straw  rose  to  the  surface  and  was  picked  away.  The 
grain  was  cut  with  the  cradle,  an  implement  for 
reaping  grain  by  hand. 

A  Norwegian  by  the  name  of  Nils  Oppegard 
and  his  wife  and  family  moved  on  their  home- 
stead from  New  York  Mills  the  same  year  as  Au- 
tio  and  Puupera.  His  land  bordered  Autio's  and 
Puupera's  lands.  Other  Finnish  settlers  who  came 
here  soon  after  were  Aleksi  Nykanen  and  Matt 
Ronkainn.  The  last  mentioned  acting  as  preacher 
up  to  year  1877,  when  Rev.  Israel  Hagel  settled 
here.  Hagel's  homestead  adjoined  Oppegard's. 

He  held  his  first  preaching  services  in  the  home 
of  Andrew  Puupera  in  1877.  The  people  present 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Autio,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Andrew  Puupera,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aleksi  Nykanen, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matt.  Ronkainen  and  Mr.  Isak  Westo- 
la.  All  of  them  except  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nykanen  be- 
longed to  the  Apostolic  Lutheran  Congregation. 
Until  a  church  was  erected  many  years  later,  the 
preaching  services  were  conducted  in  the  set- 
tlers' homes. 

From  1880  until  his  death  in  1911,  Rev.  John 
Mursu  of  Otto  township  was  the  actual  minister 
of  the  congregation.  At  the  present  time  Rev.  Hagel 
preaches  in  this  church  to  a  congregation  num- 
bering over  a  thousand. 

The  first  graves  were  dug  in  what  is  now  the 
"Woodland"  cemetery.  It  comprises  forty  acres 
and  is  located  near  the  farm  of  the  first  settlers. 

The  first  schoolhouse  was  built  in  District  No. 
105.  It  was  a  log  building.  Miss  Maggie  Watson 
was  the  name  of  the  first  teacher  and  the  pupils 
enrolled  were:  Leslie,  Victor  and  Otto  Pikkarai- 
nen,  Gunda,  Lizzie  and  Olaf  Oppegard,  Eddie, 
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George  and  William  Peters,  Nina  and  Andrew 
Hustetler,  William  Douglas,  Mary  Rogers  and 
Anna  Puupera. 

Grandmother  had  attended  school  in  Duluth  and 
Brainerd  and  some  in  New  York  Mills,  so  she  spoke 
the  English  language  quite  well,  and  as  the 
older  people  could  not  understand  much  English, 
she  had  to  do  all  the  interpreting  during  the 
first  years. 

The  first  confirmation  school,  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  seven,  was  conducted  in  the  home  of 
Aleksi  Nykanen. 

The  roads  were  bad,  so  the  people  preferred  to 
walk  even  long  distances  whenever  it  was  possible. 
They  followed  blazed  trails  through  the  forests  to 
many  of  their  neighbors  and  friends  living  at  a 
greater  distance.  They  made  skiis  and  in  the  win- 
ter used  them  for  travel.  The  men  often  made 
trips  as  far  as  Brainerd  and  Fergus  Falls  on  skiis. 

Amusements  were  few  and  simple  and  of  leisure 
there  was  none  worth  mentioning.  People  all  were 
hospitable,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  call  at  their 
homes. 

The  pioneers  were  given  money  only  for  wheat. 
For  the  railroad  ties,  cordwood,  butter  eggs,  and 
potatoes  that  they  sold,  they  received  a  form  of 
money  good  only  in  the  store  from  which  it  was 
given. 

There  were  many  wild  animals:  deer,  bears, 
wolves  and  smaller  animals;  but  they  never  harm- 
ed anyone. 

My  grandfather,  Peter  Hoyhtya,  came  here  from 
Finland  in  1880. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Barden,  my  teacher's  par- 
ents settled  in  Deer  Creek  township  in  1877. 

Grandmother  was  married  when  young  to  Peter 
Hoyhtya  and  they  have  reared  a  large  family  — 
including  myself  from  my  seventh  year.  They 
live  on  the  original  Puupera  homestead  and  also 
own  the  Autio  homestead.  With  the  passing  of  the 
years,  grandmother  has  had  an  opportunity  to 
watch  the  wilderness  develop  into  a  great  farm- 
ing country  —  the  largest  Finnish  farming 
country  in  America.  She  is  the  only  member  sur- 
viving of  the  first  two  Finnish  families  and  she 
often  speaks  of  the  pioneer  days. 

\ 


Heinola  Farmers  Mercantile  Ass'n.  long,  long  ago. 


Quadruplets  Born 

A  moment  of  joy  and  excitement,  quickly  cloud- 
ed by  tragedy  and  sorrow  occurred  in  New  York 
Mills  on  Tuesday,  August  2,  1887,  when  quad- 
ruplets were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Blom- 
berg.  The  event  has  been  recorded  for  posterity 
by  Mrs.  Olaf  Lien  of  Rothsay,  Minn.  She  wrote 
her  record  of  the  incident  on  June  20,  1940,  for 
the  Otter  Tail  County  Historical  Society  from  her 
remembrance  of  the  incident  and  facts  secured 
from  records  of  the  county  and  the  Fergus  Falls 
Journal.  Mrs.  Lien  was  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Runions  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
community.  She  was  married  to  Olaf  Lien  who 
was  a  teacher  here.  They  moved  to  Rothsay 
shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century. 

Her  record  reads  as  follows: 

"There  recently  came  to  my  mind  an  event  that 
took  place  near  the  village  of  New  York  Mills 
during  the  summer  of  1887.  I  was  but  a  small 
girl,  but  remembering  the  comments  of  the  grown- 
ups, I  thought  it  would  be  interesting  to  have  it 
noted  in  the  records  of  the  county.  Through 
relatives  and  county  records  I  have  been  able  to 
glean  the  following  facts: 

On  August  2,  1887,  quadruplets,  all  girls,  were 
born  to  Herman  and  Eva  Blomberg  of  Newton 
township  at  their  farm  home  about  one  mile 
northwest  of  the  village  of  New  York  Mills.  The 
parents  were  awestricken  with  the  arrival  of  four 
babies  at  one  time  as  most  folks  found  it  hard 
to  properly  care  for  one.  The  following  are  the 
names  and  dates  of  death: 

Catherine  Blomberg,  died  August  10,  1887. 

Mathilda  Blomberg,  died  August  14,  1887. 

Ida  Sophia  Blomberg,  died  August  15,  1887. 

Helma  Blomberg,  died  August  16,  1887. 

The  smallest  baby  weighed  four  and  a  half 
pounds,  the  largest  seven  pounds.  There  were  no 
doctors  or  mid-wives,  so  a  sister-inlaw,  Mrs.  Henry 
Blomberg,  cared  for  the  mother  who  died  a  few 
hours  after  the  birth  of  the  babies.  Mrs.  Henry 
Blomberg  continued  to  care  for  the  babies  after 
the  death  of  the  mother,  besides  caring  for  her 
own  family,  her  youngest  son  being  less  than 
two  years  of  age.  She  was  alone  with  her  work, 
had  no  conveniences,  and  hot  days  made  it  prac- 
tically impossible  to  properly  care  for  the  babies' 
food. 

What  a  wonderful  event,  could  it  have  hap- 
pened in  these  days  when  a  proud  community 
would  have  gladly  seen  that  every  care  possible 
was  given  to  the  mother  and  babies. 

Another  unfortunate  happening  occurred  to  the 
Blomberg  family  at  this  same  time.  During  that 
time  of  the  year,  the  mosquitoes  were  very  num- 
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erous  and  smudge  fires  were  built  in  the  cow 
yards  to  ward  off  the  mosquitoes.  During  one  of 
the  evenings,  one  of  the  small  daughters  of  the 
Henry  Blomberg's  had  built  the  smudge  and  the 
little  two-year-old  son  wandered  into  the  cow  yard 
and  ran  into  the  smudge  fire.  His  cries  were  not 
heard  because  of  the  crying  of  the  quadruplets 
at  the  same  time.  When  found,  his  toes  were  so 
badly  burned  that  he  was  crippled  for  life." 

The  Fergus  Falls  Journal  of  August  11,  1887, 
records  the  following  facts  about  this  incident. 

New  York  Mills  Quadruplets 

Yesterday  County  Commissioner  Jung  and  Dr. 
Berthold  of  Perham  visited  New  York  Mills  to 
look  after  the  four  little  waifs  who  came  into 
the  world  there.  They  went  by  team  to  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Blomberg.  They  found  the  babies 
all  neatly  dressed,  lying  side  by  side,  as  cozy  as 
little  kittens. 

The  doctor  examined  them  and  says  they  were 
all  well  developed  infants  and  healthy.  He  says 
he  sees  no  reason  why  they  should  not  live  if  they 
can  have  proper  care.  They  are  not  as  large  as 
first  reported;  they  weigh  from  3Vz  to  4V2  pounds 
each. 

A  sister-in-law  of  the  father  of  the  children 
has  taken  the  four  little  ones  to  her  home  and 
is  trying  to  take  care  of  them.  But  taking  the 
little  ones  together  with  five  more  brothers  and 
sisters,  all  under  five  years  of  age  with  four  of 
her  own  all  under  four  years,  makes  quite  a  large 
family,  especially  when  they  all  live  in  a  one-room 
log  house.  Yet  the  men  found  everything  as  neat 
as  wax  in  the  home.  These  people  are  Finns,  can- 
not speak  English,  and  are  poor,  their  only  pos- 
session being  one  cow. 

Mrs.  Blomberg,  mother  of  the  quads,  died  dur- 
ing childbirth.  The  County  Commission  made  ar- 
rangements to  have  a  nurse  employed  to  take 
care  of  the  four  little  ones  and  the  ladies  of  New 
York  Mills  will  assist  in  making  clothing.  Any 
little  gifts  will  be  thankfully  received  by  these  poor 
people." 


New  City  Hall  completed  in  1940. 


The  Mid-Summer  Celebration 


Anions  the  Finnish  immigrants  to  this  com- 
munity, there  dwelt  the  memory  of  a  celebration 
that  was  the  occasion  for  festivity  in  the  "old  coun- 
try" and  one  which  they  re-established  in  their 
newly  adopted  homeland.  This  is  called  "The  Mid- 
Summer  Festival"  in  English  but  its  Finnish  name 
is  "Juhannusjuhla"  or  the  "Celebration  of  St. 
John's  Day." 

This  festival  has  been  celebrated  in  New  York 
Mills  by  local  groups  and  also  by  gatherings  of 
people  here  from  the  entire  State  of  Minnesota. 
The  Northern  Minnesota  Finnish  Mid-Summer 
Festival  was  held  here  in  1920  and  1934.  Although 
these  celebrations  did  not  have  the  big  bonfire 
and  all-night  dance  associated  with  them  in  the 
Old  World,  they  attracted  thousands  of  people.  The 
festival  held  here  in  1934  had  the  then  Governor 
Floyd  B.  Olson  as  the  main  speaker. 

The  early  community  observance  of  the  "Ju- 
hannusjuhla" has  been  recorded  for  this  history 
by  Matt  I.  Thompson  who  recalls  such  a  cele- 
bration held  at  his  home  68  years  ago.  He  has 
set  it  down  as  follows: 

"There  is  nothing  more  beautiful  than  midsum- 
mer time  in  New  York  Mills,  as  well  as  all  of 
Minnesota. 

In  the  pioneer  days  it  was  the  custom  of  friends 
and  neighbors  among  the  Finnish-speaking  peo- 
ple to  get  together  for  the  friendly  celebration  of 
"Juhannus"  (St.  John)  on  June  24th. 

A  notable  "Juhannus"  celebration  was  held  at 


the  Ivar  Telin  farm  on  the  evening  of  June  24, 
1891.  The  Telin  farm  was  located  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  southeast  of  New  York  Mills.  Some  200 
men,  women  and  children  congregated  there  for 
the  "Juhannus"  festival  and  a  housewarming 
because  the  Telin's  new  home  had  just  been 
completed. 

There  were  long  tables  set  up  on  the  lawn 
groaning  with  good  things  to  eat.  Some  distance 
from  the  house,  a  huge  bonfire  was  built  around 
which  the  folks  played  games  and  sang  popular 
songs.  Some  of  the  young  ladies  and  men  ren- 
dered recitations. 

The  feature  of  the  evening  was  a  rousing  pat- 
riotic address  by  J.  W.  Lahde,  editor  of  the  Finnish 
weekly  newspaper,  "Uusi  Kotimaa"  (New  Home- 
land). For  a  speaker's  stand,  Mr.  Lahde  used  a 
large  white  oak  stump.  In  his  talk  he  pictured  the 
pioneers  who  came  here  to  clear  away  the  forests, 
build  fine  homes,  cultivate  the  green  fields  and 
meadows,  and  raise  splendid  families  of  healthy 
boys  and  girls  who  would  be  the  future  generation 
of  citizens  to  make  the  community  of  New  York 
Mills  the  garden  spot  of  all  America. 

The  celebration  continued  until  6  o'clock  the 
next  morning  when  the  visitors  departed  for  their 
homes  after  having  had  their  morning's  coffee. 

Mr.  Lahde's  predictions  of  that  night  have 
come  to  pass,  for  New  York  Mills  is  truly  a  great 
town  with  its  friendly  neighbors  and  good  citi- 
zens —  a  fine  place  in  which  to  live." 


Pictured  above  is  the  general  committee  for  the  Northern  Minnesota  Finnish  Mid-Summer  Festival  held  in  New  York 
Mills  in  1934.  Seated,  left  to  right,  are  Einar  Lauley,  John  Mark,  J.  A.  "Turp"  Anderson,  Adolph  Lundquist  Ernest 
Pohtila.  Standing,  left  to  right,  are:  unidentified,  Carl  A.  Parta,  Ralph  Henry  Smith. 


24  — 


"A  Great  Fourth  of  July  Town" 


Here  we  have  a  view  of  the  band  leading  the  Fourth  of 
century.  Note  the  kerosene  street  lamp  at  corner  where  the 

New  York  Mills  long  had  a  reputation  for 
having  had  the  finest  Fourth  of  July  celebrations 
of  any  of  the  communities  in  this  section  of  the 
State  of  Minnesota.  The  first  real  celebration 
was  held  in  1884,  the  summer  following  the 
incorporation  of  the  village.  These  celebrations 
continued  to  attract  thousands  of  people  to 
this  community  until  about  the  time  of 
World  War  II.  The  war  "put  a  crimp"  on  celebra- 
tions and  after  the  war  it  became  increasingly 
difficult  to  stage  a  successful  Fourth  of  July 
celebration.  Good  roads,  good  cars  and  the  lure 
of  farther  away  places,  or  even  the  quiet  calm 
of  a  cool  lakeshore,  changed  the  Fourth  of  July 
in  New  York  Mills  from  a  spirited  celebration  day 
to  a  day  of  comparative  quiet. 

Matt  I.  Thompson  vividly  recalls  the  first  big 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  in  this  community,  and 
records  it  as  follows: 

"First  Independence  Day  Celebration" 

"The  first  Independence  Day  (Fourth  of  July) 
celebration  observed  in  the  newly  incorporated 
village  of  New  York  (Mills)  was  observed  in 
1884.  The  gala  event  opened  with  a  salute  of 
100  guns  at  sunrise.  There  were  no  cannons  avail- 
able so  the  pioneer  celebrationists  made  their 
own  "cannon"  with  an  anvil,  length  of  railroad  rail 
and  a  piece  of  pipe. 

A  keg  of  black  powder  was  divided  into  100 
parts.    The  powder  was  packed  into  the  pipe 


July  parade  in  a  celebration  held  at  about  the  turn  of  the 
Liberty  Theatre  is  now  located. 

placed  in  the  ground  and  covered  with  the  section 
of  rail  with  the  anvil  on  top. 

When  this  was  fired,  the  discharge  was  heard 
by  the  residents  in  many  townships  who  were 
awakened  from  their  slumbers  by  the  repeated 
(100)  explosions.  Realizing  that  there  was  a  big 
celebration  getting  underway  in  New  York  Mills 
they  hurried  with  their  chores  and  then  headed 
towards  town.  The  women  folk  came  in  their 
best  gingham  and  calico  and  the  men  in  new  jeans 
and  their  "Sunday  best"  shoes. 


Mayor  Hanson  is  shown  here  as  he  is  getting  ready 
to  lead  the  Fourth  of  July  parade. 


Here  are  Fourth  of  July  floats 

There  was  a  street  parade  at  9:00  a.m.  which 
was  headed  by  a  grand  marshal  on  a  prancing 
white  stallion.  The  color  bearers  followed  and 
behind  them  were  the  16  members  of  the  newly 
formed  band  playing  patriotic  marches.  The 
members  of  the  band  had  not  been  able  to  secure 
uniforms,  so  they  were  attired  in  striped  cotton 
coats  and  caps. 

Immediately  following  the  band  were  several 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  attir- 
ed in  blue  Civil  War  uniforms  and  the  Ladies  of 
the  G.A.R. 

Several  floats  drawn  by  horses  and  oxen  de- 
picted the  lumbering  industry  of  the  era  as  well 
as  advertisemnets  of  the  business  houses  in  the 
village. 

Most  laugh-provoking  section  of  the  parade  was 
some  fifty  clowns  (men  and  women,  boys  and 
girls)  dressed  in  rags  and  riches  of  various  colors 
and  descriptions. 


their  cargoes  of  pretty  belles. 

The  parade  disbanded  at  a  pavilion  constructed 
for  the  program.  This  program  consisted  of  band 
numbers,  the  singing  of  "America,"  reading  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  orations 
of  the  day.  This  concluded  the  forenoon  program. 

During  the  noon  hour  there  were  family  picnic 
dinners  wherever  shade  was  found  —  under  shade 
trees  or  behind  log  and  tie  piles. 

The  afternoon  program  consisted  of  various 
kinds  of  sports  and  races  for  all  ages  and  sexes. 
At  4  p.m.  a  baseball  game  was  played  between 
the  lumberjacks  and  the  young  homesteaders. 

That  night  there  was  a  grand  ball  at  a  dance 
pavilion  erected  immediately  south  of  the  school 
grounds.  A  4-piece  orchestra  furnished  the  music. 
Postmaster  Orsby  played  the  violin,  Mrs.  Ormsby 
the  viola,  the  Ormsby's  son  played  the  cornet  and 
the  daughter  presided  at  the  piano.  The  dance 
continued  until  5  o'clock  the  next  morning. 


And  thus  came  to  end  the  first  big  celebration 
in  the  dear  old  good  town  of  New  York  Mills." 

Another  early  settler  A.  J.  Sitz,  now  deceased, 
has  also  chronicled  an  event  occurring  during  one 
of  those  early  Fourth  of  July  celebrations.  His 
narration  reads  as  follows : 

"In  those  early  days,  the  Fourth  of  July  was 
usually  the  occasion  of  a  lively  celebration.  One 
year  only  a  few  communities  celebrated,  and  the 
fireworks  factories  were  overstocked.  As  a  result, 
the  New  York  Mills  committee  was  able  to  get 
an  unusually  fine  display  of  fireworks  for  their 
money. 

This  was  duly  advertised  as  the  "greatest  dis- 
play of  fireworks  the  county  has  ever  seen."  And 
there  was  really  more  truth  to  the  advertisement 
than  there  is  to  the  commonplace  use  of  superla- 
tives today;  for  we  received  a  good  selection  of 
three  and  four  pound  rockets  and  other  displays 
to  match. 

All  the  boxes  had  been  opened  and  carefully 
covered  with  heavy  canvas.  The  expectant  crowds 
lined  the  high  plank  sidewalks  along  Main  street 
for  —  was  there  not  to  be  the  "greatest  display 
of  fireworks  ever  seen?" 

When  the  first  rocket  was  lighted  in  the  im- 
provised trough,  the  backlash  was  so  strong  that 
it  swept  the  canvas  off  the  open  boxes  and  the 
tail  of  sparks  set  off  the  whole  collection  of  fire- 
works in  a  boom  and  blaze  of  rockets,  pinwheels 
and  Roman  candles. 

One  or  more  of  the  rockets  landed  on  the  roof 
of  Fiske's  livery  barn  and  soon  there  was  a  merry 
blaze  which  was  put  out  by  the  firemen  who  had 
rushed  their  apparatus  to  the  scene. 

All  this  time  the  crowd  "sat  pat,"  thinking  that 
this  was  part  of  the  much-advertised  "greatest 


A  picnic  in  1908 
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display."  When  it  was  explained  that  an  explosion 
had  taken  place,  the  crowd  scattered  in  wildest 
confusion,  seeking  shelter  from  a  danger  that 
had  already  passed,  luckily  without  further 
damage." 

From  reading  these  two  historical  anecdotes  of 
past  Fourth  of  July  celebrations  in  New  York  Mills 
it  is  easy  to  understand  why  this  celebration  held 
such  a  strong  hold  on  the  people  of  the  community 
for  so  many  years. 

In  thinking  back  on  an  earlier  statement  made 
by  the  writer  in  this  story  we  think  that  we  err 
in  believing  that  the  automobile,  good  roads,  and 
the  yearning  for  a  "quiet  day"  did  away  with  the 
good  old  Fourth  of  July.  We  are  more  inclined  to 
think  that  it  passed  from  the  scene  as  the  gen- 
eration that  remembered  these  gala  days  gradually 
became  too  old  to  carry  on  this  fine  tradition  and 
as  the  people  who  really  appreciated  and  under- 
stood what  the  Fourth  of  July  is,  have  gradually 
been  replaced  by  us  "moderns"  who  take  the  Fourth 
of  July  and  almost  everything  else  "for  granted." 


Forming  a  political  parade  in  favor  of  J.  A.  A.  Burn- 
quist  for  governor.  H.  C.  Hanson  is  standing  at  left  of 
drum. 


Party  in  old  city  hall.  This  building  now  used  by  the 
water  department. 


The  Hollanders  Arrive  at  Butler 


In  the  month  of  April,  1910,  a  large  group  of 
people,  including  a  number  of  families  and  25  or 
more  single  men,  along  with  two  priests,  Father 
Van  Dinther  and  Father  Van  Den  Heuvel,  also 
Brother  John  Maas  and  Brother  Harry  Aas,  got  off 
the  Northern  Pacific  train  at  the  New  York  Mills 
depot.  Several  weeks  later  a  similar  though  smaller 
group  arrived. 

These  people  were  all  Hollanders,  and  they  had 
traveled  over  the  ocean  and  half-way  across  the 
American  continent  to  make  their  home  in  what 
is  today  known  as  the  Butler  community. 

Most  of  these  people  were  city  folk.  The  only 
two  in  the  group  having  previous  farming  experi- 
ence being  Harry  Hofland  and  Cornelius  Brauwers. 
The  group  arrived  dressed  in  tall  hats  and  fancy 
city  clothes.  By  this  time  they  were  becoming  a 
bit  disillusioned,  to  say  the  least.  Representatives 
of  the  Johnson  Realty  company,  which  had  con- 
structed a  large  stock  barn,  general  store,  and 
creamery  at  the  Butler  location,  had  earlier  gone 
to  Holland  and  convinced  this  large  group  to  leave 
their  homeland.  They  had  enticed  them  here  with 
offers  of  wonderful  land  available  for  as  little 
as  $10.00  an  acre.  This  land,  once  cleared,  they 
claimed  would  be  ideal  for  the  raising  of  tobacco. 

Traveling  by  horse  and  wagon  out  of  New  York 
Mills,  the  Hollanders  journeyed  over  a  rough  road, 
hardly  more  than  a  trail,  until  they  arrived  in  the 
Butler  wilderness.  It  seemed  to  many  of  them  that 
they  had  reached  the  end  of  the  world. 

After  many  difficulties  a  field  of  tobacco  was 
finally  planted.  By  August  the  tobacco  looked  so 
good  that  a  tobacco  shed,  about  100  feet  long, 
was  constructed.  Then  suddenly  a  hail  storm 
struck.  By  the  time  the  storm  was  over  the  tobacco 
crop  was  completely  destroyed. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Butler,  the  Hollanders 
lived  in  a  semi-communal  society  in  crudely  con- 
structed tar  paper  shacks  grouped  near  the  big 
stock  barn.  They  did  not  know  how  to  work  with 
logs  and  so  were  unable  to  build  log  houses. 

To  keep  their  spirits  up,  the  women  folk,  who 
were  unaccustomed  to  country  life,  tried  to  main- 
tain some  of  the  customs  of  the  old  world.  Al- 
though there  was  no  one  to  see  them,  each  after- 
noon they  would  dress  up  in  their  best  finery  and 
call  on  one  another. 

A  hall  was  built  where  dances  were  held  on 
Saturday  nights  and  special  occasions.  The  same 
hall  was  used  for  several  years  for  church  services. 


Later  a  separate  church  building  was  completed. 

The  priests,  who  arrived  with  the  settlers,  left 
shortly  after  the  colony  was  settled.  One  of  the 
Brothers,  Brother  John  Maas  is  still  living  and 
now  resides  at  Onamia,  Minnesota.  Several  priests 
came  and  went  before  the  arrival  of  Father  Jean 
Baptiste  Keyzers,  who  remained  in  Butler  until 
his  death  in  1932.  In  1931  Father  Keyzers  was 
instrumental  in  constructing  the  present  church 
which  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  church. 

The  Holy  Cross  Catholic  church  of  Butler  cele- 
brated its  25th  anniversary  with  a  very  large  festi- 
val in  1935.  Rev.  Cletus  Herman  now  serves  the 
Butler  parish. 

But  in  spite  of  these  attempts  to  make  life  more 
bearable,  things  in  general  were  pretty  hard  for 
the  Hollanders.  Potato  bugs  were  unheard  of  in 
Holland,  but  everyone  knows  the  damage  they 
do  here.  Before  they  were  aware  of  the  existence  of 
these  pests,  more  than  one  of  the  potato  patches 
was  damaged  so  that  only  the  center  stalks  of 
the  plants  remained. 

Snakes  were  also  plentiful  in  those  early  years, 
often  coming  up  through  the  knot  holes  in  the 
rough  board  floors  right  into  the  settlers'  homes. 
Killing  them  became  something  of  a  joke.  At  one 
time  a  fence  extending  almost  a  mile  from  the 
Butler  store,  was  covered  with  dead  snakes  tossed 
over  the  fence. 

A  humorous  story  is  told  about  how  one  of  the 
settlers  thought  the  roof  of  his  tar  paper  shack  was 
on  fire  when  he  saw  fireflies  swarming  over  it. 
Having  never  heard  of  fireflies  he  quickly  ran  for 
help.  His  wiser  neighbors  teased  him  for  a  long 
time  about  the  "sparks"  coming  out  of  the  roof. 

Gradually,  as  the  Hollanders  became  more  ac- 
customed to  their  new  land,  conditions  improved. 
Soon  they  constructed  their  own  homes  and  barns 
on  their  own  individual  farms. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  Butler  settlement  was 
Cornelia  Hofland,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Hofland  and  sister  of  Mrs.  Cornelius  Sweere,  who 
still  resides  at  Butler.  Cornelia  was  born  the  first 
fall  the  settlers  lived  here. 

In  the  early  thirties  a  cheese  factory  was  tried 
unsuccessfully  at  Butler.  Outside  of  that  one  at- 
tempt in  manufacturing,  the  community  remains 
an  agricultural  one,  chiefly  engaged  in  dairying. 

The  original  group  of  settlers  have  either  died 
or  scattered  for  the  most  part,  although  a  few  of 
them  and  their  children  still  populate  the  now 
prosperous  Butler  community. 
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History  of  Co-op  Enterprises 


Among  the  many  and  varied  business  enter- 
prises that  have  been  carried  on  in  New  York 
Mills  is  the  "Co-operative"  enterprise.  Rural  areas 
have  particularly  been  noted  for  their  Co-operative 
enterprises  and  New  York  Mills  has  a  history  of 
Cooperatives  dating  back  almost  70  years. 

In  the  year  1939,  the  New  York  Mills  Finnish- 
American  Historical  Society  published  a  history 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Finnish  descent  in  New 
York  Mills  and  its  rural  area.  In  this  book,  the 
late  Oscar  Paavola  wrote  a  history  of  the  Co-oper- 
ative enterprises  that  have  been  established  here. 
Because  of  the  thoroughness  of  this  article  and 
its  pertinence  to  the  historical  background  of  our 
community,  we  republish  it.  It  reads  as  follows: 

"The  first  farmers'  Co-operative  in  New  York 
Mills  was  a  general  store,  established  in 
either  1893  or  1894.  It  was  first  located  south 
of  the  tracks  in  the  bulding  now  occupied 
by  the  Kampsula  Funeral  Home.  This  business 
operated  at  that  site  for  only  a  short  time  when 
it  moved  north  of  the  tracks  into  the  Blowers 
store  building  which  was  located  where  the  new 
city  hall  now  stands.  Later,  as  the  business  in- 
creased the  large  and  beautiful  Pary  building, 
made  of  brick,  was  purchased  for  the  business. 
This  building  is  now  occupied  by  the  Karvonen 
and  Son  Furniture  Store.  The  business  remained 
in  this  building  until  it  was  closed  in  1910  or 
1911.  This  Co-operative  did  a  large  and  varied 
business  during  the  many  years  it  was  in  oper- 
ation. The  first  manager  was  a  Mr.  Flinkman, 
who  operated  the  business  for  only  a  short  time. 
Mr.  Gust  Maattala  was  manager  for  many  years 
and  John  P.  Raattama  was  also  one  of  its  man- 
agers. Names  of  other  managers  are  not  available. 

The  next  Co-operative  to  be  established  here 
was  the  New  York  Mills  Cooperative  Creamery 


Otto  Kela  at  work  in  the  old  Heinola  Creamery.  Mr. 
Kela,  now  retired,  later  became  operator  of  the  Se- 
beka  Co-op  Creamery. 


The  first  Co-operative  Creamery  in  New  York  Mills. 
This  building  was  located  on   'Creamery  Hill'  on  the 
south  side  of  town. 

Assn.  This  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1911. 
Its  first  board  of  directors  was  composed  of  S.  J. 
Haarala,  Israel  Hagel,  Jacob  Ojala,  Jacob  Pelto, 
E.  A.  Rousu,  John  P.  Aarni,  Matti  Niemela,  Matti 
Jaakola,  Matt  Lohi,  Henry  Blomberg  and  Abe 
Johnson.  The  first  creamery  building  was  locat- 
ed on  the  south  edge  of  the  village,  about  a  block 
west  of  the  present  site  of  the  Apostolic  Lutheran 
Church.  In  the  year  1924,  the  creamery  built  its 
present  building  on  the  north  side  of  the  tracks. 
The  creamery  has  had  a  long  and  successful  his- 
tory. In  recent  years  it  has  added  an  ice  cream 
plant  and  dairy  bar  which  has  proven  very  pop- 
ular with  the  people  of  the  area. 

Next  to  be  established  was  the  Finnish 
Township  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  This 
was  in  1907.  The  first  board  of  directors  of  this 
firm  was  composed  of  Jacob  Ojala,  president; 
Henry  Anderson,  vice  president;  Olaf  Kunnari, 
secretary;  Isak  Maki,  treasurer;  and  directors 
Matti  Lohi,  Erik  Tolkkinen,  Jacob  Pelto,  E.  A. 
Rousu  and  J.  V.  Jacobson.  This  firm  is  still  locat- 
ed in  New  York  Mills  and  doing  a  fine  business. 
Its  scope  of  activity  extends  to  Otter  Tail,  Wadena, 
Becker,  Cass,  Todd,  Hubbard  and  other  adjacent 
counties. 

In  the  year  1911  another  general  merchandise 
Co-operative  was  formed  which  replaced  the  Farm- 
ers Mercantile  Company  which  ceased  operation 
at  about  that  time.  This  was  named  the  New  York 
Mills  Cooperative  Company  and  it  was  located  in 
the  Almquist  Block  on  the  same  site  as  the  present 
Co-op  Services,  Inc.,  but  it  was  not  the  same 
Cooperative  association.  This  Co-operative  ceased 
operations  in  1931  and  the  building  in  which  it 
was  located  burned  the  same  year.  This  firm  also 
did  a  large  business  during  its  years  of  activity. 
Names  of  board  members  and  managers  are  not 
available. 
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The  New  York  Mills  Farmers  Elevator  Company, 
now  Mills  Farmers  Elevator,  was  established  in 
the  year  1913.  The  founders  of  this  firm  elected 
the  following  to  serve  as  its  first  board  of  direct- 
ors: J.  W.  Jacobson,  John  Perala,  S.  J.  Haarala, 
Matt  Lohi,  M.  H.  Korkalo,  Jacob  Hietala,  Matt 
Erkkila,  J.  M.  Ojala,  Henry  Blomberg,  Fred  Wapo- 
la,  C.  G.  Hyry  and  Matti  Niemela. 

This  elevator  is  in  operation  today,  doing  a 
large  volume  of  business.  It  has  expanded  its 
operations  several  times  during  its  history  and  is 
expanding  again  during  the  Diamond  Jubilee  year. 
Its  operation  has  been  of  benefit  to  everyone  and 
every  year  it  has  declared  a  dividend  and  put 
some  "silver"  in  the  overall  pockets.  Melvin  Paa- 
vola  is  the  manager  of  Mills  Farmers  Elevator. 

The  New  York  Mills  Farmers  Grain  Company 
was  established  in  about  the  year  1918.  It  had 
difficulty  in  operating.  A  flour  mill  was  establish- 
ed in  connection  with  this  elevator  (located  on  the 
south  side  of  the  tracks),  but  this  did  not  "begin 
to  walk"  either.  It  almost  developed  that  the  miller 
was  going  to  be  without  any  bread  and  a  short 
time  later  the  business  was  discontinued  with  the 
founders  being  "sadder  but  wiser."  This  elevator 
was  later  operated  by  C.  B.  Hultquist  who  later 
sold  it  to  the  Mills  Farmers  Elevator  which  now 
operates  both  elevators. 

There  were  two  livestock  shipping  associations  in 
the  community.  The  New  York  Mills  Farmers 
Shipping  Ass'n  is  still  in  operation.  It  was  estab- 


lished about  40  years  ago.  The  Farmers  Central 
Co-operative  Shipping  Assn.  had  its  origin  in 
Heinola.  It  was  established  in  about  the  years 
1918-20.  (It  was  in  operation  at  the  time  Mr.  Paa- 
vola  wrote  his  article,  but  is  no  longer  in  business.) 

The  Cooperative  Oil  Service  was  organized  in 
1930.  Its  first  board  of  directors  was  composed 
of  Jack  Vainionpaa,  Sander  Porkkonen,  Otto  Wal- 
lin,  Walter  Kuivinen,  Aale  Hoyhtya,  Victor  Putikka, 
Charles  Maki,  William  Halmekangas  and  Matt 
Heikkinen. 

The  Farmers  Co-operative  Oil  Assn.  was  estab- 
lished in  1935-37.  This  Co-operative  later  purchas- 
ed the  earlier  organized  oil  service.  The  Farmers 
Co-operative  Oil  Assn.  was  merged  with  Co-op 
Services,  Inc.,  in  the  year  1948.  Ernest  Laurila 
is  manager  of  the  oil  division  of  Co-op  Services. 

The  Heinola  Cooperative  Creamery  Assn.  was 
begun  in  the  year  1905  and  was  legally  organized 
January  1,  1907.  The  first  board  of  directors  was 
composed  of  Henry  Anderson,  chairman;  Peter 
Raattama,  vice  chairman;  Adolph  Anderson,  sec- 
retary; Jacob  Hietala,  treasurer;  Chas.  J.  Palo, 
John  Sumi  and  Oscar  Hill,  directors.  The  cream- 
ery operated  until  about  the  year  1941. 

The  Heinola  Telephone  Company  was  organized 
July  1,  1909,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $2,100.00. 
The  first  officers  of  this  corporation  were  J.  P. 
Arni,  president;  Henry  Anderson,  vice-president; 
M.  H.  Korkalo,  treasurer;  John  Carlund,  secretary; 
Jonas  Ojala,  F.  O.  Haapasaari  and  Fred  Wapola, 


Hugh  Muckala  in  the  old  New  York  Mills  creamery. 
Mr.  Muckala  later  became  operator  of  the  creamery 
at  Bagley. 
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directors.  To  begin  with,  the  firm  had  a  limited 
area  of  operation,  principally  in  the  Ileinola  area 
for  about  12  years.  In  June,  1921,  the  firm  pur- 
chased the  New  York  Mills  Exchange  from  James 
Dooley,  and  since  that  time  it  had  its  main  office 
and  business  in  New  York  Mills,  it  discontinued 
operations  in  1953  when  it  sold  its  entire  opera- 
tion to  Roy  ale  B.  Arvig  and  the  East  Otter  Tail 
Telephone  Co. 

The  Heinola  Farmers  Co-operative  Mercantile 
Ass'n.  was  established  in  the  year  1911.  Its  first 
board  of  directors  was  composed  of  Chales  Palo, 
Charles  Kasma,  John  Carlund,  Gust  Kastama, 
Henry  Anderson,  Charles  Lakso  and  Peter  Toppi. 

In  about  the  year  1933,  this  Co-operative  estab- 
lished a  branch  store  in  the  village  of  New  York 
Mills.  About  the  year  1938,  it  built  a  new  building 
in  New  York  Mills  on  the  site  where  it  is  now 
located.  In  the  year  1948  the  Heinola  Store  was 
designated  the  branch  store  and  the  main  store 
was  in  New  York  Mills.  The  Heinola  branch  was 
discontinued  in  1957.  The  Co-operative  was  re- 
organized in  the  year  1948  and  its  name  was 
changed  to  Coop  Services,  Inc.  This  year,  1959, 


the  store  is  remodeling  and  building  a  new  sec- 
tion to  make  it  a  completely  modern  Co-op  Shop- 
ping Center.  Jack  Witt  is  manager. 

The  Co-op  Locker  Plant  was  established  in  the 
year  1945. 


Here  is  a  picture  of  the  last  steam  engine  to  be  used 
in  this  area.  It  was  used  as  late  as  the  spring  of  1959 
by  the  Lahti  brothers.  They  sold  it  in  July  1959  to  a  man 
from  South  Dakota  who  will  use  it  as  a  show  piece. 


The  brick  yard  pictured 
here  was  located  on  the 
south  side  of  the  present 
Andrew  Kastama  farm.  Brick 
was  first  made  by  hand  here 
by  Andrew  Tuomela  who 
homesteaded  the  farm  where 
the  yard  was  located.  The 
Baker  brothers  of  Deer  Creek 
A.  D.  and  Herb  and  C.  D. 
of  Fergus  Falls,  leased  this 
site  in  1904  and  established 
a  regular  brick-making  fac- 
tory on  the  site.  Early  rec- 
ords of  this  business  are  re- 
corded in  the  Deer  Creek 
Mirror  in  1906.  The  paper 
stated  that  the  clay  on  that 
land  is  said  to  be  of  the 
finest  quality  and  that  there 
should  be  a  big  demand  for 
the  product  because  of  the 
high  price  of  lumber. 

On  July  28,  1906,  fires  were 
built  in  the  kiln  and  produc- 
tion was  underway.  Sales 
were  good  with  an  order  for 

400,000  from  Fergus  Falls.  In  1907  a  brick  caster  was 
installed  which  had  a  capacity  of  25,000  brick  per  day. 
They  also  installed  a  Case  steam  engine  and  dispensed 
with  horse-power  for  operating  the  machinery.  The 
yard  turned  out  a  half  million  brick  in  the  1907  season. 

The  Bakers  later  leased  the  yard  to  a  German  brick- 
maker  by  the  name  of  Simon  and  his  son  George. 
They  installed  a  stone  crusher  and  molding  machine. 
In  the  year  1914  a  severe  storm  ruined  thousands 


THE  OLD  BRICK  YARD 


of  brick  that  they  had  stock  piled  causing  them  con- 
siderable loss.  Shortly  after  that  the  brick  yard  was 
closed  and  the  machinery  abandoned  and  sold  for 
junk.  When  the  Wadena-Ottertail  road  was  built,  the 
brick  yard  ground  was  leveled  and  all  that  remains  is 
the  hole  in  the  hill  from  where  the  clay  was  taken. 

The  man  in  above  picture  is  Jalmer  Koski,  a  step-son 
of  Gustaf  Kastama. 

Fred  Voge  of  Deer  Creek  provided  this  information. 
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New  York  Mills  Churches 


APOSTOLIC  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 


Apostolic  Lutheran  Church 


At  the  old  site 


The  earliest  Finnish  settlers  in  this  community 
belonged  to  the  Apostolic  Lutheran  branch  of 
Lutheranism.  They  held  their  first  religious  ser- 
vices June  19,  1877  at  the  Andrew  Puupera  home. 
The  following  people  were  present,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  Autio,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Puupera, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alex  Nykanen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matti 
Ronkainen,  Isaac  Westola,  and  the  preacher  was 
Israel  Hagel. 

The  first  Finnish  minister  of  the  gospel  was 
Matti  Ronkainen.  John  Mursu  served  the  congrega- 
tion from  1880  to  1911  and  Israel  Hagel  from 
1911  to  1932.  Throughout  those  years  the  minis- 
ters served  without  pay,  earning  their  livelihood 
by  farming. 

Others  that  have  performed  ministerial  duties 
were  the  late  Aatu  Kela  and  Peter  Raattama  and 
also  Matt  Erkkila  and  Emil  Kallinen. 

The  congregation  built  the  first  Lutheran  church 
building  to  be  erected  in  this  community  in  1883. 
It  was  located  in  a  small  ravine  several  miles 
south  of  New  York  Mills. 

A  second  church  was  built  on  the  same  site  in 
1903.  It  was  moved  to  its  present  location  on 


South  Main  Street  in  the  village  of  New  York 
Mills  in  1945.  Additions  have  been  made  making 
the  structure  82  feet  long  and  58  feet  wide.  A 
basement  with  a  kitchen  and  dining  room  was 
added  and  throughout  the  years  other  improve- 
ments have  been  made. 

Before  the  church  was  moved,  Andrew  Wirkkala 
served  as  minister.  After  he  moved  to  the  west 
coast,  Walter  Mursu  was  elected  to  serve  the 
church.  The  present  minister  is  George  Wilson, 
having  come  here  in  1950.  Besides  serving  in  the 
local  church,  Rev.  Wilson  is  a  visiting  minister 
in  several  communities  in  North  and  South  Dakota 
and  other  Minnesota  communities. 

In  former  years,  services  were  held  only  in  the 
Finnish  language,  but  now  services  are  held  in 
both  the  English  and  Finnish  languages.  For  a 
long  time  after  the  church  was  organized,  con- 
firmation school  was  conducted  in  Finnish  only, 
but  for  the  past  20  years  it  has  been  in  English. 

The  original  founders  of  the  congregation  are 
now  deceased  and  the  members  now  are  of  another 
generation.  The  1952  census  of  the  church  showed 
that  the  membership  was  952  which  included  the 
supporting  and  communicant  members  and 
their  children. 

The  present  board  members  are  Abner  Hentila, 
chairman;  Charley  Amberg,  vice  chairman;  Er- 
nest Niskala,  secretary;  Edwin  Keskitalo,  treasur- 
er; the  other  members  of  the  board  are  Hj  aimer 
Tumberg,  Richard  Tumberg,  and  Eino  Ojala. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 


A  small  group  of  English-speaking  people  band- 
ed together  for  the  purpose  of  holding  religious 
services  as  early  as  1893.  They  had  no  building 
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This  is  a  picture  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  taken  in  1902.  The  group  is  shown 
gathered  in  front  of  the  old  fire  hall  which  was  locat- 
ed on  the  northeast  corner  of  Central  Park  where  they 
had  put  up  a  lunch  room  for  the  day. 

Standing  in  the  back  row  are  (left  to  right):  Mrs. 
Abigail  Sawyer,  Mrs.  Mate  Nelscn,  Mrs.  Victor  Rector, 
Mrs.  August  Sitz.  Seated  at  the  table  are  Mrs.  Henry 
Ziebell  and  Bernice,  Mrs.  Cora  Fiske,  Mrs.  Clark  Rand, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Miller,  Mrs.  Matt  Telin,  Mrs.  Chris  Kimber- 
lin,  Mrs.  Otis  Marquardt  and  children  Myrtle  (Mrs. 
James  Caruthers)  and  Merle.  In  the  front  row  are 
Mrs.  Guy  Hastings,  Mrs.  Fred  Reynolds  and  Mrs.  L. 
W.  Miner. 

of  their  own  but  were  allowed  to  use  the  Independ- 
ent Lutheran  Church  building  (now  known  as 
Trinity  Lutheran  Church)  for  Sunday  school  and 
occasional  church  services. 

On  March  24,  1903,  after  some  negotiations 
with  the  Congregational  Conference,  a  meeting 
was  called  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  church 
in  New  York  Mills.  The  Rev.  E.  H.  Stickney  of 
Fargo,  who  was  then  superintendent  of  the  North 
Pacific  Association,  came  to  assist  in  the  organiza- 
tion. It  was  voted  that  the  following  persons  be 
approved  for  membership:  Mrs.  Cora  Fiske,  Mrs. 
V.  C.  Rector,  Mrs.  A.  Sawyer,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Mitchell, 
Mrs.  Matt  Telin,  Mrs.  Julia  Hart,  Miss  Margaret 
Hart,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Miller,  and  Mrs.  Nelson  Hart. 

The  church  was  legally  incorporated  and  duly 
filed  with  the  register  of  deeds  in  Otter  Tail  county 
on  June  26,  1903. 

A  committee  was  at  once  appointed  to  find  a 
suitable  site  for  a  building,  and  work  on  the  con- 
struction started  immediately.  Oscar  Heinonen 
was  the  contractor.  The  building  was  just  as  you 
see  it  today  except  there  was  no  basement  and 
very  little  foundation. 

The  first  minister  of  the  Congregational  church 
was  Rev.  Conrad  who  served  for  the  years  1903 
and  1904.  The  Rev.  E.  E.  Lindsay,  who  lived  on 
a  farm  near  Aldrich,  was  pastor  from  1905 
through  the  year  1914.  The  Rev.  Jos.  L.  Plante 
was  a  resident  pastor  from  1915  to  1918.  Rev. 
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Thorp  and  Rev.  Keiser  served  in  1919  and  1920. 
The  next  pastors  were  Rev.  J.  E.  Jansen,  1925- 
28;  Rev.  Thomell,  1929;  Rev.  Jansen,  1930-34; 
Rev.  Lee  State  came  on  September  15,  1937,  as 
a  resident  pastor.  The  church  was  remodeled  while 
Mr.  State  was  pastor  here.  He  left  in  1941.  The 
Rev.  Harold  Sanders  then  moved  here  as  resident 
pastor  for  one  year.  In  September  1942,  the  Rev. 
Theoph.  Meckel,  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  of  Wadena  began  serving  the  New  York 
Mills  congregation  as  well.  He  faithfully  served 
this  church  until  his  retirement  about  two  years 
ago.  Since  that  time  the  Rev.  Mel  Graupmann 
of  Perham  has  served  the  congregation. 

TRINITY  EV.  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 


On  July  6,  1892,  the  First  Finnish  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  was  organized,  which  today  is 
known  as  the  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  church 
of  New  York  Mills.  A  church  edifice  was  built  and 
partly  finished  the  same  year  which  served  the 
congregation  for  58  long  years. 

Although  all  pastors  regularly  serving  the  con- 
gregation since  its  organization  were  members  of 
the  National  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  the 
congregation  nevertheless  was  independent  and 
the  church  was  known  as  the  Indepedent  Luther- 
an church  until  1924,  when  it  joned  the  National 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod.  The  name  Trinity 
was  adopted  in  1946.  In  1936  a  small  congrega- 
tion known  as  the  Topelius  Evangelical  Lutheran 
National  church  was  united  with  Trinity  group. 

Founders  of  the  congregation  in  New  York 
Mills  are  recorded  as  August  Nylund,  Harry  J. 
Haarala,  Henry  Pajari,  Olaf  Pary,  John  Keteri, 
and  Victor  Vitikka.  The  founders  of  the  Topelius 
congregation  were  Jacob  Wormas,  Victor  Maki, 
Gust  Porkkonen,  Charles  Wick,  and  Sakris  Pih- 
laja.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Esa  Johnson,  also  charter  mem- 
bers, donated  the  site  on  which  the  church  was 
built. 

The  Leaf  Lake  congregation  which  is  served 
by  the  pastor  of  Trinity  church  was  organized 


December  31,  1888.  Founders  of  the  congregation 
were:  Sakris  Pajunpaa,  John  Gunnari,  John  Pa- 
junpaa  and  Gustaf  Kauppi.  The  first  pastor  to 
serve  this  group  was  the  Rev.  John  Nissila. 

Among  the  pastors  who  served  the  Trinity  con- 
gregation from  the  time  of  its  founding  until  1930 
were:  Rev.  S.  A.  Krankala,  Rev.  John  Huuskonen, 
Rev.  Matt  Anttonen  and  Rev.  P.  Miettinen.  Rev. 
John  Haakana  served  the  church  from  1915  to  1921 
and  again  from  1927  to  1930.  Rev.  Krankala  came 
here  from  Sebeka  during  the  1930s.  Rev.  H.  P. 
Esala  was  pastor  here  during  the  time  the  pre- 
sent edifice  was  planned  and  built.  The  building 
constructed  of  Ohio  brick  and  pumice  block  has 
an  overall  size  of  32  by  82  feet  with  a  wing  spread 
of  55  feet.  It  was  dedicated  on  September  24,  1950. 

Rev.  Esala  left  New  York  Mills  in  1950.  Since 
that  time  the  congregation  has  been  served  by 
Rev.  Raymond  Aho,  Rev.  Edwin  Aho,  and  the 
present  pastor  is  Rev.  William  Ross. 


ST.  PETER'S  EV.  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 


Original  St.  Peter's  Church 


The  first  Evangelical  Lutheran  services  (Suomi 
Synod)  among  the  Finnish  settlers  were  held  here 
in  1883  by  the  Rev.  A. A.  Backman  of  Calumet, 
Michigan.  Other  ministers  who  later  visited  here 
were  the  Rev.  J.  K.  Nikander,  later  president  of 
Suomi  College,  the  Rev.  Eloheimo,  and  a  Rev. 
Williamson. 

An  independent  Lutheran  church  was  erected 
here  in  1892.  The  St.  Peter's  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  was  organized  by  a  group  of  citizens  who 
attended  this  church  but  wished  to  affiliate  with 
the  Suomi  Synod  or  National  Finnish-American 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  The  organization 


The  new  edifice 

meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Tobias  Flinkman 
on  September  27,  1896.  Matt  Salminen  was  elect- 
ed president  of  the  newly  organized  congregation; 
Matt  Telin  (Thompson),  secretary,  Herman 
Thompson,  treasurer,  and  John  Keteri  and  John 
Winberg  (Finberg)  members  of  the  church  council. 

The  following  persons  paid  their  membership 
dues  in  1897  for  themselves  and  their  families. 
John  Keteri,  Peter  Blomberg,  Matt  Salminen,  John 
Winberg  (Finberg),  Herman  Thompson,  Tobias 
Flinkman,  Matt  Telin  (Thompson),  Herman  Blom- 
berg, John  Neuvonen,  Kalle  H.  Laakso,  John 
Hannunkoski,  Erick  Jaakola,  William  Ahola,  Matt 
Litous,  Antti  Markkula,  Sakri  Harju,  Abram  Kivi- 
kangas  and  Olof  Rousu. 

The  congregation  met  first  at  the  Independent 
Lutheran  church,  later  in  the  upstairs  hall  in  what 
is  now  the  Karvonen  and  Son  Furniture  Store. 
They  also  met  a  few  times  at  the  Congregational 
church.  In  1908  they  bought  a  church  building, 
which  formerly  had  been  used  by  the  local  and 
Bluffton  Catholics  who  had  left  New  York  Mills 
in  favor  of  the  Bluffton  location.  This  building  was 
remodeled.  In  1911  dedication  services  were  held. 
Various  improvements  were  added  to  this  build- 
ing through  the  years,  but  with  the  growth  of 
the  congregation,  it  became  entirely  inadequate. 
The  church  was  torn  down  and  a  new  modern 
brick  building  erected  on  the  same  site  in  1958. 

St.  Peter's  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  ob- 
served its  fiftieth  anniversary  with  a  large  celebra- 
tion in  1946.  The  Rev.  Ralph  J.  Jalkanen,  now  of 
Ashtabula,  Ohio,  was  the  pastor. 

Other  pastors  who  have  served  the  church  are 
Henry  Sarvela,  John  Back,  and  J.  K.  Nikander, 
1897-98;  Henry  Tanner,  K.  Sahlberg,  Sarvela, 
Mikko  Harvikainen,  1899-1907;  Sarvela  and  S. 
H.  Ronka,  1902-04;  K.  Salovaara,  1905;  H.  Anias 
and  A.  Hopponen,  1906;  P.  Keranen,  Mikko  Haa- 
pala,  F.  Sjoblom  and  Kalle  Klockarla,  1907-09; 
Keranen,  S.  Ilmonen,  A.  Riippa  and  M.  Pesonen, 
191011;  D.  A.  Samanen  1911-16;  Otto  Maki, 
1916-17;  Antti  Karlin,  1917-20;  Taito  Kantonen, 
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1920-24;  Vilho  Ranta,  1924-31;  Franz  Koski,  1931- 
36;  Eino  Tuori,  1936-38;  John  F.  Saarinen,  1938- 
41;  A.  Juntunen,  V.  Ylonen  and  Dr.  A.  Kononen 
1941-43);  R.  J.  Jalkanen,  Melvin  Hagelberg,  and 
Giles  Ekola.  Walter  M.  D.  Olsen  has  served  the 
congregation  since  1957. 

ASSEMBLY  OF  GOD  CHURCH 


The  local  Assembly  of  God  Church  congregation 
had  its  origin  during  the  1920's  when  evangelists 
and  ministers  traveling  through  the  community 


held  services  in  homes  and  churches  open  to 
them.  Among  these  evangelists  were  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Anton  Salo,  now  of  Berkeley,  California; 
evangelist  Jacob  Nikkola  of  Wakefield,  Michigan; 
evangelist  Liida  Myyra  from  Duluth;  and  Isaac 
Maki  from  Menahga,  Minnesota.  It  was  then 
better  known  as  the  Pentecostal  Movement. 

Through  the  years  meetings  were  conducted 
from  time  to  time  in  homes  and  local  churches  un- 
til the  year  1948,  when  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Wuori  came  with  their  family  from  Michigan  and 
settled  in  New  York  Mills.  They  held  regular  ser- 
vices and  Sunday  school  in  their  home,  being 
also  assisted  by  Emil  Marjamaa  of  Menahga, 
during  which  time  a  number  were  converted. 

The  Wuori's  were  followed  by  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Harold  Kamppi  in  1953.  During  their  time 
of  ministry  the  Homestead  town  hall  was  purch- 
ased and  moved  to  town  and  remodeled,  making 
the  present  Assembly  of  God  Church  which  is 
located  across  the  street  from  the  Elementary 
school. 

Pastors  serving  the  church  following  the  minis- 
try of  the  Kamppis  have  been  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Wilho  Till,  who  served  for  two  years,  and  the 
present  pastor,  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  N.  M.  Seppala, 
who  came  a  year  ago  from  Portland,  Oregon. 


Community  Organizations 


WOMEN'S  CLUB 

The  Woman's  Club  of  New  York  Mills  was 
founded  in  1930.  Charter  members  of  the  organiza- 
tion are  Mrs.  J.  A.  Anderson,  Mrs.  Jessie  Miller, 
and  Mrs.  Alice  Morstad,  all  of  New  York  Mills, 
and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Sondergaard,  now  making  her 
home  in  California. 

The  members  of  the  Woman's  Club  have  been 
active  in  many  civic  affairs  in  New  York  Mills 


This  is  the  girls'  physical  education  class  on  May 
25,  1898.  Reading  from  left  to  right  in  the  picture  are: 
Stella  Kimberlin,  Pearl  Rablin,  Anna  Johnson,  Blondina 
Sitz,  Olga  Nylund,  Bessie  Allen,  Miss  Ridell  (teacher), 


since  the  club's  founding.  Their  chief  contribution, 
however,  was  the  establishment  of  the  New  York 
Mills  Public  Library  in  1933.  This  library  was  or- 
ganized and  managed  by  this  organization  for 
25  years,  until  1958.  During  most  of  that  time 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Miller  was  the  club  librarian.  Since 
1958  the  library  has  been  operated  by  the  Candle- 
light Study  Club  which  was  founded  as  a  junior 
women's  club  by  the  senior  organization. 

Past  presidents  are:  Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Ost,  1930-31; 


Alice  Yates,  Millie  Reynolds,  Alvina  Johnson,  Alice 
Turner,  Margaret  Ollikain,  Frances  Turner.  The  picture 
was  taken  in  the  school  yard. 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  CLASS  IN  1898 
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Mrs.  W.  A.  Miller,  1931-32;  Mrs.  Serena  Moxness, 
1932-33;  Mrs.  Frank  Lake,  1933-34;  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Sondergaard,  1934-35;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Schunk,  1935- 
36;  Mrs.  Caren  Taphouse,  1936-37;  Mrs.  H.  T. 
Fiske,  1937-38;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Anderson,  1938-39; 
Mrs.  Charles  Carlson,  1939-40;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Han- 
son, 1940-41;  Mrs.  E.  E.  Lauley,  1941-42;  Mrs. 
Carl  A.  Parta,  1942-43;  Mrs.  Caren  Taphouse, 
1943-44;  Mrs.  C.  J.  Klein,  1944-45;  Mrs.  Alice 
Lund,  1945-46;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hanson,  1946-47; 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Anderson,  1947-48;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Miller, 
1948-49;  Mrs.  Carl  A.  Parta,  1949-50;  Mrs.  Carl 
A.  Parta,  1950-51;  Mrs.  Nell  Kimmes,  1951-52; 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Jacobson,  Sr.,  1952-53;  Mrs.  Eino 
Ojala,  1953-54;  Mrs.  Alice  Morstad,  1954-55;  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Anderson,  1955-56;  Mrs.  Selma  Jussila,  1956- 
57;  Mrs.  Nell  Kimmes,  1957-58;  Mrs.  Mabel  And- 
erson, 1958-59. 

The  following  members  have  passed  away.  Mrs. 
Tekla  Lake,  Mrs.  Margaret  Schunk;  Mrs.  Helen 
Buerkle,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fiske,  Mrs.  Amanda  Kulla, 
Mrs.  Caren  Taphouse,  Mrs.  Frances  Olson,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Maire,  Mrs.  Lempi  Parta,  Mrs.  Nell 
Kimmes. 

"To  live  in  the  hearts  we  leave  behind  is  not 
to  die." 


CANDLELIGHT  STUDY  CLUB 

The  Candlelight  Study  Club  is  a  community 
service  organization.  The  members  have  conduct- 
ed the  annual  "March  of  Dimes"  drive  in  the 
community  for  a  number  of  years.  They  assist  the 
Lions  Club  in  staging  the  annual  summer  festival, 
a  big  feature  of  which  is  the  "Children's  Day 
Parade".  The  group  has  also  purchased  and  placed 
the  playground  equipment  and  picnic  tables  in 
Smith  Prak,  and  participated  in  many  other  worth- 
while projects  through  the  years. 

In  1958  the  club  took  over  the  management  of 
the  New  York  Mills  Public  Library,  and  are 
carrying  on  the  work  begun  there  by  the  Senior 
Women's  Club.  Members  of  the  library  board 
are  Mrs.  June  Parta,  Mrs.  Vinnette  Nikkari,  Mrs. 
Hazel  Ellingson  and  Mrs.  Marlys  Kampsula. 

The  Candlelight  Study  Club  was  organized  in 
1939  by  the  Woman's  Club  of  New  York  Mills.  At 
first  it  was  a  junior  affiliate  of  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Women's  Clubs.  It  now  has  regular 
status  in  that  organization. 

The  first  president  was  Mrs.  Angeline  Buerkle 
who  will  also  serve  as  president  during  the  1959- 
60  club  year.  Of  the  present  membership  Mrs. 
Hazel  Ellingson,  Mrs.  Arberta  Grieger,  Mrs.  Hazel 


ROYAL  NEIGHBORS  OF  AMERICA  IN  1911 


Back  row,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Erickson,  Mrs.  Austin, 
Mrs.  Tracy,  Anna  Muckala,  Hazel  Groves,  Mrs.  Brill, 
Fanny  Austin,  Lina  Rand,  Mrs.  Backlund,  Mrs.  Maire. 

In  the  middle  row  are:  Mrs.  Roth,  Mrs.  Rand,  Mrs, 


Stinar,  Hilda  Hopponen,  Hilma  Erickson. 

Seated  in  the  front  are  Anna  Matala  and  Charley 
Matala. 
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Mellin,  Mrs.  Bea  Setterholm,  Mrs.  Fern  Morstad, 
Mrs.  Emmy  Lou  Steblay,  and  Mrs.  Vinnette  Nik- 
kari,  have  served  as  president.  Mrs.  June  Parta 
has  served  at  two  different  intervals  as  president. 
Mrs.  Lionel  Hintz,  no  longer  a  member,  also  served 
two  years  as  president. 

Of  the  original  membership  only  Mrs.  Angeline 
Buerkle,  Mrs.  Hazel  Mellin,  Mrs.  Bea  Setterholm, 
and  Mrs.  June  Parta  remain  in  the  club. 

In  memoriam:  Mrs.  Gladys  Hanson;  Mrs.  Mar- 
jorie  Reynolds;  Mrs.  Freda  Hintz. 

PARENT-TEACHERS  ASSN. 

For  many  years  an  organization  known  as  the 
Community  Club  met  regularly  once  a  month  in 
the  high  school  auditorium  in  New  York  Mills. 
This  was  similar  in  many  respects  to  a  Parent- 
Teachers  Association  although  it  was  not  affiliat- 
ed with  that  organization.  It  disbanded  about 
the  year  1941. 

A  similar  organization  which  immediately  took 
steps  to  affiliate  with  the  National  Association  of 
Parents  and  Teachers  held  its  organizational  meet- 
ing on  March  24,  1949.  Regular  monthly  meetings 
began  in  the  fall  of  1949.  Membership  in  this 
organization  varies  from  year  to  year  but  is  usual- 
ly well  over  100  members.  It  has  numbered  close 
to  200  on  several  occasions. 

The  P.T.A.  has  been  active  in  community  pro- 
jects which  are  connected  with  the  school. 

They  have  conducted  a  community  auction, 
given  a  community  smorgasbord,  produced  a  play, 
and  sponsored  the  appearance  of  various  groups 
such  as  the  Orphean  Chorus  of  Fergus  and  the 
WD  AY  Barn  Dance  in  order  to  raise  funds  for 


various  school  projects  such  as  the  purchase  of 
band  uniforms,  etc. 

The  group  also  furnished  a  teachers'  lounge 
in  the  elementary  school  building  and  one  in  the 
high  school  with  funds  they  raised. 

Each  spring  the  P.T.A.  sponsors  a  clinic  for 
pre-school  children  called  the  "Spring  Round-up". 

Presidents  of  this  organization  have  been  O.  D. 
Tingum,  W.  H.  Dittes,  Mrs.  Eino  Ojala,  Mrs.  Wal- 
fred  Majava,  Herbert  Leidahl,  Mrs.  Russell  Parta, 
Clifford  G.  Nelson,  Walter  Tikkanen,  Norman 
Craft  (two  terms).  The  present  president  is  Verner 
Anderson. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  the  Stinar- 
Sturdevant-Stoltz  Post  No.  16  was  the  thirteenth 
,unit  to  be  organized  in  the  state  of  Minnesota. 
The  membership  charter  is  dated  July  18,  1925, 
and  has  the  following  names  listed  as  charter 
members  of  the  organization:  Mrs.  Anna  Hanson, 
Mrs.  Mildred  Fiske,  Miss  Sarah  Stinar,  Mrs.  Katie 
Reynolds,  Mrs.  Hannah  Reynolds,  Miss  Hilja  Hop- 
ponen,  Mrs.  Ellen  Haarala,  Miss  Thora  Stinar, 
Mrs.  Marian  Stinar  (Gold  Star  Mother),  Mrs.  Emma 
Hopponen,  Mrs.  Alma  Olson,  Mrs.  Clara  Lloyd, 
Mrs.  Anna  Erickson,  Miss  Clara  Erickson,  Miss 
Anna  Hintsala. 

During  the  course  of  the  first  year  the  organiza- 
tion had  a  membership  of  68  members.  Mrs. 
Mildred  Fiske  was  the  first  president  and  Mrs. 
Anna  Hanson,  the  second  president. 

Present  officers  are  president,  Mrs.  Pearl  Boyle, 
vice  president,  Mrs.  Ennon  Johnson;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Aaron  Roberts;  secretary,  Mrs.  Thora  Pelto- 


MODERN  WOODMEN  OF  AMERICA  ABOUT  1902 


Standing  in  the  back  row  are  J.  O.  Johnson,  Bill  Front  row  is  unidentified,  may  be  visiting  dignitaries. 
Telin,  Andrew  Niemela,  Dave  Fiske,  Orris  Cooley,  Matt  The  picture  was  taken  upstairs  in  the  Pary  building 
Telin,  Charles  Hallock,  Charles  Matala,  Fred  Reynolds.         where  the  lodge  held  its  meetings. 
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niemi;  chaplain,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Williamson.  The 
executive  committee  is  composed  of  Mrs.  Agnes 
Hanson,  Mrs.  Clara  Roller,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Downing. 

The  organization  has  been  active  through  the 
years  in  giving  help  to  needy  veteran's  families 
at  holiday  time,  making  quilts  and  other  needed 
items  for  veteran's  hospitals,  and  supplying  lay- 
ettes to  needy  veteran's  families.  They  have  spon- 
sored various  Memorial  Day  and  Armistice  Day 
programs  and  assisted  with  Poppy  Day  sales.  At 
one  time  they  sponsored  a  Campfire  Girls  unit 
here. 

V.F.W.  AND  AUXILIARY 
On  April  28,  1935,  a  group  of  48  veterans  of 
World  War  I,  from  the  eastern  section  of  Otter 
Tail  county  banded  together  to  form  the  first 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Post  in  this  area.  They 
were  granted  Charter  No.  3289  by  the  national 
organization,  and  named  their  post  in  honor  of 
Donald  Center's  father,  Charles  D.  Center,  who 
had  been  an  officer  in  World  War  I. 


Victor  Hopponen  was  the  first  Commander  of 
the  new  V.F.W.  Post.  Other  members  with  25 
years  active  work  in  the  New  York  Mills  V.F.W. 
are  James  Harding,  Emil  Hansen,  Oscar  Soller. 
The  first  men  to  join  the  post,  from  World  War 
II,  were  Uno  Maki,  Elmer  Paavola,  Art  Ojala,  Ed 
Hendrickx,  and  Richard  Kultala. 

Three  years  after  the  V.F.W.  received  its  charter 
their  mothers,  wives,  widows,  sisters,  and  daugh- 
ter united  to  form  a  Ladies  Auxiliary  with  Elvina 
Nelson  of  Perham  as  the  first  president. 

The  V.F.W.  and  Auxiliary  have  been  active  in 
community  service  and  veteran's  affairs.  Some 
of  the  many  projects  which  they  have  conducted 
or  assisted  with  through  the  years  include: 

Sponsored  youth  center;  Taped  bikes  with 
Scotch-Lite  for  safe  riding  for  youngsters;  Sponsor- 
ed Bloodmobile  collections  several  times;  Secured 
respirator  for  the  local  fire  department  and  hospi- 
tal beds  and  wheel  chairs  for  use  by  local  people; 
Sending  gifts  and  sewing  comfort  items  for  veter- 


YOUNG  LADIES  IN  1904 


A  group  of  young  ladies  gathered  together  in  1904 
to  have  their  photograph  taken.  In  the  back  row,  from 
left  to  right,  are:  Nettie  Koller,  Pearl  Rablin,  Frances 


Turner,  Edna  Wilcox,  Olga  Nylund.  In  the  center  row 
are  Blanche  Groves,  Blondina  Sitz,  Susan  Austin,  Alice 
Turner.  In  front  are  Anna  Johnson  and  Stella  Kimberlin. 
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ans  in  hospitals;  Sponsor  legislation  in  favor  ol' 
veterans;  Aid  local  veterans;  Donated  to  the 
$450,000  Cancer  Research  Building  erected  by 
Minnesota  V.F.W  at  the  University  of  Minnesota; 
Hold  military  rites  lor  all  deceased  veterans  in 
community;  Assisted  family  homes  whose  posses- 
sions burned;  Continual  collection  of  clothing  for 
needy  and  giving  of  food  bashkets  for  Thanks- 
giving and  Christmas;  Hold  commemorative  ser- 
vices and  parade  on  Memorial  Day;  Support  Amer- 
icanism programs;  Support  the  V.F.W.  National 
Home  at  Eaton  Rapids,  Michigan;  Sponsored  ad- 
mission of  comrade  August  Nousaine's  family  into 
the  V.F.W  National  Home;  Educate  members  in 
Civil  Defense;  Honor  Gold  Star  Mothers;  Contrib- 
ute to  local  Mid-Summer  and  Children's  Festival; 
Pledge  to  furnish  a  room  at  proposed  Elders' 
Home;  Sponsored  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps;  Invest- 
ed $1,000  in  the  baseball  lights;  Assisted  on  fund 
drives;  Sponsored  Softball  team;  Basketball  uni- 
forms for  Flying  Finns. 

At  the  present  time  the  V.F.W  has  145  mem- 
bers and  the  Auxiliary  has  53  members.  Kenneth 
Pollard  is  Commander  of  the  Post  and  Edna  Hein 
is  president  of  the  Auxiliary. 

CIVIC  AND  COMMERCE 

Down  through  the  years  in  New  York  Mills 
there  have  been  a  number  of  commercial  busi- 


nessmen's organizations.  They  have  gone  by  var- 
ious names  such  as  Commercial  Club,  Business- 
men's Club,  Civic  and  Commerce  Ass'n.,  etc.  At 
the  present  time  the  businessmen  have  a  Civic 
and  Commerce  Ass'n.  Officers  are  Russell  Parta, 
president;  Edward  Riippa,  vice  president;  Russell 
Jacobson,  secretary;  Harold  Thompson,  treasurer. 
Directors  are  Harold  Karvonen,  James  Perala  and 
William  H.  Dittes. 

LIONS  CLUB 

A  Lions  Club  was  organized  in  New  York 
Mills  in  1946  to  provide  the  community  with  a 
special  service  organization.  The  group  originally 
met  twice  a  month,  but  now  has  a  dinner  meeting 
once  a  month.  They  have  sponsored  a  number  of 
projects  and  programs.  The  most  "famous"  of 
these  being  the  annual  Children's  Day  and  Pickle 
Queen  Festival.  They  also  put  on  a  Hallowe'en 
party  every  year  for  the  youngsters  as  well  as 
doing  a  number  of  benevolences.  Retiring  presi- 
dent at  this  time  is  Lionel  Hintz.  The  new  president 
is  John  Ailie.  J.  A.  "Turp"  Anderson  is  the  new 
secretary,  succeeding  Dr.  R.  J.  Morstad.  W.  H. 
Tikkanen  is  the  treasurer;  Lionel  Hintz  Lion 
Tamer;  first  vice-president,  James  Larson;  second 
vice-president  Russell  Lepisto;  third  vice-president 
Harold  Thompson;  Tail  Twister  Bernie  Ellingson; 
Directors  Lionel  Hintz  and  Dr.  E.  C.  Hanson. 


A  GROUP  OF  YOUNG  LADIES  ABOUT  THE  YEAR  1912 


Another  group  of  young  ladies  gathered  together 
for  the  photographer.  In  the  back  row  are  Esther  Alm- 
quist,  Mary  Tracy,  Lydia  Haarala,  Mamie  Johnson,  Ida 
Anderson,  Olga  Johnson.  In  the  center  row  are  Alma 


Anderson,  Florence  Koller,  Minnie  Reynolds,  Alice 
Erickson,  Hannah  Hopponen.  In  the  front  row  are 
Harriet  Koller,  Esther  Hagel,  Katherine  Murphy,  Hilda 
Hopponen,  Esther  Johnson. 
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Above  is  a  picture  of  the  New  York  Mills  Fire  De-  two-room  school  was  built.  The  fire  department  was  or- 

partment  taken  in  1895.  The  building  in  the  background  ganized  in  1892  with  16  charter  members.  The  first 

is  the  first  fire  hall.  It  had  previously  been  the  first  pumper  was  purchased  in  1894.  This  hand  operated 

school  building  in  New  York  Mills.  It  was  moved  to  pump  needed  eight  men  on  each  side  to  operate  it. 
this  site  an  the  east  side  of  Central  Park  when  the 
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This  picture  was  taken  after  the  turn  of  the  century. 
First  man  on  left  is  unidentified,  next  is  Andrew  Tau- 
riainen,  Mr.  Vaananen,  Bill  Pohtila,  Bill  Telin,  John 
0.  Johnson,  Esa  Hopponen,  John  Frankson,  Victor  Rec- 
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tor,  Charles  Matala,  Matt  Telin,  H.  C.  Hanson.  In  the 
back  are:  man  on  ladder  unidentified,  Harry  Fiske, 
Charles  Tauri,  unidentified,  Ed  Nelson,  Elmer  Rey- 
nolds, unidentified,  Al  Cooper. 


Members  of  the  New  York  Mills  Volunteer  Fire  Department  in  1959  are  pictured 
above.  In  the  front  row  (left  to  right)  are:  Kenneth  Maki,  Howard  Lund,  Henry  Teberg, 
Robert  Kampsula,  Milo  Vaughn.  In  the  middle  row  are:  Hugh  Mellin,  Lloyd  Rothiger, 
Maurice  Miller,  George  Anderson,  Lem  Stinar,  Tom  Boyne,  William  Bahls.  In  the 
back  row  are:  Howard  Hintsala,  J.  A.  "Turp"  Anderson,  James  Perala,  E.  H.  Buerkle, 
Ervin  Keskinen,  Harry  Lucking,  Mickey  Heino,  Uno  Maki. 

Officers  are  Maurice  Miller,  Chief;  Clarence  Klein,  assistant  chief;  George  Ander- 
son, assistant  chief;  E.  H.  Buerkle,  treasurer;  Uno  Maki,  secretary.  Clarence  Klein's 
picture  appears  on  the  right.  He  was  not  present  when  the  group  picture  was  taken. 
He  is  a  past  chief  of  the  department,  having  served  in  that  capacity  for  many  years. 


CLARENCE  KLEIN 
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This  picture  of  the  fire  department  was  taken  about 
1940.  In  the  front  row,  reading  from  left  to  right,  are: 
Milo  Vaughn,  Pete  Simmons,  Orville  Lake,  Carl  Ring- 
dahl  (Fire  Chief),  Claire  Reynolds,  Lem  Stinar,  Charles 
"Penny"  Reynolds,  Adolph  Peterson,  Charles  Repola. 


In  the  back  row  are  Nate  Reynolds,  Myron  Vaughn, 
Joe  Martin,  J.  A.  "Turp"  Anderson,  Maurice  Miller, 
Ernest  Pohtila,  Walter  Mark,  E.  H.  Buerkle,  Fred 
Atkinson,  C.  J.  Klein,  Emil  Hansen. 
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Original  Fire  Department  Water  Tower 


This  is  perhaps  the  rarest  picture  in  the  history 
book.  The  only  known  copy  of  this  picture  is  in 
the  Otter  Tail  County  Historical  Society  Museum 
in  Fergus  Falls.  Through  their  courtesy  we  are 
able  to  reprint  it  here.  The  picture  was  taken 
in  1895.  Date  of  construction  of  the  tower,  or  its 
demolishment,  are  not  known,  but  it  apparently 
was  still  standing  after  the  turn  of  the  century. 
It  was  located  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street 
about  where  Hugh  Mellin's  tailoring  and  clean- 
ing shop  is  now  located.  It  also  covered  the  side- 


walk area.  Back  of  the  building  which  appears  on 
the  right  is  the  present  Fairway  Store.  The  Main 
street  railroad  crossing  can  be  seen  in  the  back- 
ground on  the  left. 

Old  records  of  the  fire  department,  which  are 
rather  scanty,  show  that  in  1917  Charles  H.  Perle 
was  the  fire  chief.  Art  Peterson  was  hose  cart 
captain  at  that  time;  Fie  Cooper  was  chemical 
wagon  captain;  Matt  Ruikka  was  hook  and  ladder 
captain  and  August  Bergman  was  chief  engineer. 
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Newspapers  in  New  York  Mills 


During  the  course  of  the  years,  New  York  Mills 
has  received  nation-wide  publicity  for  being  a 
center  of  Finnish  language  newspaper  publishing. 
It  has  also  had  three  English-language  newspapers, 
the  first  of  which  was  started  here  in  1879-80. 

This  first  publication  in  New  York  Mills  was 
called  the  New  York  Mills  Herald.  It  was  begun 
by  a  man  named  Webster  who  left  here  to  go 
to  Issaquah,  Washington.  After  he  left  it  was 
taken  over  by  a  Mr.  Taylor,  apparently  the  William 
L.  Taylor  who  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  peti- 
tion for  incorporation.  Mr.  Taylor  left  here  in 
1885  and  the  paper  was  discontinued  at  that  time. 
There  are  no  known  copies  available. 

The  next  English  language  newspaper  to  be 
published  here  was  started  by  Eugene  V.  Udell. 
He  was  a  depot  agent  here  and  had  the  paper 
printed  by  the  Western  Newspaper  Union.  This 
was  called  the  New  York  Mills  Journal  and  was 
begun  in  about  1899.  Matt  I.  Thompson  (Telin) 


This  was  the  home  of  the  New  York  Mills  Journal. 


Matt  I.  Thompson  as  he  appears  today. 


took  over  publication  of  the  Journal  in  1900  and 
operated  it  for  several  years  until  he  was  burned 
out  in  a  fire.  Mr.  Thompson  had  a  press  shipped 
into  New  York  Mills  and  did  all  of  his  own  setting 
and  printing.  He  had  a  Vaughn-Ideal  hand-oper- 
ated press.  After  the  fire  he  sold  his  mailing  list 
to  the  Perham  Bulletin.  The  building  in  which  he 
had  his  printing  shop  is  shown  in  a  picture  on 
this  page  and  was  located  where  the  telephone 
company  building  now  stands. 

There  was  no  English  language  paper  in  New 
York  Mills  from  about  1905  to  1915.  At  that  time 
Edward  Qualey  started  the  New  York  Mills  Herald 
which  is  still  operating  here  under  the  same  name. 
Mrs.  Frances  Muckala  (Turner)  was  editor  and  a 
partner  in  this  business.  She  later  sold  her  interest 
and  Mr.  Qualey  operated  the  paper  for  a  number 
of  years  before  selling  to  a  Mr.  Estes.  Mr.  Estes 
sold  to  a  Mr.  West  who  later  sold  to  Mr.  A.  A. 
Doll.  Mr.  Doll  sold  to  William  F.  Ost  in  1930. 
Mr.  Ost  sold  the  paper  in  1932  to  Adolph  Lund- 
quist  and  Carl  A.  Parta  who  operated  it  under  the 
name  of  Northwestern  Publishing  Company. 

The  Northwestern  Publishing  Company  still 
publishes  the  New  York  Mills  Herald.  In  1948, 
J  Carl  A.  Parta  became  the  sole 
i  'S'H  i  owner  following  the  death  oi  his 
m  |  partner,  Mr.  Lundquist.  In  1953, 

Jw^ww^^^^a  Russell  Parta  purchased  the 
.  11  Northwestern  Publishing  Com- 
g  pany  from  his  father  and  has 
'H^Eftls^  ilk  operated  the  business  since  that 
■HKLgjgVp  time.  Among  the  employees  who 
i  *j><  have,  in  past  years,  served  on  the 
■  -  Herald,  are  Walter  A.  Johnson, 
Lempi  E.  Parta  now  Qf  Dassel,  Minn.,  and  Mrs. 
Bernice  Latvala.  Mrs.  Carl  A.  Parta  was  the  editor 
of  the  Herald  for  a  number  of  years  and  the  cur- 
rent editors  are  Bussell  and  June  Parta. 

The  Herald  was  published  in  the  basement  of 
the  First  State  Bank  building  in  New  York  Mills 
until  1933  when  the  Northwestern  Publishing 
Company  moved  it,  with  the  Minnesotan  Uutiset, 
to  its  present  site. 

Finnish  language  newspapers  have  made  New 
York  Mills  a  center  of  this  type  of  Finnish  culture 
for  75  years.  Mr.  August  Nylund,  founder  of  the 
Uusi  Kotimaa,  arrived  in  New  York  Mills  on  the 
day  it  was  declared  a  village  in  1884.  Mr.  Nylund, 
pictured  elsewhere  in  this  history,  had  started 
the  "Uusi  Kotimaa"  in  Minneapolis  in  1881,  mov- 
ing it  here  in  1884.  In  1888  he  moved  his  paper 
to  Astoria,  Oregon.  That  same  fall,  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Lahde  started  the  "Amerikan  Suometar"  here. 
Shortly  thereafter,  Mr.  Nylund  returned  to  New 
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Adolph  Lundquist 


York  Mills  with  his  paper  and  the  two  papers 
were  consolidated  with  the  Rev.  Lahde  becoming 
the  editor  of  the  Uusi  Kotimaa.  August  Nylund 
published  this  paper  until  his  death  when  it  was 
taken  over  by  his  sons,  August  Ferdinand  and 
Felix.  Following  the  death  of  August  Ferdinand 
Nylund,  Felix  Nylund  sold  the  paper  to  the  Peo- 
ple's Voice  Co-op.  Publishing  Co.  in  1919.  They 
published  the  Uusi  Kotimaa  until  it  was  discon- 
tinued in  1931. 

In  the  year  1932,  Frans  Tuomi  began  publish- 
ing the  "Keski-Lansf  here.  That  same  year,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Adolph  Lundquist  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  A. 
Parta  established  the  Northwestern  Publishing  Co. 
and  the  "Minnesotan  Uutiset"  here.  They  also  took 
over  the  publication  that  Frans  Tuomi  had  started 
a  few  months  earlier.  Mr.  Lundquist  was  editor 
of  the  Minnesotan  Uutiset  until  his  death  in 
1948.  Carl  A.  Parta  was  the  business  manager  of 
this  partnership.  Mrs.  Adolph  Lundquist  served 
as  linotype  operator. 

Carl  A.  Parta  passed  away  in  December  1955 
and  Mrs.  Carl  Parta  in  July  1956. 

Following  the  death  of  Editor  Lundquist,  Carl 
E.  "Buck"  Davidson  became  editor  of  the  Minneso- 
tan Uutiset,  serving  in  this  capacity  until  June 
1956.  Mr.  Edward  Riippa  of  Astoria,  Oregon,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  position  of  editor  of  the  Minnesotan 
Uutiset  in  June  1956  and  is  still  serving  in  that 
capacity. 

In  the  back  section  of  this  edition  is  found  the 
pictures  of  the  present  personnel  of  the  "printing 
office".  They  are  Russell  Parta,  publisher  and 
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Herald  editor;  Edward  Riippa,  editor,  Minnesotan 
Uutiset;  Mrs.  June  Parta,  co-editor  of  the  Herald; 
Mrs.  Laura  Riippa,  teletype  operator;  Mrs.  Mavis 
Billington,  office  clerk  and  teletype  operator;  Ray- 
mond Salmela,  pressman;  Dudley  Fraki,  operator- 
printer,  Eero  Latvala,  operator-printer.  Others 
assisting  in  the  plant  are  Lillian  Kauppi,  Alma 
Lundquist,  Yvonne  Carlund,  Robert  Parta,  and 
Siegbert  Kling. 


IPs 


August  Nylund  built  this  building  as  a  combination 
home  and  printing  office  shortly  after  his  arrival  here. 
It  was  built  on  the  south  side  of  the  tracks  and  later 
moved  several  hundred  feet  further  south  where  it 
stands  today.  The  printing  shop  was  in  the  basement. 
In  1906  he  built  the  present  printing  office  building. 


History  of  North  East  Otter  Tail  County 


In  the  publication  "History  of  the  Sebeka  Pio- 
neers", published  by  the  Minnesota  Finnish-Amer- 
ican Historical  Society  Chapter  38  in  1957,  John 
Tolppi  of  Paddock  township  has  written  an  in- 
teresting account  of  the  settling  of  the  area  north- 
east of  New  York  Mills.  It  reads  as  follows: 

The  early  history  of  Northeast  Otter  Tail  County 
dates  back  to  1876  when  this  part  of  the  county 
was  surveyed  by  the  government.  Probably  the 
first  white  man  to  become  a  permanent  settler 
was  John  A.  Raycroft  who  worked  with  surveyors 
that  year  and  later  settled  on  the  north  edge  of 
Red  Eye  Valley. 

According  to  the  history,  it  was  a  very  wet 
season;  there  was  a  twenty  inch  rainfall  in  two 
weeks  time.  Perhaps  that  had  a  lot  to  do  with 
some  incorrect  lines  that  were  made  by  the  origin- 
al surveyors.  Red  Eye  Valley,  that  cuts  across 
Butler  and  Paddock  townships,  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  wide  and  ten  miles  long,  was  partly 
covered  with  small  brush,  mostly  willows  and 
the  remainder  was  a  good  hay  meadow,  blue 
joint  hay  growing  as  tall  as  a  man.  The  rest 
of  the  land  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of 
timber.   Some  oak  and  other  hardwoods  grew 


One  of  the  earliest  threshing  rigs  in  the  area  is 
shown  in  operation  here.  It  is  a  horse  operated  thresh- 
ing machine  and  is  shown  here  on  the  Cole  farm.  It 
was  owned  by  Fred  Cole. 


on  the  hillsides  of  the  valley,  and  one  mile  south 
of  the  valley  was  the  edge  of  the  vast  white  pine 
,  area.  This  forest  covered  several  thousand  acres 
in  Paddock  and  Blowers  townships  to  the  south 
of  the  valley.  The  first  permanent  settlers  arrived 
in  the  spring  of  1880.  They  came  from  Perham 
to  Butler  township  and  east  to  Paddock  township. 

The  first  homesteaders  to  come  to  Butler  were 
A.  Richardson  and  A.  J.  Pierce,  Zina  Ramsdell 
and  E.  C.  Weston,  and  William  McCullum  and 
John  Raycroft  whom  I  mentioned  earlier.  The 
first  white  child  born  in  the  settlement  was  the 


THRESHING  IN  1893 


This  threshing  rig  was  owned  and  operated  by  Henry  son,  Otto  Poser,  Bill  Bird,  H.  Watkins,  Henry  Petersen 
Windels  Sr.  in  1893.  At  work  in  his  crew  were  Dave  Sr.,  Joe  Weller,  Carl  Erickson,  Al  Einard,  H.  C.  Han- 
Sorenson,  John  Swanson,  Henry  Windels  Jr.,  Mace  Wil-         son,  Bob  Pendergrast. 
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late  John  McCallum  who  passed  away  some  years 
ago.  He  was  born  on  the  Ramsdell  homestead  in 
August,  1880. 

A  year  later,  in  1881,  many  new  settlers  came 
and  pushed  the  frontier  east  toward  Wadena 
county. 

In  1881,  the  Wadena  Lumber  Company  was 
headed  by  L.  A.  Paddock,  president  of  the  com- 
pany, and  E.  C.  Case,  banker,  who  served  as 
secretary-treasurer.  William  Everts,  the  manager, 
set  up  a  sawmill  in  section  32,  Paddock.  It  was 
very  wet  that  fall,  and  it  took  them  two  weeks 
to  haul  a  150  h.p.  boiler  from  New  York  Mills. 
They  used  thirteen  yoke  of  oxen.  Much  of  the 
road  had  to  be  cleared  before  they  could  get 
through;  low  lands  had  to  be  corduroyed.  Never- 
theless, they  had  the  determination,  and  the  mill 
was  set  up  on  December  4,  1881.  They  started 
sawing  lumber  from  the  white  pine  timber  that 
surrounded  the  mill.  North,  west,  and  south  of 


the  mill  were  some  of  the  best  stands  of  white 
pine  in  the  state  of  Minnesota.  Some  of  these 
trees  stood  125  feet  high  and  were  four  feet 
in  diameter.  That  was  the  era  of  new  settlements. 
Seventy  men  were  employed  at  the  mill  and  most 
of  them  became  permanent  settlers  in  years  to 
come.  The  lumber  from  the  mill  was  hauled  to 
New  York  Mills  by  twenty-horse  teams  and  ship- 
ped by  rail  to  the  Dakota  territory,  which  was 
both  North  and  South  Dakota  until  1886  when 
it  was  divided  and  became  two  states. 

The  mill  at  that  time  was  sawing  40,000  feet 
of  lumber  every  day.  Choice  white  pine  lumber 
sold  at  $10.00  or  $15.00  per  thousand  board  feet 
and  was  a  better  quality  than  is  to  be  had  any- 
where today.  Paddock  township  was  organized  in 
1883  at  the  Paddock  mill  site  and  was  named  in 
honor  of  the  president  of  the  Milling  Company. 

The  pioneers  of  Scandinavian  and  Finnish  ex- 
traction first  arrived  in  the  spring  of  1882.  They 


THRESHING  IN  1905 

In  the  year  1905  this  threshing  rig  was  being  operated  around  the  countryside  by  Julius  Fischer,  Oswald  Fisch- 
er and  Alvin  Koehler. 
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settled  in  Blowers  and  Paddock  township.  The 
late  John  Tolppi,  the  writer's  father,  who  passed 
away  in  1933  was  the  first  homesteader  in  Blow- 
ers, lie  settled  in  section  6  one-half  mile  south 
of  the  Paddock  mill.  Blowers  township  was  or- 
ganized in  1884.  The  settlers  wanted  to  name 
it  Tolppi  Township,  but  he  asked  them  to  name 
it  alter  A.  S.  Blowers  who  had  a  store  in  New 
York  Mills  at  that  time.  Mr.  Blowers  later  moved 
to  Oregon  where  he  died  many  years  ago. 

The  first  Finnish  people  to  arrive  here  were 
John  Tolppi,  Peter  Nevala,  Andrew  Kuukas,  and 
Gust  Sarvi  in  1882.  The  only  one  of  the  original 
settlers  remaining  is  Andrew  Sarvi,  son  of  Gust 
Sarvi.  He  was  ten  months  old  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  this  community.  In  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1883  many  new  settlers  arrived  and 
the  settlement  opened  up  fast. 

A  general  merchandise  store  and  a  hotel  were 
started  three  miles  north  of  the  Paddock  mill  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Red  Eye  Valley,  and  another 
sawmill  was  started  by  the  Red  Eye  River.  In  1886 
two  brothers,  Andrew  and  Isaac  Koski  built  a 
flour  mill  which  was  run  by  water  power. 

They  had  been  millers  in  Finland  and  had  ex- 
perience with  a  stone  mill.  Unfortunately  the 
mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  before  they  could  make 
much  use  of  it,  and  they  moved  to  Montana. 

The  first  schools  were  located  in  District  165, 
Butler,  and  Districts  169  and  171  in  Paddock. 

The  people  that  came  started  breaking  up 
land  for  crops  during  the  summer  and  worked  at 
the  mills  during  the  winter. 


> 


Company  threshing  on  the  Charles  Wick  farm  in 
1916,  Picture  was  taken  by  John  Wormas.  The  company 
later  sold  this  rig  to  Gust  Ruikka.  Standing  from  left 
to  right  in  the  picture  are  Verner  Porkkonen,  Charles 
Wick,  unidentified,  Victor  Maki,  John  Poikila,  unidenti- 


46  YEARS  IN  BUSINESS  IN  MILLS 


John  L.  Barden  is  pictured  here  at  the  forge  in  his 
blacksmith  shop  in  New  York  Mills.  He  has  worked  by 
this  forge  for  46  years,  establishing  himself  in  business 
here  in  1913.  Prior  to  that  he  had  served  a  3-year  ap- 
prenticeship at  the  Cordes  blacksmith  shop  in  Henning 
and  had  worked  for  one  year  in  Heinola.  Mr.  Barden 
is  now  retired,  having  sold  his  property  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1959.  At  the  time  of  his  retirement  he  has 
been  in  business  longer  than  anyone  else  in  the  com- 
munity. He  built  the  building  that  he  has  been  work- 
ing in  most  of  his  time  in  the  year  1915.  During  the 
years  he  has  also  taken  part  in  civic  activity  having 
been  on  the  village  council,  fire  department,  band, 
etc.  In  1923  he  built  up  the  truck  used  for  fire  fighting 
that  is  pictured  on  another  page.  In  1913  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Hilja  Karhoja  and  they  are  the  parents  of  13 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 


fied,  Adolph  Ruikka  (father  of  Gust  Ruikka),  and  Gust 
Hurme.  Gust  Ruikka  is  the  fireman  on  the  engine  and 
Ahto  Ruikka  (seated)  was  his  assistant.  Charles  Carl- 
son is  the  seperator  man  and  Sylvester  Tapio  "the 
water  monkey." 


THRESHING  IN  1916 
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The  Growth  of  Education  in  New  York  Mills 


The  first  school  building. 


School  District  553  had  its  beginning  as  School 
District  47  back  in  the  1870's.  It  first  comprised 
Newton  and  Homestead  townships,  the  village  be- 
ing a  part  of  Newton  township  at  that  time.  A 
one-room  school  building  was  first  built.  In  1886 
it  was  replaced  with  a  two-room  frame  building 
and  the  original  school  house  was  moved  to  what 
is  now  Central  Park  and  used  as  a  fire  hall.  It 
has  long  since  burned.  This  two-room  building 
was  used  until  the  year  1900  when  a  four-room 
brick  building  was  constructed.  A  part  of  the 
frame  structure  was  still  used  in  connection  with 
the  new  building.  A  section  of  this  frame  structure 
still  forms  the  stairway  part  of  the  brick  build- 
ing which  is  now  used  by  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment of  the  high  school.  In  1917  a  new  brick 
building  was  built  and  in  1935  a  new  addition 
containing  a  gymnasium  was  added  to  this  build- 
ing. In  1953-54  a  separate  elementary  school  was 
built  on  a  new  site.  The  year  prior  to  that  several 


rural  buildings  were  moved  onto  the  old  school 
site  to  provide  room  for  the  consolidated  school 
district's  children.  At  this  time,  the  school  board 
is  discussing  plans  for  a  new  high  school  building 
and  the  new  school  bus  garage  is  in  the  process  of 
construction. 

On  March  11,  1886,  the  school  enrollment  was 
recorded  as  being  43  pupils.  The  teacher  was 
James  T.  Collock.  On  January  3,  1889,  there  were 
62  pupils  and  the  teacher  was  Thomas  Miller.  In 
1915  there  were  320  pupils,  in  1940  there  were 
370,  in  1950,  466,  and  after  the  rural  districts  con- 
solidated with  the  village  district  the  enrollment 
jumped  to  608  in  1951  and  gradually  attained  the 
figure  of  743  which  it  is  now. 

School  district  No.  47  gradually  became  smaller 
as  the  town  was  incorporated  and  the  rural  area 
became  more  populous.  This  resulted  in  common 
districts  being  organized  and  the  town  district  be- 
ing restricted  in  size  to  its  immediate  surround- 
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The  second  building  constructed  in  1886. 
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The  third  building  built  in  1900. 


ing  area.  On  April  12,  1951,  many  of  the  rural 
districts  in  the  area  voted  to  become  consolidated 
with  District  47  to  form  one  large  school  district. 
This  process  continued  to  this  day,  until  almost 
all  of  the  rural  districts  have  consolidated  with 
the  secondary  school  system  located  in  the  village. 
Since  that  time  the  number  of  the  district  has 
been  changed  to  553. 

Some  of  the  persons  who  have  served  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  local  district  during  past  years  are: 


1950—  Wm.  H.  Dittes;  1946-50  —  Norman  H. 
Hanson;  1944-46  —  R.  E.  Ehnbom;  1940-44  — 
Norman  Hanson;  1936-40  —  O.  D.  Tingum;  1932- 
36  —  D.  L.  Belcher;  1923-32  William  F.  Ost. 

At  present  the  school  board  is  composed  of  Rus- 
sell Parta,  chairman;  Walter  Dresser,  vice-chair- 
man; Fritz  Carlund,  secretary;  Charley  Amberg, 
treasurer;  and  directors  Dr.  R.  J.  Morstad,  Howard 
Oman,  and  John  Braukmann.  John  Steblay  retired 
from  the  board  this  year. 


The  present  high  school.  The  left  hand  side  was  built  in  1917  and  the  right  hand  section  in  1936. 


The  new  elementary  school. 


IMPLEMENT  BUSINESS  IMPROVES 

A.  J.  Sitz  contributes  the  following: 
"With  the  gradual  shift  from  lumbering  to  farm- 
ing, there  came  an  improvement  in  the  implement 
business.  I  remember  that  in  one  good  year  I 
sold  42  mowers,  45  steel  hay  rakes  and  52  six- 
foot  right  hand  binders.  (Mr.  Sitz  does  not  list  the 
year,  but  he  retired  from  business  in  1916,  he 
opened  his  business  in  1883.)  The  machinery  that 
I  sold  was  of  the  D.  M.  Osborne  Manufacturing 
brand. 

One  of  these  binders  was  sold  to  a  man  who 


lived  four  miles  north  of  Paddock,  now  called 
Hillview.  On  the  next  Sunday  all  his  friends  and 
neighbors  gathered  to  see  the  new  machine.  Some 
one  had  shifted  the  binder  part  so  that  it  was 
out  of  gear.  No  one  knew  what  to  do  to  make 
the  binder  work,  so  the  man  wrote  me  that  unless 
I  came  to  fix  it,  he  would  haul  it  into  the  woods 
and  abandon  it. 

I  drove  the  20  miles  out  there,  shifted  the  binder 
in  about  30  seconds,  and  then  drove  back  home. 
It  took  from  noon  until  after  six  o'clock  as  the 
roads  were  full  of  swamps,  stones  and  mudholes. 


An  early  classroom  scene 
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LUMBERJACKS  TAMED  BY  BULL  WHIP 
In  writing  his  memoirs  of  New  York  Mills, 
A.  ,].  Sit/  has  recorded  the  following  anecdote: 

"  The  even  tenor  of  life  in  the  early  days  was 
hroken  by  the  periodic  visits  of  the  lumberjacks 
to  celebrate.  Then  there  were  lively  times,  and 
the  poor  law-enforcement  officers  had  their  hands 
full.  They  had  able  assistance,  however,  from  a 
brawny  Finnish  woman  who  kept  a  popular  lum- 
berman's boardinghouse.  Her  name  was  Mrs.  Hie- 
tala  and  she  could  swing  a  blacksnake  whip  like 
the  best  mule  driver  in  Texas.  When  the  strong 
waters  in  the  numerous  saloons  made  the  cele- 
brators  too  hilarious,  she  would  crack  her  whip 
and  order  the  noisiest  off  to  bed;  and  rarely  was 
there  one  who  disobeyed,  and  he  only  once." 

EGG-EATING  DERBY 
Matt  Thompson  recalls  this  unusual  event: 
Eggs  are  still  a  part  of  the  Easter  observance 

and  Easter  Sunday,  1892,  was  no  different  from 

today  in  this  respect. 

On  that  day  about  15  boys  got  their  heads  t< 

gether  and  decided  to  have  an  egg  eating  contest 

They  bought  a  case  of  30  dozen  eggs,  a  15-poui.  J. 

box  of  soda  crackers  and  a  sack  of  salt. 

With  these  eats  and  a  big  kettle,  they  ,/alked 

a  mile  east  of  town  along  the  railroad  tracks. 

Finding  a  desired  spot  and  plenty  of  firewood 

they  boiled  their  chicken  fruit  until  it  was  good 

avid  hard. 


The  contest  winner  was  Harry  Fiske.  He  ate 
31  eggs.  All  of  the  boys  had  their  fill  and  some 
of  them  would  not  look  at  another  egg  for  two 
years. 


Here  is  a  picture  of  two  young  lady  school  teachers 
of  the  "Gay  nineties"  era.  They  were  sisters  and  taught 
in  a  school  west  of  town.  The  clothing  and  hats  are  of 
particular  interest. 


m 


EIGHTH  GRADE  GRADUATION  -  1903 

Back  row:  Alice  Turner,  Olga  Nylund,  Anna  Johnson,         tin,  Frances  Turner. 


Tana  Muckala. 

Middle  row:  Blondina  Sitz,  Nettie  Roller,  Susan  Aus 


Front  row:  Edward  Mitchell,  Stella  Kimberlin,  Supt. 
Vanderwater. 
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BOYS  LEAVE  FOR  SERVICE  IN  WORLD  WAR  I 


Young  men  who  entered  the  military  service  from 
New  York  Mills  and  adjacent  areas  were  pictured 
above  just  before  they  boarded  the  train  that  was  to 
take  them  to  Camp  Dodge,  Iowa.military  training  camp. 


The  group  was  pictured  in  the  latter  part  of  February 
18.  A  celebration  and  send-off  was  had  for  the  "boys" 
d  Miss  Martha  Sumi  portrayed  Miss  Liberty. 


GOLD  STAR  MOTHERS  OF  WORLD  WAR  II 


Pictured  here  are  the  Gold  Star  Mothers  of  World 
War  II  that  took  part  in  Memorial  services  in  May 
1958.  Reading  from  left  to  rgiht,  they  are:  Mrs.  Hannah 
Ruikka,  Mrs.  Agnes  Pickrain,  Mrs.  Jalmer  Bernu,  Mrs. 
L.  A.  Williamson,  Mrs.  Waino  Nissi,  Mrs.  William  Ojala, 


and  Mrs.  Eino  Hendrickson.  Gold  Star  Mothers  not 
included  in  the  picture  are  Mrs.  William  Haataja,  Mrs. 
John  Huhta,  Mrs.  Edward  Niemla,  Mrs.  Sander  Sand- 
bank, Mrs,  William  Fraki,  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Kehus. 
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Reynolds  butcher  shop.  Fred  Reynolds  with  son.  Later  changed  into  a  restaurant 
and  is  now  Mills  Cafe. 


LOCAL  MAIL  CARRIERS  IN  1924 


Mail  carriers  were  enjoying  Model  T  transportation 
in  1924,  and  each  of  the  four  carriers  of  that  time  are 
pictured  here  in  front  of  the  Post  Office  which  was 
in  the  bank  building  at  that  time.  Reading  from  left 
to  right  are:  Ralph  Skinner,  Al  Maire,  Chance  Wells 
and  James  Harding.  Ralph  Skinner  is  now  retired  and 
living  in  New  York  Mills.  James  Harding  is  still  car- 


rying mail  on  Route  1.  Other  mail  carriers  at  this 
time  are  George  V.  Anderson  and  Harley  Karvonen.. 
Postmaster  is  J.  A.  "Turp"  Anderson  with  Uno  Maki 
and  Willard  Anderson  also  employed  in  the  office. 
Lem  Stinar,  assistant  postmaster  for  about  25'  years, 
passed  away  in  June  1959. 


Monument  to  Finnish  Pioneers 


Here  are  pictures  of  the  monument  that  was 
dedicated  to  the  Finnish  pioneers  of  this  communi- 
ty on  June  2,  1940.  A  special  program  was  held 
on  that  day  in  honor  of  the  event  which  was  at- 
tended by  people  from  all  sections  of  Minnesota. 

The  monument  and  program  were  sponsored  by 
the  New  York  Mills  Chapter  of  the  Minnesota 
Finnish-American  Historical  Society. 

At  the  time  of  the  dedication  a  historical  book- 


let was  also  published  in  the  Finnish  language 
about  the  history  of  the  community  and  its  peoples. 
Wording  on  the  monument  reads  as  follows: 

In  Respected  Memory 
of  the  Finnish  pioneers  who  settled  in  this  region 
in  1874  and  later  years,  and  whose  courage,  per- 
severance and  faith  was  instrumental  in  opening 
New  York  Mills  and  vicinity  to  agricultural  devel- 
opment. Erected  by  their  descendants  June  2,  1940. 


Early  Homestead  History 


By  Lawrence  Kertscher 


Fred  F.  Kertscher  came  from  West  Bend,  Wis- 
consin about  1883  and  homesteaded  in  section 
18,  Blowers  township.  This  farm  now  belongs  to 
Hugo  Wallgren. 

My  father  told  me  that  he  helped  organize 
Blowers  township.  Before  this  it  was  called  town- 
ship No.  136  N,  Range  36  N.  The  people  were 
assessed  by  the  Homestead  township  assessor,  but 
none  of  the  taxes  could  be  used  by  them  until 
they  were  organized.  He,  with  John  Tolppi  Sr., 
Thorwald  Olson,  Henry  Miller,  and  others,  met 
at  the  Fred  Miller  home  for  this  purpose.  Fred 
Miller  homesteaded  on  the  present  Clyde  Imsande 
farm.  My  father  said  he  was  the  first  clerk  of 
Blowers  township.  He  also  owned  the  first  horse 
powered  threshing  machine  in  this  community. 

Fred  Ahlers  and  A.  J.  Davies  were  among  the 
first  to  homestead  in  Homestead  township.  They 
came  here  in  1879.  Fred's  homestead  is  now  the 
Peter  Lorenzen  farm.  Mr.  Davies  ran  a  post  office 
on  the  Fred  Werner  farm.  There  was  a  mail  route 
from  New  York  Mills  to  Davies  to  Hillview.  The 
mail  carrier  stayed  overnight  at  Hillview  and  re- 
turned to  the  Mills  the  next  day  via  the  Butler 
post  office. 

Some  other  early  settlers  were  C.  H.  Atkinson, 
Fred  Gerner  and  Alvin  Ehnert  in  1883.  Alvin 
was  too  young  to  homestead  so  he  bought  his  land. 

Robert  Pendergrast  homesteaded  the  Harold 
Anderson  farm  in  Newton  and  George  Roggs  the 
August  Neuvonen  farm  in  Homestead  in  1880. 
They  came  with  their  families  by  covered  wagon 
from  Grande  de  Tour,  Michigan.  Henry  Petersen 
Sr.  and  Gust  Johnson  were  also  early  settlers. 


Homestead  Creamery 


One  time  John  Risanen  bought  a  grindstone 
in  New  York  Mills.  He  used  it  for  a  wheel  on  a 
make-shift  wheelbarrow  and  wheeled  his  groceries 
to  his  home  in  Runeberg  township,  Becker  county. 
The  trip  took  three  days. 

Fred  Gerner  and  Fred  Kertscher  walked  to  Fer- 
gus Falls  in  1883  to  register  their  homesteads  in 
the  court  house.  When  they  returned  from  their 
long  walk  it  is  reported  that  they  collapsed  on  the 
floor  from  exhaustion.  They  made  the  round  trip 
in  two  days. 


THE  HOMESTEAD  STORE 

The  Homestead  Store  was  on  the  small  road  which 
ran  south  from  the  Davies  Church  and  school  district 
186.  The  first  farm  south  was  Davies,  now  owned  by 
Fred  Warner.  Then  continuing  south  and  also  on  the 
left  hand  side  of  the  road  was  the  saw  mill  owned  by 
Andy  Davies  (spring  of  1912).  Still  further  south 
beyond  the  saw  mill  was  the  Homestead  Creamery 
and  Store  (on  the  farm  now  owned  by  George  Rice). 
The  picture  of  the  store  shows  Mrs.  Will  Ahlers,  son 
Willard  (3),  and  daughter  Evelyn  (5).  This  building 
faced  north  with  the  road  going  by  on  the  right  hand 
side.  The  first  creamery  faced  the  store.  It  was  owned 
and  operated  by  Christ  Olson.  This  creamery  burned 
in  about  1911.  The  following  year,  John  Ahlers  built 
a  pavilion  on  the  old  foundation  of  the  burned  cream- 
ery. Christ  Olson  immediately  built  a  new  creamery  still 
further  south  on  their  farm,  where  Kenny  Rimpila 
now  lives. 


Fred  F.  Kertscher  is  shown  here  hauling  a  load  of 
clover  seed  into  town.  The  load  was  valued  at  $520.60 
which  was  a  considerable  sum  in  that  year  of  1913. 


Athletics  in  New  York  Mills 


New  York  Mills  has  also  been  known  for  its 
many  fine  athletic  teams.  Baseball,  of  course,  has 
been  the  "big  game"  here  over  the  greater  part 
of  the  years.  Basketball,  as  played  by  the  "Flying 
Finns"  has  also  left  a  trail  of  interesting  history  in 
our  community. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  have  been  many  teams 
that  the  local  school  has  produced  with  its  young 
people.  In  more  recent  years,  there  has  also  been 
the  summer  recreation  program,  sponsored  by  the 
school,  that  has  produced  astounding  results  with 
the  young  people's  and  children's  teams. 

In  New  York  Mills  we  might  say  that  baseball 
began  here  in  the  sawdust  lot  rather  than  in  the 
sandlots  that  existed  in  other  communities.  More 
organized  teams  developed  atfer  the  turn  of  the 
century,  which  reached  a  fine  peak  of  perform- 
ance in  the  twenties. 

From  1924  through  1930  the  late  Dr.  A.  T.  Mor- 
stad  managed  the  New  York  Mills  Millers,  as  the 
teams  have  always  been  known.  They  were  in 
an  independent  league  which  included  Detroit 
Lakes.  The  late  Charles  Repola  (Rep)  was  the 
famous  pitcher  during  those  years  and  once  shut 
out  Detroit  Lakes  in  two  games  in  one  afternoon. 
Art  Jacobson,  catching,  was  another  of  the  main- 
stays. Fred  Aitkinson  took  over  the  managerial 
duties  from  1930-32  and  Repola  and  Jacobson 


sustained  the  team  in  the  battery  positions.  Art 
Jacobson  managed  in  1933. 

From  1934  through  1941  Ralph  Skinner  was 
manager  of  the  team.  The  Millers  were  members 
of  the  O-T-W  (Otter  Tail-Todd-Wadena)  League 
The  Millers  won  many  championships  during  those 
years  defeating  towns  like  Little  Falls,  Carlos, 
Menahga,  Bertha,  Park  Rapids,  Long  Prairie,  etc. 
As  1934  league  champions  they  received  a  trip 
to  the  World's  Fair  in  Chicago.  They  repeated  as 
champions  in  1935  and  in  1936  Little  Falls  edged 
out  the  Millers  1  to  0  in  12  innings  for  the 
championship.  Members  of  these  teams  were  Art 
Jacobson,  Charles  Repola,  Walter  Johnson,  George 
Anderson,  Orris  "Peanuts"  Atkinson,  Walter  Dress- 
er, Elmer  Erkkila,  Roy  Erkkila,  Harley  Persons, 
Harley  Karvonen,  Ernest  Ollie,  Walter  Jokela, 
Joe  Winogradof,  Bruno  Bernu,  Harold  Mattson, 
Winston  Larson,  Gust  Lindblom,  Art  Ernst,  Don 
Bondy,  Jeff  Tikkanen,  Ray  Pernula,  Reino  Fraki, 
Rufus  Fraki,  Cliff  Hanson,  Howard  Weller,  Leo 
Bernu,  Roy  Martin,  and  many  others  whose  names 
are  not  available. 

There  was  no  baseball  in  Mills  from  1942 
through  1945  because  of  the  war.  In  1946  the 
Millers  were  defeated  for  the  title  by  Long  Prairie 
in  the  O-T-W  League.  Charles  Repola  was  mana- 
ger.  Walter  Dresser  was   manager  from  1947 


THE  FIRST  FOOTBALL  TEAM 


The  first  football  team  to  be  organized  in  the  local 
school  in  New  York  Mills  is  shown  above.  Ralph  Henry 
Smith,  school  principal,  organized  the  team  and  became 
its  coach. 

In  the  line  are  Elmo  "Swede"  Johnson,  Cerl  Karjala, 
Orville  Lake,  Ralph  Pernula,  Russell  Lund,  Ray  Setter- 
holm,  Edwin  Maki. 

Standing  in  the  backfield  are  Paul  Lake,  Joe  Wino- 


gradof (left  side),  Doran  Vaughn,  and  Sherman  Heino- 
nen  (right  side). 

The  backfield  was  composed  of  Carl  Matala,  William 
Haakana  and  Harley  Karvonen  with  Russell  Thompson 
in  the  fullback  spot. 

Coach  Smith  stands  in  the  background.  This  team 
was  organized  in  1933. 
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through  1919  and  the  teams  took  part  in  the 
championship  play-oil's  each  year,  hut  did  not 
gain  the  title. 

A  new  era  in  baseball  began  here  in  1950  when 
lights  were  installed  on  the  field  in  Smith  Park. 
Glen  Petersen  was  manager.  In  the  first  night 
game  played  the  Millers  were  host  to  Perham 
and  defeated  the  visitors  4  to  1  before  an  over- 
flow crowd  of  2,000  fans.  Glen  Petersen  pitched, 
allowing  but  two  hits  and  striking  out  12.  This 
game  was  played  June  28,  1950.  The  Millers 
were  O-T-W  league  pennant  winners  in  the  north 
section  that  year.  They  were  defeated  1  to  0  in 
a  pitching  duel  between  Petersen  and  Eddie  Mar- 
jamaa  of  Menahga  in  a  play-off  series  game. 

Harley  Karvonen  was  manager  in  1951  and  the 
team  repeated  as  North  Section  pennant  winners 
in  the  O-T-W.  Swanville  nosed  out  the  team  in 
the  finals. 

Walter  Dresser  was  manager  in  1952  and  the 
team,  for  the  third  straight  year,  repeated  as  O-T-W 
pennant  winners  in  the  north  section.  Sebeka 
nosed  out  the  Millers  in  a  sudden  death  champion- 
ship play-off  game. 

In  1953  the  Millers  joined  the  newly  formed 
Hi-10  League  consisting  of  Staples,  Bertha,  Vern- 
dale,  Wadena,  Perham  and  New  York  Mills  as  the 
original  incorporators.  Marlin  Kastama  was  mana- 
ger. 

Russ  Jacobson  served  as  manager  from  1954 
through  1958.  Carl  Backstrom  and  Dick  Helmeke 
were  the  heavy  duty  pitchers  on  several  of  these 
teams.  In  1955  the  team  won  the  Hi-10  League 
championship.  The  team  won  five  straight  play-off 
games  and  moved  into  the  Class  14-B  regional 
contest.  In  this  game  Al  Stigman  pitched  a  per- 
fect no-hit  no-run  game  against  Ashby.  He  faced 
only  27  men  without  a  man  reaching  first  base. 
The  score  was  2  to  0.  The  Millers  won  their  second 
game  in  the  regional  by  defeating  the  New  York 
Mills  "Tigers"  who  had  won  their  Countryside 
League  championship.  Detroit  Lakes  edged  the 
Millers,  12  to  10,  in  their  third  game  in  this 
series.  The  Millers  also  placed  second  twice  dur- 
ing this  period  in  the  Hi-10.  Bob  Bromme  is  the 
manager  of  the  team  in  1959. 

The  Millers  have  two  veteran  baseball  players 
that  have  established  exceptionally  long  records. 
They  are  Walter  Jokela,  who  played  from  1936 
through  1957  and  Harley  Karvonen  who  played 
from  1932  through  1952.  Jokela  also  had  the 
pleasure  of  playing  on  the  same  team  with  his 
son  Dale  in  the  years  1955-56-57. 


'FIRST  NIGHT  GAME' 


Millers   (4  runs)           ab  r  h 

Walt  Jokela  cf                5  1  2 

Marlin  Kastama  ss  ....    3  12 

Orln  Petersen  If            3  0  0 

Billy  Karjala  If              1  0  0 

Lloyd  Ramsay  rf             4  0  0 

Russ  Jacobson  2b  ....    4  0  0 

Harold  Mattson  lb  ....    4  0  0 

Bud    Mellom    c               3  10 

Glen  Petersen  p             4  12 

Claude  Anderson  3b  ..    4  0  2 

35  4  8 


Perham  (1  run)          rb  r  h 

Money    rf                        4  0  0 

Nelson   If                      4  0  0 

Pearce    cf                        4  0  0 

P.  Johnson  3b                 4  0  0 

Martin    p    3  10 

Wakefield  c                    3  0  1 

R.  Johnson                     3  0  1 

Gresner  ss                      3  0  0 

Winkels  2b                      2  0  0 

Bucholz  2b                      10  0 

31  1  2 


'THE  PERFECT  GAME" 


Millers  (2)  ab  r  h 

Erv  Tolkinen  c    4  0  1 

Walt  Jokela  rf    3  11 

Marlin  Kastama  3b  ....    4  10 

Carl  Backstrom  lb  ....    4  0  1 

Al  Stigman  p    3  0  0 

Harold  Karvonen  If  ..    4  0  0 

Ralph  Gropper  2b  ....    4  0  0 

Math  Von  Ruden  cf  ..    3  0  0 

Dale  Jokela  ss    3  0  0 

32  2  3 


Ashby  (0)                  ab  r 

Paulson  rf    3  0 

L.  Johnson  cf    3  0 

Holtberg  ss    3  0 

Risbrudt  lb    3  0 

B.  Johnson  c    3  0 

Mathews  c    0  0 

Byrne  2b    3  0 

Olson   If    3  0 

A.  Johnson  3b    3  0 

Lystrom  3b    0  0 

Boe  p    3  0 

27  0 


4-H  TRAINS  YOUNG  FARMERS 

The  4-H  organization  has  been  active  in  this  area  for 
many  years  and  has  done  much  fine  work  with  the 
rural  children.  Pictured  above  is  Robert  Anderson,  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Verner  A.  Anderson,  with  his  Grand 
Champion  Purebred  4-H  calf,  Pompano  Design  Sparkle. 
He  received  this  award  in  1958.  Another  organization 
that  has  functioned  here  for  many  years  is  the  Boy 
Scouts,  Troop  109. 
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THE  FLYING  FINNS 


TOWNSHIP  NAMES 


In  1932  the  famous  "Flying  Finns"  basketball 
team  was  organized  here  by  a  group  of  high  school 
graduates.  This  was  a  colorful  team  that  won 
most  of  its  games  and  also  entertained  the  fans. 
Among  the  players  were  Orris  "Peanuts"  Atkin- 
son, Walter  Johnson,  Hugh  Mellin,  Elmer  Erkkila, 
George  Anderson,  Harley  Persons,  Edwin  Rousu, 
etc.  Manager  was  Fred  Atkinson  and  coach  was 
Eino  "Perry"  Skarra. 

Members  of  the  team  adopted  the  names  of 
the  Finnish  Olympic  stars  who  took  part  in  the 
Olympics  held  in  Los  Angeles  in  1932.  During 
the  halves  of  the  game  the  players  would  gather 
in  the  center  of  the  floor  and  eat  "silakka"  (her- 
ring), kirnupiimaa  (buttermilk)  and  kovaleipaa 
(hard  tack).  This  always  created  a  big  hit  with 
the  fans. 

The  team  played  for  several  years  with  new 
members  being  added  to  the  roster.  In  the  early 
forties  it  was  disbanded,  but  was  reorganized  in 
the  late  forties.  During  the  past  several  years 
there  has  been  no  independent  basketball  team. 

TRACK  MEET 
New  York  Mills  has  also  made  use  of  its  fine 
track  in  independent  meets  as  well  as  in  school 
events.  In  1934  the  Finnish  Mid-Summer  Festival 
had  a  fine  track  meet  here  and  in  1935  the  com- 
munity sponsored  an  invitational  track  meet  in 
which  many  famous  stars  in  the  mid-west  took 
part. 


The  picture  on  the  left  shows  the  old  fire  truck  that 
was  purchased  in  1923  when  it  was  used  in  one  of  the 
Children's  Day  parades  here  a  few  years  ago.  Left  to 
right  are  Bud  Rothiger,  Howard  Lund  and  the  chief  at 
that  time,  Doran  Vaughn. 

This  truck  was  replaced  in  1935  with  the  modern 
truck  shown  in  another  picture.  A  rural  fire  fighting 
truck  was  added  with  the  co-operation  of  the  town 
ships  about  1950. 


It  is  of  interest  to  know  that  Newton  township 
started  out  with  the  name  Frazee  township.  This 
was  soon  changed  to  New  York  Mills  township. 
When  the  village  was  incorporated  as  New  York 
Mills  the  township  name  had  to  be  changed  again. 
Woodland  was  suggested,  but  had  already  been 
adopted  by  another  township  so  Newton  was 
settled  upon. 

Homestead  township  started  out  as  Runyon 
township.  Homestead  was  selected  when  the  town- 
ship received  official  recognition.  It  received  its 
present  name  on  July  26,  1880. 


FESTIVALS  OF  TODAY 

Pictured  above  are  two  photos  of  the  famous 
Children's  Day  parade  conducted  each  year  in  New 
York  Mills  by  the  Lions  Club.  1959  marks  the  13th 
consecutive  Children's  Day.  In  addition  to  the  parade 
there  is  a  Princess  Contest  and  a  carnival.  A  Pickle 
Queen  is  also  selected  during  this  same  festival. 
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Clint  Stinar  (left)  and  son  Lem  in  Ford  Garage  which  Mr.  Stinar  operated 
for  many  years. 


DR.  W.  A.  MILLER 

Dr.  W.  A.  Miller  is  pictured  here  in  his  office  in 
the  Farmers  and  Merchants  State  Bank  building  in 
1938.  The  lower  picture  is  also  of  Dr.  Miller.  This 
was  taken  in  his  drug  store  when  it  was  located 
on  the  west  side  of  what  is  now  Central  Park  This 
building  was  later  moved  onto  Main  street  and  is  the 
basis  of  the  Fritz  General  Merchandise  store.  The 
biography  of  Dr.  Miller  and  his  family  appears  in 
Section  III,  however,  there  are  a  few  interesting  facts 
that  might  be  added  here. 


The  drug  store  building  pictured  above  was  purchas- 
ed by  Dr;  Miller  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Gaslin  some- 
time shortly  before  the  year  1900.  After  the  building 
was  moved,  Dr-  Miller  operated  his  drug  store  in  con- 
nection with  his  medical  practice,  on  the  new  site  until 
1916  when  he  moved  into  the  bank  building.  John  L. 
Karvonen  purchased  the  building  from  him  and  estab- 
lished a  general  merchandise  store  in  it. 

Dr.  Miller  was  a  busy  practitioner  during  his  many 


years  of  service  in  New  York  Mills.  He  delivered 
countless  babies  into  the  world  and  never  had  a 
maternal  death.  This,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  were 
not  the  conveniences  and  medical  aids  available  then 
as  there  have  been  during  later  years.  In  the  early 
years  he  made  all  of  his  calls  on  foot  or  with  horse 
and  wagon.  During  the  "flu"  epidemic  of  1918  he  was 
on  day  and  night  duty  and  tired  out  many  horses  on 
his  steady  ministering  to  the  ill. 

He  also  took  an  active  part  in  community  affairs, 
having  served  on  the  school  board  for  many,  was  vice- 
president  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  State  Bank  and 
promoted  Liberty  Bond  Drives  during  World  War  II. 

He  was  honored  by  the  Minnesota  Medical  Association 
in  1952  for  having  rendered  fifty  years  of  service 
as  a  medical  doctor.  On  February  17,  1953,  the  com- 
munity, through  the  auspices  of  the  New  York  Mills 
Lions  Club,  honored  him  for  having  given  a  lifetime  of 
service  to  the  community  of  New  York  Mills. 

Who  recalls  that  the  New  York  Mills  Commer- 
cial Club  was  planning  a  laundry  in  1916.  The 
proposal  was  referred  to  the  creamery  on  the 
possibility  that  they  might  organize  a  co-operative 
laundry. 


Shown  here  is  a  farewell  party  group  for  Mrs.  Chris 
Kimberlin  in  1923.  The  picture  came  smaller  than 
planned,  but  those  included  are: 

Back  row:  Mrs.  Clint  Stinar,  Mrs.  Chas.  Carlson,  Mrs. 
Al.  Maire,  Mrs,  Henry  Brill,  Mrs.  Harry  Fiske,  Mrs. 
Martin  Sondergaard,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Miller,  Mrs.  Annie 
Lausten,  Mrs.  Inga  Lausten,  Mrs.  Hanna  Backlund,  Mrs. 
Franz  Pilger,  Mrs.  Wm.  F,  Rieman. 

Second  row  from  back:  Mrs.  Alice  Lund,  Mrs.  Ida 
Abbott-Fisher,  Mrs.  Inga  Jenness,  Mrs.  Gust  Johnson, 
Mrs.  Clark  Rand,  unidentified. 

Seated:  Mrs.  John  Strohmenger,  Mrs.  Julius  Fischer, 
Mrs,  Hilda  Lyons,  Mrs.  Otho  Austin,  Mrs.  George  Deni- 
son,  Mrs.  Cora  Fiske,  Mrs.  Kimberlin,  unidentified, 
Mrs.  William  Wood,  Mrs.  Ole  Sandberg. 

Front  row:  Amanda  Abbott,  Georgia  Carlson,  Adah 
Kimberlin  Johnson,  Elsie  Sandberg  Reed,  Mrs.  Dave 
Fiske,  unidentified,  Mrs.  Betsy  Broderson. 
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DR.   E.   C.  HANSON 


Dr.  Everett  C.  Hanson  is  pictured  above  in  the  new 
office  building  which  he  had  remodeled  several  years 
ago.  Dr.  Hanson  has  been  a  medical  doctor  in  New 
York  Mills  since  July  15,  1928,  when  he  came  to  this 
community.  He  practised  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
Atkinson  building  on  Main  street  before  making  his 
fine  new  quarters  in  what  had  been  the  Muckala  build- 
ing and  later  the  Kulla  building. 

Dr.  Hanson  is  a  native  of  Winthrop,  Minnesota, 
where  he  attended  high  school.  He  finished  his  high 
school  education  at  St.  Paul  Central,  however.  From 
there  he  matriculated  at  Hamline  University  and  was 
graduated  by  that  school  in  1921.  While  at  Hamline, 
"Doc"  also  established  an  enviable  football  record, 
captaining  the  Hamline  gridders  to  two  state  champion- 
ships and  gaining  a  berth  for  two  successive  years  on 
the  Minnesota  All-State  football  team.  He  then  at- 
tended the  University  of  Minnesota  Medical  School 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1926. 

In  New  York  Mills  he  has  taken  part  in  civic  activity, 
having  served  for  many  years  as  director  and  chairman 
of  the  school  board  and  held  office  in  civic  organiza- 
tions. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  have  a  daughter,  Joan,  who 
teaches  in  the  elementary  schools  of  Edina,  Minnesota. 

"THE  TRUE  BLUE  CLUB" 
Mrs.  Fanny  (Austin)  Telin,  now  Woodbury  of 
Minneapolis,  organized  and  was  the  counselor  of 
"The  True  Blue  Club,"  an  organization  of  teen-age 
girls  in  the  1910's.  The  true  and  the  blue  stood 
for  loyalty,  honesty,  cleanliness  of  mind  and 
spirit,  and  the  willingness  to  help  others.  Often 
the  girls  would  work  in  teams  to  clean  and  as- 
sist in  homes  where  illness  prevailed. 

Mrs.  Telin  carried  a  small  folding  organ  from 
home  to  home  to  the  meetings.  What  fun  it  was 
to  sing  hymns  and  the  favorite  songs.  She  would 
read  to  the  girls,  often  helpful  literature  for  a 
growing  girl.  There  were  devotions  as  well  as 


gaiety  and  fun.  I,  Lydia  Haarala  (Ahola),  as  a 
member  of  the  club  so  many  years  ago,  shall  al- 
ways remember  her  devotion  to  the  club,  her  love 
for  us,  her  deep  understanding,  and  guidance. 

Surely,  the  hours  she  spent  with  us,  her  girls, 
have  borne  fruit  with  each  one  of  the  members. 
It  was  truly  the  Girl  Scout  Club  of  yesteryear. 


DR.  A.  T.  MORSTAD 

Everyone  will  recognize  this  picture  of  Dr.  A.  T. 
Morstad  who  was  a  dentist  in  New  York  Mills  for  25 
years.  Dr.  Morstad  came  to  New  York  Mills  from  Hen- 
ning  in  1924,  taking  over  the  practice  of  a  Dr.  Halvor- 
son  who  was  dentist  here  at  that  time. 

Prior  to  Dr.  Halvorson's  coming  here  a  Dr.  Oswald 
had  been  the  first  dentist  to  have  a  full-time  office 
in  New  York  Mills.  Before  that  time  a  dentist  came 
to  New  York  Mills  for  about  two  days  a  week. 

Dr.  Morstad  was  succeeded  in  New  York  Mills  by 
his  son  Andrew  Theodore  Jr.,  who  practiced  here  until 
June  1952  when  another  son,  Robert,  came  to  New 
York  Mills  to  take  over  the  practice.  Dr.  Robert  Mor- 
stad is  the  dentist  in  New  York  Mills  at  this  time  and 
Dr.  Theodore  Morstad  is  a  professor  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota,  head  of  the  Department  of  Prosthetics. 

Dr.  Morstad  was  a  man  keenly  interested  in  com- 
munity affairs  and  had  served  on  the  school  board  for 
20  years  and  held  many  other  positions  of  trust  in  the 
community  as  well  as  being  president  of  the  bank. 

Mrs.  Morstad  still  lives  in  the  community.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  LaVay,  Mary  Ann,  Theo- 
dore, Robert,  David,  Alice  and  Jacqueline. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  ERIK  TUMBERG 

Erik  Tumberg  was  born  in  Kuusamo,  Finland,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1859.  He  was  married  in  Finland  to  Pieta 
Kustaava  Yli-Raisanen.  They  came  to  New  York  Mills 
from  Finland  in  1882.  Their  small  daughter  Briita 
Kaisa  accompanied  them. 

When  he  first  came  here  he  went  to  work  on  the 
railroad  at  Valley  City,  North  Dakota.  A  group  of  20 
men  went  from  here  to  work  on  this  construction  gang. 
They  were  Andrew  Paatalo,  Matt  Johnson,  Matt  Hepo- 
koski,  August  Partanen,  Matt  Paavola,  Matt  Niskala, 
Matt  Takala,  Frans  Kehus,  Fred  Sarvi,  John  Majava, 
Andrew  Hokka,  John  Hokka,  John  Manninen  and  Lars, 
Peter,  and  Jacob  Kesaniemi. 

The  Tumbergs  took  a  homestead  in  Deer  Creek 
township  in  1883.  He  quickly  cleared  fields  and  the 
first  summer  harvested  a  crop  of  140  bushels  of  wheat. 
The  second  year  he  harvested  300  bushels  and  the  third 
season  640  bushels.  Tumberg  was  23  years  old  when 
he  took  his  farm  and  began  farming. 

His  first  wife  died  in  1916  and  in  1919  he  married 
Mrs.  Josephine  Mattila.  Children  from  his  first  mar- 
riage were  William,  Jalmer,  Oscar,  Richard,  Olga  and 
Briita  Kaisa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tumberg  are  both  deceased. 

ELIJAH  ABBOTT 

Elijah  Abbott  was  born  in  Rierdan,  Ohio,  on  April 
16,  1844.  He  was  married  at  an  early  age  and  he  and 
his  wife  Sarah  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and 
five  daughters. 

While  living  in  Ohio  he  was  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  carpenter.  Following  family  difficulties  he  moved 
to  South  Dakota  where  he  homesteaded  some  land. 
This  he  later  sold  and  moved  to  New  York  Mills  about 
1888.  He  lived  for  a  while  with  his  sister  and  brother- 
in-law,  Elizabeth  and  William  McKee.  He  purchased 
land  from  the  McKees  (from  the  corner  on  which  the 
August  Blomberg  home  is  located  south  to  Smith  Park). 
He  built  two  homes  on  this  land  and  then  sold  the 
remainder  to  Fred  Cole. 

He  married  Ida  Rehbein  in  1908.  Children  were 
Mary  (Mrs.  George  Bacon  of  St.  Paul),  Amanda  (Mrs. 
James  Harding),  Viola  (Mrs  George  Olson  of  Decorah, 
Iowa),  and  William  of  St  Paul  and  Lawrence  of 
Breckenridge. 

Elijah  Abbott  passed  away  on  June  4,  1921  at  the 
age  of  77  years  and  is  buried  in  the  village  cemetery, 
Mrs.  Abbott  has  remarried  and  is  now  Mrs.  Joe  Fisher. 
The  Fishers  make  their  home  in  the  village. 

SHORT  HISTORICAL  GLEANINGS 

Old  newspaper  files  have  been  perused  by  the 
Otter  Tail  County  Historical  Society.  We  quote 
some  of  them  here  for  the  interest  of  readers  of 
this  history  of  New  York  Mills. 

Fergus  Falls  Journal,  Dec.  28,  1889:  A  num- 
ber of  Wadena  gentlemen  will  establish  a  bank 
in  the  thriving  village  of  New  York  Mills.  The 
bank  will  be  a  private  institution  and  the  officers 
will  be  as  follows:  W.  R.  Baumback,  president; 
E.  J.  Austin  and  C.  W.  Baumback,  vice  presidents; 
J.  W.  Austin  Jr.,  cashier. 

Perham  Bulletin,  May  10,  1888:  Barney  Kemper, 
the  contractor,  took  a  crew  of  men  to  New  York 
Mills  to  work  on  the  new  town  hall.  Mr.  Kemper 


also  has  a  contract  to  build  a  new  home  for 
August  Sitz. 

Perham  Bulletin,  Sept.  1894:  On  Saturday, 
Sept.  1,  1894,  a  request  came  from  New  York 
Mills  to  Perham  for  fire  hose.  400  feet  was  loan- 
ed and  taken  to  Mills  by  team  and  hand  car.  Fire 
had  gotten  into  the  northeastern  part  of  the  village, 
backing  against  a  south  wind.  By  hard  work,  the 
village  was  saved  but  nearly  all  of  the  timber 
around  it  was  burned. 

Perham  Bulletin,  April  11,  1889:  Mrs.  Andrew 
Puupera  of  New  York  Mills  gave  birth  to  six 
children,  three  were  dead  and  three  are  living. 
(This  is  the  most  unusual  report  found  in  the 
archives.  Checking  with  the  descendants  of  the 
family  indicates  that  the  report  was  not  true.  It 
has  not  been  determined  what  may  have  given 
rise  to  the  report.  The  Puupera's  had  only  one 
child.  Their  history  is  recorded  elsewhere  in  an 
article  written  by  Julia  Tumberg  and  makes  no 
mention  of  this  report  either.) 

Perham  Bulletin,  Jan.  31,  1884:  John  Kinney 
takes  the  prize  for  hauling  the  largest  load  of 
logs  ever  pulled  by  four  horses  into  New  York 
Mills.  The  haul  was  made  on  January  28,  1884, 
and  had  over  6,000  feet  of  logs,  equaling  a  weight 
of  over  21  tons.  The  roads  were  exceptionally 
good  and  slippery. 


NEW  YORK  BOTTLING  CO.  FOUNDER 

F.  W.  Muckala,  founder  of  the  New  York  Betting 
Company,  is  shown  above  standing  by  the  truck  that 
he  made  deliveries  in  during  the  twenties.  Seated  in 
the  cab  is  a  niece,  Flora  Kangas.  Mr.  Muckala  started 
his  bottling  company  in  a  building  located  where  the 
Ford  garage  now  stands  during  the  first  decade  of  the 
twentieth  century.  He  later  built  the  building  which 
appears  in  the  background  of  the  picture  and  operated 
his  plant  in  this  building.  In  the  1920's  he  built  his 
plant  on  the  south  side  of  town  where  it  is  now  located, 
though  expanded  since  by  his  nephew,  Rudy  Kangas. 
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P.K.M.  Hardware  store.  Mr.  Andrew  Piilola  behind  counter 


Charles  Matala's  store.  Mr.  Matala,  Frank  Finberg,  Victor  Komulainen,  sales- 
man, Lillian  Boussu,  Martha  Sumi  Lassila. 


UNUSUAL  INCIDENT 

One  of  the  unusual  things  that  happened  in 
this  community  during  those  early  days  before 
the  turn  of  the  century  was  that  the  passenger 
train  quite  often  failed  to  stop  at  Wadena  to 
leave  passengers  off,  and  they  rode  on  through  to 
Mills  before  the  error  was  discovered.  Among 
those  so  forgotten  by  the  conductor  was  Governor 
John  Lind  of  the  State  of  Minnesota.  Governor 
Lind  got  off  the  train  one  rainy  night  and  asked 
for  the  Commercial  Hotel,  stating  that  he  had  to 
speak  there  at  a  banquet  the  following  night.  John 
O.  Johnson  was  the  lad  who  met  him  at  the  depot 
and  first  had  difficulty  getting  the  Governor  to 
understand  that  he  had  passed  Wadena  and  was 
now  in  New  York  Mills.  John,  however,  was  quite 
equal  to  the  occasion  and  provided  Governor  Lind 
with  quarters  at  the  Walker  House  and  the  next 
day  and  his  boss,  John  G.  Maattala,  and  a 
couple  of  other  businessmen,  took  the  Governor 
to  Wadena  and  attended  the  banquet. 

SOCIOLOGICAL  SURVEY 
It  may  be  interesting  for  students  of  the  history 
of  New  York  Mills  to  know  that  "A  Sociological 
Survey  of  the  Finnish  Settlement  of  New  York 
Mills,  Minnesota,  and  Its  Adjacent  Territory"  has 
been  prepared  and  published  in  thesis  form  by 
Ralph  Henry  Smith.  The  publication  was  prepar- 
ed "in  partial  fulfillment  of  the  requirements  for 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts"  and  presented  to  the 
Faculty  of  the  Department  of  Sociology  of  the 


University  of  Southern  California.  It  is  dated 
August  1933  and  is  available  for  study  at  the 
University.  Mr.  Smith,  now  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
also  has  a  copy  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Smith  was  principal  of  the  New  York  Mills 
High  School  at  the  time  he  prepared  his  thesis. 

THE  VILLAGE  COUNCIL— 

In  this  Jubilee  Year  of  1959  the  New  York  Mills 
Village  Council  is  composed  of  the  following  mem- 
bers: John  Mark,  mayor;  Arnold  Piilola,  Richard 
Houtkooper  and  Ervin  Keskinen,  trustees;  Ernest 
Bernu,  clerk.  Other  village  officials  are  Walter 
Tikkanen,  treasurer;  William  Nikkari  and  Bernie 
Ellingson,  justices  of  the  peace;  Charles  Johnson, 
assessor.  Edwin  Ala  is  village  marshal. 


Newton  township  had  the  unusual  record  of 
having  had  three  crermeries  within  its  borders. 
They  were  in  New  York  Mills,  Heinola  and  To- 
pelius.  Topelius  beg  n  its  career  as  Amboy,  it  is 
no  longer  on  the  map.  The  creameries  sprang  up 
when  the  growing  of  grain  started  on  the  down- 
grade. Rust  in  the  wheat  in  1904  started  more 
diversified  farming  in  this  area.  Potatoes  were 
a  great  crop  here  for  many  years.  Farmers  start- 
ed growing  potatoes  commercially  in  about  1907 
and  continued  until  b'ight  spoiled  all  future  po- 
tato crops  in  the  late  twenties. 
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]ohn  G.  Maattala 


Mr.  Maattala  was  a  I  *f* 

merchant  in  New  York 
Mills  for  many  years 
just  before  and  after  the 


EARLY  SETTLER  IN  OLD  DRESS 

Mrs.  Margaret  Kiff  is  pictured  here  in  a  dress  that 
she  wore  during  one  of  the  special  Jubilee  days  during 
July.  The  dress  had  belonged  to  her  mother,  Mrs.  John 
Ollikain,  and  is  over  100  years  old.  Her  mother  had 
purchased  it  in  New  York  City  and  brought  it  with 
her  to  New  York  Mills.  Mrs.  Kiff  was  born  here  in  1880. 


A  1903  BASEBALL  TEAM 


Pictured  above  is  a  baseball  team  in  the  Heinola 
area  in  1903.  Members  of  the  team  were,  left  to  right 
in  the  front  row:  Midian  Fraki,  Henry  Piippo,  Nickolas 
Pudas,  Oscar  Piippo.  In  the  back  row:  Richard  Pudas, 
William  Kaisalahti,  Alfred  Pudas,  John  Pernula  and 
William  Fraki. 


BLACK  SMITHING  IN  HEINOLA 


John  Barden,  Effer  Nissi  and  William  Kaisalahti  are 
shown  hard  at  work  in  the  blacksmith  shop  in  Heinola 
in  1912. 
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"A    TOWN    IS  BORN" 

JULY  17  -  18 

Historical  Pageant 

Presented  by  the  people  of  New  York  Mills  and  the  surrounding  communi- 
ties (many  of  whom  are  descendants  of  the  original  settlers)  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

Written  by  June  A.  Parta  and  directed  by  Angeline  N.  Buerkle.  Produced 
by  the  New  York  Mills  Civic  and  Commerce  Association  with  the  help  of  the 
following  committees: 

General  Arrangements:  William  H.  Dittes.  chairman,  Angeline  Buerkle, 
June  Parta. 

Stage  Lighting  and  Properties ;  Mrs.  Lionel  Hintz,  chairman,  Mrs.  Robert 
Grieger,  Mrs.  Al  Bolmgren,  Mrs.  William  Nikkari,  Jerry  Muckala,  Howard  Ojala. 
Tickets:  Roger  Knudtsen,  assisted  by  Robert  Kampsula. 
Music  Director:  Charles  E.  Johnson 
Organist:  Edward  I.  Riippa 

Soloists:  Miss  Marilyn  Forester,  Mrs.  Edward  Riippa,  Kenneth  Klein,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Dittes,  Mistress  Barbara  Steblay,  and  Master  Gregg  Johnson. 

Narrators:  John  Steblay,  Marilyn  Forster,  James  Perala,  Hazel  Mellin. 

Barber  Shop  Quartet:  Wallace  Houtkooper,  Peter  Hoyhtya,  Kenneth  Klein, 
Robert  Houtkooper. 

PROLOGUE 

Episode  I.  —  The  Indians  make  their  home  here.  Indians  from  the  Ponsford 
Reservation 

Episode  II.  —  Formation  of  the  New  York  Mills  Lumber  Company. 
Episode  III.  ■ —  The  loggers  spin  their  yarns  around  the  campfire. 
Episode  IV.  —  "A  Town  Is  Born"  —  The  first  settlers  arrive. 
Episode  V.  —  New  York  Mills  is  incorporated — 1884 
Episode  VI.  —  Education — Scene  in  an  early  school  room. 
Episode  VII.  —  Growth  of  the  churches  —  Children's  Choir. 
Episode  VIII.  —  Quilting  Bee  in  a  pioneer  home. 

Episode  IX.  —  Celebrations:  Scene  1.  4th  of  July  1884.  Scene  2.  Governor 

Lind  arrives  in  New  York  Mills. 
Episode  X.  —  The  Hollanders  arrive. 

Episode  XL  —  World  War  I.  "Miss  Liberty"  of  New  York  Mills. 

Episode  XII.  —  "Let's  Play  Ball"  —  History  of  the  Millers. 

Episode  XIII.  —  World  War  II  and  Korean  War,  by  members  of  the  V.F.W 

and  Auxiliary. 
Episode  XV.  —  Industry  comes  to  New  York  Mills. 

GRAND  FINALE 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES 
of  Early  Settlers 
in  New  York  Mills 

—    SECTION  II  — 


Pioneers  at  work  in  the  New  York  Mills  community 


Included  in  this  section  of  the  history  of  New  York  Mills  and  its  com- 
munity are  biographies  of  many  of  the  families  that  settled  here  in  the  early 
days.  Information  for  this  section  has  been  gathered  by  the  editors  from  every 
available  nook  and  cranny,  including  tombstones  in  the  local  cemetery,  and  from 
the  many  families  who  have  been  interested  in  this  publication  and  in  having 
their  families  represented  herein.  In  some  instances,  where  no  direct  descend- 
ant of  the  family  remained  in  the  community  information  was  supplied  by 
friends  who  wished  the  family  to  be  included  in  this  history.  There  may 
be  errors  in  dates  in  these  instances.  No  doubt  there  are  biographies  of  families 
that  should  be  recorded  here  and  are  not,  for  this  we  must  apologize,  stating 
that  every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  editors  to  have  everyone  included. 

The  biographies  recorded  here  are  placed  in  neither  alphabetical  nor 
chronological  order.  They  are  arranged  only  as  they  came  from  the  editor's  desk, 
in  the  order  the  material  lay.  An  alphabetical  index  will  be  found  on  the  last 
page  of  this  section. 


fused  by  all  of  these  people  with  the  same  name  not 
related  to  each  other,  suggested  to  this  couple  that 
they  change  their  name  to  avoid  any  further  confusion. 
After  considering  several  names,  the  immigration  of- 
ficial felt  that  Cook  would  be  a  fine  name  for  this 
family,  and  so  it  has  been  ever  since. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  G.  H.  SUOMFLA 


Gust  H.  Suomela  was  born  April  23,  1872,  in  Oulu, 
Finland.  He  was  engaged  in  the  tanni  .g  business  in 
Finland  for  several  years  before  he  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1900.  He  settled  first  in  Crystal  Fa_ls,  Mich., 
and  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1901.  He  established  his 
own  tanning  business  here  which  he  operated  for  about 
30  years.  His  family  followed  him  to  the  United  States 
and  to  New  York  Mills  in  1902.  He  passed  away  July 
28,  1949.  Mrs.  Suomela  was  born  in  Finland  November 
4,  1866,  and  passed  away  May  29,  1350.  They  were 
the  parents  of  14  children. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  JACOB  COOK 

John  Jacob  Cook  was  born  in  Finland  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  year  1874  and  to  New  York  Mills  in 
1877.  He  established  a  homestead  three  miles  south 
of  the  village.  He  died  here  in  the  year  1932.  Mrs. 
Cook  (Margaret)  was  born  in  Norway  and  died  here 
in  the  year  1918.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  child- 
ren, John,  Charles,  Alexander,  Alvina,  Mae  and  Minerva, 
all  deceased.  An  unusual  incident  relative  to  the  fam- 
ily's name  being  changed  to  Cook  from  Kauppi  is  re- 
lated by  Raymond  Cook,  a  grandson.  There  were  sev- 
eral Kauppis  aboard  the  ship  that  brought  the  immi- 
grants from  Finland,  all  planning  on  going  to  Michigan. 
The  immigration  official  at  Ellis  Island  becoming  con- 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHARLES  GUSTAV  COOK 

Charles  Gustav  Cook  was  born  in  Norway  in  the 
year  1881  and  died  in  New  York  Mills  in  1958.  Kaisa 
Cook  was  born  in  Finland  in  the  year  1878  and  died 
here  in  1941.  Each  came  with  their  own  parents  from 
Finland  to  the  United  States.  Charles  in  the  year  1877 
and  Kaisa  in  the  year  1881.  They  farmed  in  this  com- 
munity for  many  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  one 
daughter,  Lillian,  died  in  1957.  Remaining  are  Julius 
Nina,  Hannah,  Arthur,  Ellen,  Raymond  and  John. 


Charles  Lakso  was  born 
Dec.  12,  1872  in  Kalvia,  Fin- 
land. He  came  directly  to 
New  York  Mills  from  Fin- 
land in  1888.  He  married 
Mary  Josephine  Pernula  in 
1895  and  they  had  one 
daughter,  Mrs.  Hilma  Hend- 
rickson,  who  lives  here.  Fol- 
lowing the  death  of  his  first 
wife  in  1900  he  married 
Mary  Johanna  Walitalo  in 
1902.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  five  children.  He 
was  a  building  contractor 
in  this  community  and  did 
much  construction  work 
here  and  in  neighboring 
communities  as  well  as  in 
Minneapolis,  Michigan  and 
Chicago,  where  he  later 
made  his  home.  He  now 
lives  in  Florida. 


CHARLES  LAKSO 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  E.  G.  PETERSON 

Erick  Gustaf  Peterson  was  born  in  Sweden  on  March 
29,  1866.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1830,  living 
in  Duluth  until  he  came  here  in  1898  where  he  farmed 
until  1948.  He  married  Gertrude  Anderson  in  1897. 
Mr.  Peterson  died  in  1958.  Mrs.  Peterson  died  in  1947. 
They  had  no  children. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  FRED  WAPOLA 
MR.  AND  MRS.  ABRAM  MATTILA 

Abraham  Mattila  was  born  Sept.  29,  1852,  in  Finland, 
and,  Stiina,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Finland  on  February 
5,  1885.  They  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  the  1380's. 
Mr.  Mattila  died  April  22,  1936,  and  Mrs.  Mattila  died 
on  February  15,  1938. 

Fred  Wapola  (standing)  was  born  in  Brainerd,  Minn., 
on  March  2,  1883,  and  died  May  28,  1958.  Emma  Sophia 
Wapola,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abram  Mattila,  was 
born  in  Republic,  Michigan,  August  14,  1883.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wapola  were  married  in  the  First  Methodist 


Church  in  Wadena  on  November  14,  1901.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of  whom,  Sadie 
(Mrs.  Louis  Lunacek),  Ailie  and  Waino,  are  deceased. 
Remaining  children  are  Lillian  (Mrs.  J.  Arnold  Ander- 
son) and  Rudolph. 

Fred  Wapola  was  active  in  the  organization  of  vari- 
ous business  enterprises  in  this  community  and  also  was 
village  assessor. 


JOHN  J.  COOK,  JR. 


John  J.  Cook  Jr.  was  born 
in  Norway  on  June  24,  1869. 
He  came  to  New  York  Mills 
with  his  parents  in  1877.  He 
died  here  in  the  year  1958, 
after  having  retired  from 
farming  a  number  of  years 
earlier.  He  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Edna. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHARLES  A.  BERNU 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Bernu,  lifelong  residents  of 
this  community,  observed  their  golden  wedding  an- 
niversary July  3,  1959.  They  were  married  on  that  date 
fifty  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  J.  V.  W.  Lahde  in  New 
York  Mills.  The  Bernus  are  parents  of  two  daughters, 
Bernice  (Mrs.  Eero  Latvala)  and  Hazel  (Mrs.  Burnett 
Ellingson),  both  of  New  York  Mills.  They  are  also 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Roger  Mohrbacher  (Harriet  Ann 
Ellingson)  and  great  grandparents  of  seven  month  old 
Jule  Ann  Mohrbacher,  who  with  Mr.  Mohrbacher  re- 
side in  Fergus  Falls,  Minn. 

Mr.  Bernu  was  born  on  July  30,  1885,  one  of  twelve 
children  of  the  late  Leander  and  Hanna  Bernu  who 
immigrated  here  from  Kalvia,  Finland  in  the  late  1870's. 
He  was  born  in  the  family  home  then  located  where 
Vaughn  Chevrolet  Co.  now  stands.  His  father  was  em- 
ployed for  some  time  in  Valley  City,  North  Dakota  and 
in  Canada  upon  his  arrival  in  the  United  States.  His 
mother,  who  came  a  short  time  later,  established  a 
boarding  house  in  New  York  Mills  where  she  served 
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early  lumbermen  and  others  without  home  comforts. 
Later  the  family  settled  on  a  farm  in  Leaf  Lake  town- 
ship where  the  elder  Bernus  spent  their  remaining 
years. 

Anna  Benin,  one  of  ten  children  born  to  the  late 
Jacob  and  Greeta  Anderson  (Pernula),  was  born  Febru- 
ary 18,  1882  at  the  family  home  in  Otto  township..  Her 
parents  who  also  came  here  in  the  late  1870's,  had 
Indians  for  neighbors  as  one  of  their  first  experiences 
in  their  new  homeland.  After  leaving  Hailuoto,  Finland, 
they  spent  two  years  in  Norway  where  their  oldest 
daughter,  Ida  was  born.  Prior  to  coming  to  this  com- 
munity the  family  also  spent  seven  years  in  Hancock, 
Michigan. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernu  are  both  in  comparatively  good 
health  despite  their  years  and  are  living  in  semi-retire- 
ment in  the  village  of  New  York  Mills. 

Liisa  Wakkinen  was  born 
in  Finland  in  1846.  She  was 
married  there  to  Gustaf 
Wakkinen  and  they  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1878. 
After  living  for  a  year  in 
Ashtabula  Harbor,  Ohio, 
they  came  to  New  York 
Mills  in  1879.  They  purchas- 
ed a  120  acre  farm  from 
the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road and  the  fourth  gener- 
ation of  this  family  now 
lives  on  this  same  farm. 
Pudolph  Virnala,  who  now 
operates  the  farm  repre- 
sents the  third  generation, 
and  his  children  represent 
the  fourth  generation.  Mrs. 
Lydia  Virnala  (Wakkinen), 
representing,  the  second  generation,  and  her  husband 
Emil,  previously  operated  this  farm.  Other  children 
of  the  Wakkinens  were  Edla  and  Jack,  deceased,  and 
Victor  in  Los  Angeles.  Liisa  Wakkinen  died  here  in 
1938  and  Gustaf  Wakkinen  died  in  1924. 


Li  ISA  WAKKiWEf 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  NISSI 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Nissi  came  to  New  York  Mills  in 
1897  from  Ohio  where  they  had  migrated  from  Finland 
in  1884.  Mr,  Nissi  died  in  1920  and  Mrs.  Nissi  in 
1928.  They  operated  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  the  village. 
They  have  one  son,  Waino,  who  lives  here.  Other 
children,  now  deceased,  were  Evald,  Ados,  Fritiof,  Ida. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ALVIN  EHNERT 

Alvin  Ehnert  was  born  in  Germany  on  August  1, 
1363,  and  died  in  this  community  in  1930.  Mrs.  Ehnert 
(Ida  Erickson)  was  born  in  Sweden  on  November  10, 
1867,  and  died  here  in  1944.  Mr.  Ehnert  came  to  Wis- 
consin in  1869  and  to  Homestead  township  in  1880. 
Mrs.  Ehnert  came  to  the  United  States  in  1870  and  to 
this  community  in  1880.  They  were  married  here  in 
1885  and  purchased  railroad  property  in  Homestead 
township  where  they  operated  a  farm.  They  were  the 
parents  of  14  children,  four  of  whom,  Emma,  Carl,  Edna, 
and  Walter,  are  deceased.  Remaining  children  are 
Amelia,  Ed,  Fred,  Herman,  Selma,  Ethel,  Lena,  Myrtle, 
Ruth,  and  Pearl. 

Abraham  Danielson  was 
born  in  Pudasjarvi,  Finland, 
on  October  16,  1846.  He 
spent  his  early  life  in  Fin- 
land and  Norway.  In  the 
latter  country  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Carolina  Woil- 
man  in  1868.  A  few  years 
later  he  and  his  wife  came 
to  the  United  States.  They 
lived  in  Michigan  for  seven 
years  before  coming  to  New 
York  Mills  in  1878,  At  that 
time  there  was  only  one 
saw  mill  and  one  store  in 
the  village.  They  purchased 
and  settled  on  a  160  acre 
plot  of  wooded  land  south- 
east of  the  village  in  New- 
ton township.  This  farm  is 
now  operated  by  his  grand- 
daughter and  her  husband, 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Hoyt 
(Sadie  Lassila).  They  were  the  parents  of  five  child- 
ren: Theodore,  John,  Anna  (Mrs.  Alex  Lassila),  Mary 
(Mrs.  Alex  Halvari),  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Jack  Wakki- 
nen). Mr.  Danielson,  who  was  interested  in  progress  and 
improvement,  served  as  town  board  supervisor  for 
many  years.  He  died  on  March  14,  1930,  and  Mrs. 
Danielson  died  in  November  1918.  At  the  age  of  82 
years  he  still  shocked  80  acres  of  grain. 
4  — 


ABRAHAM  DANIELSON 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ESA  JOHNSON 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Esa  Johnson  were  born  in  Iso  Kyro, 
Finland.  They  were  married  in  Duluth  where  each  had 
come  in  the  year  1885.  Mr.  Johnson  worked  on  the 
docks  until  he  was  injured  when  a  large  rock  fell  on 
his  shoulder.  He  suffered  from  this  injury  all  of  his 
life.  The  Johnsons  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1890 
and  operated  a  farm  east  of  the  village.  Mrs.  Johnson 
died  in  1919  in  Brocket!,  N.  D.,  where  the  family  lived 
for  about  nine  years.  Mr.  Johnson  died  in  1939. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  KALLE  JAASKA 

Kalle  Jaaska  was  born  in  Ullava,  Finland,  in  August 
1853.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1881,  settling 
first  in  Ashtabula,  Ohio.  Later  he  moved  to  Michigan 
and  from  there  came  to  New  York  Mills,  settling  on 
a  farm  he  purchased  in  Leaf  Lake  township.  He  mar- 
ried Briita  Uukangas  of  Kalvia,  Finland,  who  died  in 
1903.  They  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  one  son  Emil  died  in  1934  and  Carl  0.  Jaaska 
is  the  only  surviving  son.  Kalle  Jaaska  died  in  1934. 

Carl  0.  Jaaska  married  Lizzie  Hemming  in  1913.  She 
came  here  in  1910  from  Kauhava,  Finland.  They  have 
eight  children  and  farm  the  original  home  farm. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  ANDREW  RIMPILA 

Andrew  Rimpila  was  born  in  Lohtaja,  Finland,  on 
November  27,  1869.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1886,  settling  in  the  New  York  Mills  community  where 
he  lived  the  balance  of  his  life  with  the  exception  of 
five  years  spent  at  Calumet,  Mich.  He  married  Maria 
Pajumpaa  on  January  3,  1891.  Mrs.  Rimpila  was  born 
in  Finland  on  Dec.  25,  1876,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  when  four  years  old  with  her  parents,  Sakris 
and  Maria  Pajumpaa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rimpila  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  in  1941.  Mr.  Rimpila 
died  in  1945,  Mrs.  Rimpila  died  in  1956.  They  were 
the  parents  of  15  children,  four  of  whom  are  deceased, 
Signe,  William,  Lydia,  and  Norma.  Remaining  children 
are  Walter,  Fabian,  Emil,  Alma,  Effie,  Lila,  Edrie, 
Mildred,  Viola,  Helmi  and  Mrs.  Abe  Grabowski. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  THOMAS  SALO 

Thomas  Salo  was  born  in  Toholampi,  Finland,  in  1859. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1880.  He  settled  in 
Brainerd  where  he  met  and  married  Miss  Sophia  Wa- 
pola  in  1884.  On  May  5,  1892,  he  moved  his  family  to 
the  160  acre  farm  that  he  had  purchased  in  Deer 
Creek  township.  They  had  15  children,  six  of  whom 
passed  away  in  infancy.  The  surviving  children  are 
Esther  (Mrs.  Adolph  Hoyhtya),  Alfred,  Walter,  Reino, 
and  Ignatius,  Naomi,  Ida  (Mrs.  Eric  Kangas)  and  Miriam 
(Mrs.  Carl  Hagel)  are  also  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reino 
Salo  operate  the  original  home  farm. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  OLAF  PAJARI  SR.  AND  FAMILY 


Lizzie  Pajari  Anderson,  Henry  Pajari,  Mary 
Pajari  Peterson  Majava,  Olaf  Pary  (Pajari). 

Among  the  early  pioneers  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olaf 
Pajari  Sr.  and  their  family  of  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  of  Tervola,  Finland,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1871.  The  parents  came  to  New  York  Mills 
in  1883  from  Michigan.  The  children  came  as  follows: 
Henry  in  1880.  Olaf  Jr.  in  1881,  Lizzie  (Mrs.  Theodore 
Anderson)  in  1884,  Abram  in  1882  and  Mary  (Mrs.  Peter- 
son Majava)  in  1891. 

Olaf  Pajari  Sr.  was  born  in  Tervola,  Finland,  in  1814, 
his  wife,  Anna  Margaret,  was  born  in  the  same  area. 

Henry  was  married  to  Anna  Piekkola  and  they  lived 
on  a  farm  in  Newton  township.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  three  sons,  John,  William  and  George,  and 
seven  daughters. 

Anna  passed  away  in  1926  and  Henry  died  in  1934 
at  the  age  of  81  years. 

Abram  and  his  wife  Sanna  also  lived  on  a  farm  in 
Newton  township.  He  passed  away  in  1891.  They  were 
the  parents  of  one  son  and  two  daughters. 

Lizzie,  Mrs.  Theodore  Anderson,  and  her  family 
moved  to  New  York  Mills  in  1884.  Her  husband  came 
here  first  and  built  the  home  on  Main  Street  in  which 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  Anna  Skarra,  lives.  Mrs.  Anderson 
passed  away  in  1939,  at  the  age  of  83  years. 

Mary,  Mrs.  Peterson  Majava,  came  to  New  York  Mills 
in  1891  from  Lead,  South  Dakota,  where  she  had  gone 
in  1883  during  the  Black  Hills  gold  rush  from  Michigan. 
Her  journey  to  South  Dakota  was  made  by  boat  to 
Duluth  from  Upper  Michigan,  then  by  train  to  Pierre, 
South  Dakota,  by  way  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  the 
last  part  of  her  journey  was  made  by  stage  coach. 
She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children  by  her  first 
marriage  and  three  during  her  second  marriage.  She 
passed  away  in  1948  at  the  age  of  87  years. 

Olaf  Jr.  was  born  in  Tervola,  Finland,  on  July  7, 
1851.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States 
and  attended  school  and  worked  in  Michigan  before 
coming  to  New  York  Mills  in  1881.  When  he  came 
here  there  was  only  the  Winslow  Store  and  the  Blowers 
Store  in  town  and  he  established  the  third  store  here. 
He  operated  this  store  for  14  years  then  became  in- 


terested in  gold  mining  in  Alaska  and  a  flour  mill 
in  North  Dakota.  He  also  conducted  a  store  during  his 
three  year  stay  in  Alaska.  After  returing  to  New  York 
Mills  he  again  operated  a  store  here  until  he  left  to 
go  prospecting  for  gold  and  copper  in  the  state  of 
Washington.  He  returned  to  New  York  Mills  in  1908 
once  again  to  go  into  business  here.  He  later  purchased 
the  Farmers  Mercantile  Association  and  operated  a 
general  merchandise  store  until  he  retired  and  sold 
his  business  to  Charles  A.  Matala.  He  also  operated  a 
seed  warehouse  here  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1933. 

The  large  brick  building  in  New  York  Mills  now 
occupied  by  Karvonen  and  Son  Furniture  was  built 
by  Mr.  Pary  in  1885.  This  was  the  first  brick  building 
in  New  York  Mills. 

In  1874  he  married  Sarah  Rippo.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  one  son,  John,  now  deceased.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1904  and  in  1908  he  married  Sarah  P.  Warner 
who  also  preceded  him  in  death. 

Mr.  Pary  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  petition  for 
incorporation  of  the  village  of  New  York  Mills  and 
was  a  public-spirited  citizen  interested  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  community. 

All  of  the  members  of  this  pioneer  family  had  many 
interesting  experiences,  but  space  does  not  permit  the 
relating  of  them. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  HANS  C.  HANSON 


Hans  C.  Hanson  was  born  in  Denmark,  on  the  Island 
of  Fynn,  April  1,  1859.  In  the  year  1880  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  Rochester,  Minnesota.  In  1899 
he  came  to  Otter  Tail  county  and  purchased  40  acres 
of  unbroken  land  in  Homestead  township  from  the 
railroad.  Later  he  increased  his  farm  to  240  acres.  In 
1903  he  moved  into  the  village  and  rented  the  old 
hotel.  This  building  burned  in  1905,  as  related  else- 
where, and  they  continued  the  hotel  operation  in  their 
home  until  he  built  the  Merchants  Hotel  building  in 
1907.  He  operated  the  hotel  until  his  son-in-law  and 
daughter  took  it  over  in  1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson 
then  moved  to  Otter  Tail  where  they  operated  the 
Pleasure  Park  resort  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Hanson  was  mayor  of  New  York  Mills  for  six 
years  and  was  instrumental  in  the  securing  of  Central 
Park  for  the  village,  the  construction  of  cement  side- 
walks and  other  civic  improvements.  He  was  also  one 
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of  the  organizers  of  the  New  York  Mills  Business- 
men's Club. 

On  September  9,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Char- 
lotte Carlson,  who  came  here  from  Sweden  in  1880. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Mr.  Hanson 
died  in  Wadena  on  April  3,  1941. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  SAM  ROGERS 


"Heinajoki".  This  section  is  still  occupied  by  some 
of  the  early  Finnish  settlers.  They  lived  through  the 
era  from  oxen  to  automobiles. 

Their  second  child,  a  daughter,  Minnie,  born  in 
April,  1885  (later  married  to  Nestor  Laitinen)  was 
the  second  white  child  born  in  Blowers  township. 

On  May  4,  1900,  the  family  moved  to  another  farm 
in  Blowers  township  where  the  family  lived  until 
October  1929.  Matt  Nikkari  did  carpenter  work,  be- 
sides farming,  and  in  later  years  traveled  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  several  Finnish-language  newspapers 
in  Minnesota,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Wisconsin,  and 
Michigan,  in  which  states  he  was  well-known  among 
the  Finnish  people. 

Mr.  Nikkari  died  October  5,  1922,  and  was  buried 
in  the  family  lot  in  Blowers  township  cemetery. 

The  family  moved  to  Wadena,  Minnesota,  where  they 
resided  for  a  year,  and  in  June,  1930  moved  to  New 
York  Mills  where  Mrs.  Nikkari  died  February  21,  1936. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nikkari,  of 
whom  four  survive,  one  of  them  being  William  Nikkari, 
a  well-known  business  man  in  the  community. 


Sam  Rogers  was  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Rogers, 
pioneer  settlers  in  this  territory.  Joe  Rogers  was  a 
Civil  War  veteran  and  one  of  the  early  lumbermen  of 
this  community.  Further  information  is  not  available. 


MRS.  OLAF  TIKKANEN 


MR.  AND  MRS.  MATT  NIKKARI 

Matt  Nikkari  was  born  October  21,  1854  at  Lohtaja, 
Finland  and  his  wife,  nee  Seikkula,  was  born  February 
8,  1860  at  Lohtaja,  Finland. 

Matt  Nikkari  traveled  in  Russia  during  his  younger 
days  and  was  employed  there  at  the  shipyards  before 
coming  to  America. 

They  were  married  at  Brainerd,  Minnesota  May  19, 
1883,  and  filed  for  a  homestead  in  Blowers  township, 
Otter  Tail  county,  Minnesota,  where  they  came  to  live 
August  15,  1884.  They  experienced  many  hardships  in 
their  early  days  on  the  homestead  located  in  the  part 
of  Blowers  which  became  known  as  "Hay  Creek",  or 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olaf  Tikka- 
nen  were  married  in  the 
year  1912  in  New  York 
Mills.  Mrs.  Tikkanen  was 
born  December  12,  1884,  in 
Finland.  She  came  to  New 
York  Mills  with  her  parents, 
Herman  and  Hilma  Kamp- 
sula,  in  the  year  1892.  They 
have  three  daughters,  Hilma 
(Mrs.  C.  H.  Tisdell),  Ellen 
(Mrs.  L.  J.  Stinar),  Teena 
(Mrs.  Leslie  Gregory)  and 
one  son,  Carl  Ernest.  Olaf 
Tikkanen  passed  away  in 
1926.  Mrs.  Tikkanen's  hobby 
is  rug  weaving  and  in  the 
picture  she  is  shown  sitting 
at  her  loom. 


OLAF  TIKKANEN 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  SAM  SMITH 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Smith  settled  in  Homestead  town- 
ship in  the  1880's  and  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  that  rural  area. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  IVAR  TELIN 

Ivar  Telin  was  born  in  Piippola,  Finland  in  1839  and 
died  on  his  farm  near  New  York  Mills  on  January  11, 
1937.  Anna  Walborg  Telin  (nee  Peltomaa)  was  born 
in  Piippola  in  1837  and  died  on  the  family  farm  here 
January  3,  1907.  The  couple  was  married  in  Finland 
in  1865.  Their  first  son,  Ivar,  was  born  in  Finland  in 
1867.  The  Telins  left  Finland  and  located  in  Holmes 
City,  Minnesota,  in  May  1873.  Their  first  child  born 
in  America  was  a  daughter,  Mary,  born  September 
13,  1873.  Their  second  son,  Matthew,  was  born  March 
24,  1878.  Mr.  Telin  filed  on  a  homestead  in  Section 
4,  Deer  Creek  township,  five  miles  south  of  New  York 
Mills  in  1877.  Two  sons,  Henry,  July  4,  1879,  and 
William,  April  10,  1883,  were  born  there.  They  later 
moved  to  a  farm  about  IV2  miles  southeast  of  the 
village.  Two  sons,  Matthew  and  Henry,  are  the  sole 
survivors  of  the  family. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  TELIN 

Henry  Telin  was  born  on  a  farm  in  section  4,  Deer 
Creek  township,  on  July  4,  1879,  and  is  the  first  child 
born  to  Finnish  settlers  in  this  area.  His  parents  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivar  Telin.  In  1890  tha  family  moved 
to  a  farm  in  Newton  township  close  to  the  village.  In 
the  year  1901,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hilda  Leskela, 
who  was  born  in  Kuusamo,  Finland,  on  August  18,  1877. 
She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1900.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Telin  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Impi  (Mrs.  Clarence  Johanson),  Mabel 
(Mrs.  Bert  Swanson),  Laila  (Mrs.  Carl  Haugen),  and 
Bruno. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  VICTOR  KOMULAINEN 


Victor  Komulainen  came  to  the  United  States  from 
Norway  when  he  was  14  years  old  and  to  New  York 
Mills  in  1890.  His  parents  farmed  and  he  worked  in 
local  stores  for  Charles  Matala  and  Harry  Almquist. 
He  later  operated  his  own  store  in  the  building  now 
occupied  by  the  Corner  Cafe.  In  1925  he  moved  to 
Mt.  Iron  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1954  He 
was  married  to  Alvina  Cook  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  later 
married  Mrs.  Gertrude  Mellin. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  OTTO  WILLIAM  AMBERG 


Otto  William  Amberg  was  born  August  16,  1870,  in 
Pihtipudas,  Finland.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1888.  He  settled  in  Hancock,  Michigan,  for  one  year 
before  coming  to  New  York  Mills  in  1889.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Olga  Loukinen  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
five  children.  Olga  died  in  1901  and  all  of  the  child- 
ren have  also  passed  away. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  Ida 
Walborg  Tumberg  in  1902.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erick  Tumberg  and  was  born 
July  12,  1885,  in  Deer  Creek  township.  They  were  the 
parents  of  13  children  of  whom  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters are  deceased.  Otto  Amberg  died  on  November  7, 
1922  and  Ida  Amberg  died  on  April  30,  1929.  Remain- 
ing children  are  Mrs.  Wallace  Junttila  (Esther)  of 
Chicago,  111.,  Oscar,  Mrs.  Bruno  Kujala  (Hannah),  Edwin, 
Arthur,  Mrs.  Oscar  Wirta  (Saima)  and  Charley,  all  of 
New  York  Mills,  Mrs.  Fannie  Nelson  of  Moorhead  and 
Reuben  of  Milwaukee. 


fllflljf 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  HENDRIK  MATTI 


Pictured  with  their  parents  are  (back  row,  left  to 
right)  Ida,  Hanna,  William,  Sophie,  John.  Seated  at 
the  left  of  her  parents  is  Edla  and  on  the  right  is  Evert. 

Hendrik  Matti  was  born  in  Turtola,  Finland,  April  8, 
1848.  He  came  to  Red  Wing,  Minnesota,  in  1871.  He 
went  to  Duluth  in  1873.  From  there  he  went  to  the 
Copper  Country  where  he  met  and  married  Maria 


Bjornstrom  in  1876  in  Allouez,  Michigan.  They  took 
a  homestead  in  Leaf  Lake  township  where  they  lived 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Matti  died  in  1936.  Mrs.  Matti 
died  in  1920. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  GUSTAF  ALFRED  JOHNSON 

Gust  A.  Johnson  was  born  in  Osslof,  Sweden,  June 
28,  1866.  He  came  to  the  United  States  and  to  New 
York  Mills  in  1889.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  Homestead 
township,  four  miles  northeast  of  the  village,  in  1891. 
On  December  10,  1892,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Louise 
Matilda  Johanson  in  Minneapolis.  They  lived  in  a  log 
house  for  ten  years,  before  building  a  fine  new  home  oi 
their  farm  in  1901.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  township  supsr- 
visor  and  a  founding  member  of  Davies  Nazarath 
Lutheran  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
Walter,  Mandus,  Edla,  Esther,  Frieda,  and  Mamie.  The 
Johnsons  retired  in  1917  when  they  moved  into  the 
village  where  they  lived  until  their  deaths,  Mrs.  John- 
son dying  in  1941  and  Mr,  Johnson  in  1943. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ANDREW  KORPI 

Andrew  Korpi  was  born  in  Finland  in  1874.  He  was 
married  there  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sillanpaa.  They  came 
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to  the  United  States  by  way  of  Halifax,  Canada,  and 
arrived  in  New  York  Mills  in  the  year  1900.  They  be- 
gan farming  as  soon  as  they  arrived  and  he  supplement- 
ed his  income  by  clearing  land  for  other  farmers  in 
the  neighborhood  for  $1.00  a  day.  They  moved  from 
their  first  place,  known  as  the  Andrew  Takkinen  farm, 
to  Deer  Creek  township  in  1904.  During  this  time  he 
also  worked  in  the  brick  yard  operated  by  the  Baker 
brothers  of  Deer  Creek.  He  also  was  employed  by  the 
railroad  at  the  time  the  double  track  was  laid.  He  fur- 
ther recalls  having  to  wait  until  fall  harvest  time  to  re- 
ceive money  for  work  done  for  farmers  during  the  sum- 
mer months.  Mr:.  Korpi  died  in  1933.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  namely, 
Rudolph,  Reino,  Eino,  Lempi  (Mrs.  J.  E.  Nylund),  Arnie, 
and  Mrs.  George  Petrie.  Mr.  Korpi  has  been  retired 
for  many  years  and  lives  with  his  youngest  son  and  fam- 
ily, Reino. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  MIKKO  HINTSALA 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mikko  Hintsala  came  to  New  York  from 
Butte,  Montana,  in  May  1899.  They  had  come  to  this 
country  from  Finland.  They  farmed  in  this  commun- 
ity. Mr.  Hintsala  died  February  21,  1921  and  she  died 
on  March  12,  1955.  Children  are  Mrs.  Celia  Laine,  Matt 
Hintsala,  Edward  Hintsala,  John  Hintsala,  Mrs.  Robert 
(Anne)  Jackson,  Eino  Hintsala. 


They  were  married  in  Finland  and  came  from  there 
to  New  York  Mills,  he  in  1903  and  she,  with  four  child- 
ren, in  1904.  They  operated  a  farm  for  many  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  10  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  They  are  Ina  (Mrs.  Yalmer  Karvonen),  Lena 
(Mrs.  Waino  Arvo),  Arnie,  Gert  Oja,  Esther  (Mrs.  Art 
Koskela),  Edna  (Mrs.  Eino  Hepola),  William,  Edwin, 
Hazel  (Mrs.  Chas.  Smith),  Marion  (Mrs.  Chester  Bag- 
dons).  Mrs.  Sillanpaa  died  in  1945.  He  was  married  a 
second  time  to  Mrs.  Lizzie  Nurmi  who  died  in  1955  and 
his  third  marriage  is  with  Mrs.  Hilda  Paatalo.  They 
are  retired  and  live  in  the  village.  There  are  five  gen- 
erations of  his  family  living  at  this  time. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  GUSTAF  KARVONEN 

Gustaf  Karvonen  was  born  in  Kuusamo,  Finland, 
March  1856.  Mrs.  Karvonen,  nee  Sandra  Takkinen,  was 
born  in  Kuusamo  February  24,  1858.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Finland  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
April  1881.  At  that  time  they  had  one  son,  John  L., 
and  they  lived  in  Calumet,  Michigan,  for  a  short  time 
before  coming  to  New  York  Mills.  Mr.  Karvonen  worked 
in  the  saw  mills  until  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Otto 
township.  At  that  time  there  were  no  roads  to  the 
place  nor  were  there  any  neighbors.  They  first  lived 
in  a  log  cabin  and  cleared  the  land  for  farming.  They 
lived  there  for  nearly  60  years  until  they  passed  away. 
Mrs.  Karvonen  passed  away  in  1930  and  Mr.  Karvonen 
passed  away  in  1940.  They  were  the  parents  of  12 
children,  three  of  whom  have  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  who  have  passed  on  are  Selma,  (Mrs.  Geo. 
Tufts),  Arthur  William  in  1950,  John  in  1956  and  Ed 
in  1958. 

Remaining  children  are  Hilda  (Mrs.  H.  E.  Hendrick- 
son),  Emil,  Yalmer,  Alex,  and  Walter. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  AUGUST  SILLANPAA 

August  Sillanpaa  was  born  in  Haapavesi,  Finland, 
May  16,  1874.  Mrs,  Sillanpaa,  nee  Amanda  Lauronen, 
was  born  in  Suomussalmi,  Finland,  November  17,  1875. 


ADOLPH  HEPOLA 

Adolph  Hepola  came  to 
New  York  Mills  from  Fin- 
land with  his  parents  in 
1882.  He  was  born  in  Fin- 
land in  1873.  Since  his  re- 
tirement he  has  lived  in 
Marble,  Minnesota,  with  his 
children. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  LEANDER  HAAPALAAKSO 

Leander  Haapalaakso  was  born  in  Kalvia,  Finland, 
July  13,  1860  and  was  married  April  4,  1887,  to  Lo- 
visa  Susanna  Rippa  who  was  born  in  Kannus,  Finland, 
August  11,  1864.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  the 
year  1887.  They  lived  in  Duluth  a  short  while  before 
coming  to  New  York  Mills  on  January  5,  1888.  That 
same  year  they  purchased  a  farm  in  Otto  township 
where  they  lived  until  1902  when  they  moved  onto  a 
farm  in  Deer  Creek  township  where  they  lived  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Mrs.  Haapalaakso  died  on 
October  1,  1941,  and  Mr.  Haapalaakso  died  on  July 
16,  1945.  They  were  the  parents  of  12  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are  Ida  Hemming,  Lydia 
Kauppi,  Hulda  Saari,  Matt  Lakso,  John  Lakso,  Alma 
Lepisto,  Martha  Stauffer. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHARLES  MATTSON 


Charles  Mattson  (Sulasalmi)  was  born  August  21, 
1863,  in  Kuusamo,  Finland.  He  came  to  the  United 
States,  straight  to  New  York  Mills,  in  the  year  1880. 
He  passed  away  at  his  farm  home  on  February  16, 
1944.  He  spent  most  of  his  life  in  New  York  Mills 
except  for  a  short  time  in  Ironwood,  Michigan  and 
six  years  at  Moose  Lake,  Minnesota.  Mr.  Mattson  was 
married  twice  and  blessed  with  17  children,  ten  of 
whom  are  living  at  present.  He  also  was  a  step-father 
to  four  children  of  whom  three  are  living. 


Mrs.  Charles  Mattson  (Anna  Greta  Pitkaaho)  was  born 
September  18,  1872,  at  Pulkila,  Finland.  She  came 
to  New  York  Mills  in  the  year  1892  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  her  life  in  this  community.  Mrs.  Mattson 
was  married  three  times  and  was  blessed  with  14  child- 
ren of  whom  nine  are  living  at  this  time. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  PETER  KERTTU 

Peter  Kerttu  was  born  in  Karungi,  Finland,  Novem- 
ber 1,  1840,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1870. 
Mrs.  Kerttu  was  born  in  Finland,  July  25,  1851.  She 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1872.  The  above  photo- 
graph was  taken  in  Michigan  in  1875  and  is  from  a 
tin-type.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kerttu  came  to  New  York  Mills 
in  1885  settling  in  Deer  Creek  township.  They  later 
lived  in  the  village  and  after  some  time  they  traded 
their  house  (later  known  as  the  Hopponen  house)  for 
the  Hopponen  farm  and  moved  back  into  the  rural  area. 
A  son,  Levi  Peterson,  lives  in  the  village  at  this  time. 
Mr.  Kerttu  died  in  1933  and  Mrs.  Kerttu  in  1938. 

;  ■         ..........  ..   . .      .      .      .  ... 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHARLES  WICK 


Charles  Wick  (Wikki)  was  born  in  the  year  1879  at 
Vihannes,  Kovenkyla,  Finland.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1899  and  to  New  York  Mills  in  1901.  He  has 
lived  here  ever  since  except  for  a  few  months  spent 
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iii  the  stale  of  Oregon.  He  had  operated  a  farm  in 
Newton  township  and  still  makes  his  home  on  the 
same  place.  Me  was  married  in  1906  to  Ida  Johnson 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  four  children.  Mrs.  Wick 
died  in  July  1957,  and  one  son,  Eino,  died  in  June 
1958.  Remaining  children  are  Walfred,  William  and 
Ailie  (Mrs.  Ernest  Niskala).  Charles  Wick  has  been  a 
member  of  various  Co-op  boards  in  past  years. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHARLES  BAHLS  SR. 

Charles  Bahls  Sr.  was  born  in  eastern  Germany  in 
1865.  He  served  in  the  army  there  in  the  years  1883 
and  1884.  In  1885  he  migrated  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents.  They  settled  at  Little  Devil's  Lake 
west  of  Perham.  He  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  here  and 
in  North  Dakota.  In  1894  he  bought  out  two  homestead- 
ers in  Pine  Lake  township  and  farmed  there  until  he 
retired.  In  1895  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Caroline 
Haut,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Haut.  They 
were  the  parents  of  13  children,  all  of  whom  are  living 
at  this  time.  Mrs.  Bahls  died  in  November  1928  and 
Mr..  Bahls  died  in  January  1954. 

Maria  Karjalainen  was 
born  in  Paltamo,  Finland,  in 
1869.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1892.  She 
worked  for  a  year  in  New 
York  City  before  joining 
her  fiance,  Matthew  Hend- 
rickson,  in  Wolf  Lake,  Minn. 
In  1910  she  was  widowed 
with  seven  children  under 
13  years  of  age.  In  1910  she 
was  married  to  Jacob  Joke- 
la  of  New  York  Mills.  He 
was  a  widower  with  three 
small  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  so  the  new 
bride  started  her  life  in 
New  York  Mills  with  10 
children,  all  under  13  years 
of  age,  of  which  six  were 
less  than  six  years  of  age. 
Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jokela,  the 
youngest  of  whom  is  Walter  of  New  York  Mills.  Mrs. 
Jokela  is  living  in  New  York  Mills  now. 


MRS.  MARY  JOKELA 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHARLES  KOSTE 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Koste  was  born  December  19,  1868  in 
Norbotten,  Sweden.  He  came  to  New  York  Mills  in 
1892.  He  was  married  to  Aina  Niemi  in  Eveleth,  Minn., 
on  February  19,  1900,  and  they  came  to  make  their 
home  here.  They  operated  a  farm  northeast  of  the  vill- 
age, purchasing  land  during  the  land  boom  of  that 
period  from  the  Murray  Land  Company  in  Wadena. 

Mrs.  Koste  (nee  Aina  Lepisto)  was  born  in  Finland 
January  12,  1873.  She  had  been  married  to  John  Niemi 
in  Finland  in  the  year  1890.  Mr.  Niemi  died 
in  Franklin,  Minnesota,  in  1899.  In  1900  she  moved 
to  Sparta,  Minnesota,  and  married  Mr.  Koste.  Five 
children  were  born  to  her  first  marriage,  two  of  whom, 
Mrs.  Levi  Matala  Peterson  (Anna)  and  Mrs.  Prosper 
Piazzo  (Mary)  are  now  living. 

Mrs.  Koste  passed  away  in  1940  and  Mr.  Koste  died 
in  1953.  Children  of  this  marriage  who  are  living  at 
this  time  are  Marian  (Mrs.  Albert  Tobias),  Julia  (Mrs. 
Weston  Longson),  Mrs,  Eugenia  Nurmi,  Felix,  Carl, 
George,  and  Arthur. 


Archie  D.  Wilson  was  the  ! 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mace 
Wilson.  He  was  born  in 
Davies  (Homestead  town- 
ship) in  the  late  1880's.  He 
became  a  graduate  of  the 
University  and  during 
World  War  I  he  was  food 
administrator  for  the  state 
of  Minnesota.  He  later  be- 
came an  instructor  in  agri- 
cultural economics  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota  and 
was  also  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the 
University.  He  is  deceased 
and  further  information  on 
him  is  not  available. 


ARCHIE  D.  WILSON 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  FREDERICK  CHARLES  COLE 

Frederick  Charles  Cole  was  born  at  Rowe  End  Farm, 
Flamstead,  Herts,  England,  in  1852.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1870,  settling  in  Indiana  and  Illinois. 
In  1875  he  was  married  to  Mary  Alice  Ray  in  Indiana. 
The  following  interesting  history  of  this  family  is  given 
in  "A  History  of  the  Cole  Family"  compiled  by  Ernest 
A.  Loftus  in  England:  "After  his  marriage  he  was  able 
to  rent  farms  for  several  years,  but  he  was  not  satis- 
fied to  work  for  other  people,  and  trekked,  with  his 
wife  and  young  family,  to  the  wilderness  of  Minnesota 
in  1878,  and  settled  down  on  a  homestead  he  carved 
out  of  virgin  soil.  There  he  and  his  wife  courageously 
began  the  pioneer  work  of  cutting  down  forests,  build- 
ing a  home  and  clearing  the  land  for  agriculture.  He 
had  a  team  of  oxen  to  begin  with  but  very  little  else. 
However,  he  cut  ties,  sawed  wood  into  lumber  and 
shingles,  ground  wheat  into  flour,  and  soon  was  doing 
a  thriving  business  apart  from  his  farm  work.  He  also 
became  a  great  hunter.  His  hunting  grounds  were 
the  whole  northern  half  of  the  state  of  Minnesota. 
Such  men  as  Polk,  the  postmaster  in  St.  Paul,  and  the 
millionaire  Bancroft  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  used 
to  hunt  with  him.  His  collection  of  mounted  big  game 
heads  became  one  the  finest  in  the  country.  When  the 
homestead  had  become  a  well-tilled  farm  of  320  acres 
he  decided  that  the  children  required  more  education 
than  the  little  school  house  could  provide,  so  he  bought 
a  house  in  town  and  retired  from  the  farm,  which  he 
rented  out.  He  bought  two  other  farms,  but  did  not 
farm  them  himself." 

He  and  Mrs.  Cole  later  moved  to  McGregor,  Minne- 
sota, where  his  wife  died  after  54  years  of  "a  strenuous 
but  happy  life."  In  1933  he  married  Katherine 
Parent  who  died  two  months  after  Mr.  Cole  who  passed 
away  on  January  13,  1936. 

Children  of  Frederick  and  Mary  Cole  were  James 
William,  Harvey  Valentine,  Marcus  Charles,  Allie 
Beatrice,  Laura,  Mary  E.,  Herbert,  Elva  May,  Blanche, 
Claretta,  Mace  Bertrum.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Downing  is  still 
living  in  New  York  Mills. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  MACE  WILSON 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mace  Wilson  were  early  .settlers  in 
Homestead  township,  taking  a  farm  homestead  there  in 
the  1880's.  They  had  three  children,  Archie,  Hattie 
and  Nettie.  They  were  a  well-known  family  here  during 
the  years  that  they  lived  in  this  community,  but  none 
of  the  family  is  here  now.  The  daughters  taught  school 
in  Minneapolis  and  later  moved  to  California. 

Among  the  early  home-  %, 
steaders  in  this  community 
were  John  and  Greta  Fraki, 
he  an  immigrant  from  Swe- 
den and  she  from  Norway. 
They  came  to  their  home- 
stead in  Otto  township  in 
the  summer  of  1879  from 
Michigan.  Their  original  fil- 
ing was  for  160  acres  near 
Bluffton,  but  due  to  some 
mistake  they  were  forced  to 
take  the  Otto  site.  The 
Frakis  came  soon  after  the 
first  Finnish  settlers.  Al- 
though not  from  Finland, 
being  of  Finnish  descent 
they  spoke  Finnish.  Their 
oldest  daughter  Mary  was 
IV2  years  old  at  the  time 
they  moved  into  their  poor- 
ly built  pioneer  hut.  They 
went  through  many  hard- 
ships, as  did  all  of  the  early 
settlers.  Indians  were  everyday  visitors,  but  they  were 
friendly  and  usually  wanted  to  trade  their  handicraft 
for  food.  Nine  more  children  were  born  to  this  pioneer 
family.  The  father  passed  away  in  June  1898  leaving 
his  widow  and  10  children.  Seven  of  the  children  are 
still  living,  five  in  this  community,  namely:  Mary 
(Mrs.  J.  E.  Sumi),  Oscar,  Midian,  Jeanette  (Mrs.  Ed. 
Hintsala),  Fanny  (Mrs.  Jalmer  Bernu);  Edla  (Mrs.  Tal- 
vitie)  in  Iron,  Minn.,  and  Anna  (Mrs.  Beek)  in  Van- 
couver, Wash.  William,  Olive  (Mrs.  Charles  Makinen) 
and  Martha  (Mrs.  Arthur  Bernu)  have  passed  away. 

She  was  later  married  to  Jacob  Sandbank  who  also 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  this  area.  Greta  Fraki 
Sandbank  passed  away  in  January  1939. 


GRETA  FRAKI 
SANDBANK 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  MATT  JAAKOLA 

Matt  Jaakola  was  born  September  18,  1863,  in  Finland. 
He  married  Greeta  Kanniainen  in  Frederick,  So.  Dak. 
in  1887.  She  was  born  in  Finland  in  1868.  They  moved 
to  homestead  township  shortly  after  theiy  were  mar- 
ried. She  passed  away  in  1932  and  he  died  in  1943. 
They  were  the  parents  of  10  children  of  whom  the 
following  are  living:  Mrs.  Jalmer  Mattson,  Mrs.  John 
Mattson  and  John  Jaakola. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ERICK  JAAKOLA 

Erick  Jaakola  was  born  in  Finland  in  1835  and  Mrs. 
Jaakola  in  1838.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1882,  settling  first  in  Ishpeming,  Michigan.  In  1883 
they  moved  to  Frederick,  South  Dakota,  and  came 
to  New  York  Mills  in  1889.  They  operated  a  120  acre 


farm  four  miles  north  of  the  village.  Mr.  Jaakola  died 
here  in  1926  and  Mrs.  Jaakola  died  in  1920. 

Pictured  with  them  are  their  children.  Reading  from 
left  to  right,  standing,  are  Joseph,  Henry,  Tiina,  Matt, 
and  John. 

Joseph  was  born  in  Finland.  A  single  man,  he  died 
in  1918. 

Henry  married  Greta  Piirinen  in  1897.  They  farmed 
first  in  Homestead  and  then  in  Butler  township.  He  died 
in  1958.  Their  children  are  August,  Ann,  Hilja,  Miriam, 
Sigrid,  William,  Matt,  Toivo,  and  Henry. 

Tiina  married  Thomas  Pote  in  Wyoming.  They  later 
lived  here.  She  died  in  1939. 

John  married  Anna  Marie  Peterson  March  15,  1898, 
who  came  here  from  Finland.  They  also  farmed  in 
Butler  township.  Their  children  are  Sadie,  Linda,  Jenny, 
Amy,  Lempi,  Sarah,  and  Eric.  A  daughter,  Hulda, 
passed  away  in  1956. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  GUST  ERICKSON 

Gust  Erickson  was  born  in  Sweden  and  came  to 
New  York  Mills  with  his  parents  in  1880.  They  settled 
in  Homestead  township  and  he  married  Anna  Nyman, 
who  had  been  born  in  the  Pine  Lake  area.  He  farmed 
for  many  years  and  then  moved  into  the  village  where 
he  was  an  agent  for  the  firm  manufacturing  Dr.  Ward's 
medicines.  Their  children  are  Hilma,  who  is  deceased, 
and  Walter,  Clara,  Art,  Clarence,  and  Alice. 


Reuben  and  Susan  Clark 
came  here  from  Pennsyl- 
vania (it  is  believed)  about 
the  year  1887.  They  operat- 
ed The  Clark  House,  a 
hotel  located  on  the  west 
side  of  Front  street  when 
they  first  came  here.  The 
hotel  later  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  After  Reuben 
Clark's  death,  Mrs.  Clark 
operated  a  dry  goods  store 
for  a  number  of  years  on 
the  site  where  the  bank  is 
now  located.  They  had  three 
children,  Ira,  Ida,  and 
George. 


MRS.  REUBEN  CLARK 
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ELLEF  ELLEFSON 

■P* 


wm-. 

ANDREW  ELLEFSON 


HALVOR  AND  ISAAC  ELLEFSON 

Ellef  Ellefson  came  to  the  United  States  from  Nor- 
way in  1870.  His  wife  Sarah  followed  two  years  later. 
Both  were  born  in  Norway  in  the  year  1884.  They 
settled  in  Brown  county,  Minnesota,  moving  to  Chip- 
pewa county  in  1880  and  came  to  Butler  township  in 
1898,  They  made  the  150  mile  trip  to  Butler  township 
in  six  days  with  covered  wagons,  the  canvas  staves 
of  which  they  still  have  stored  in  their  barn.  They 
drove  10  head  of  cattle  with  them.  They  camped  at 


night  and  gave  the  milk  from  their  cows  to  people  they 
met  at  their  campsite  or,  if  there  were  none,  they 
threw  it  away.  The  Ellefsons  then  settled  in  the  wild 
woods  of  Butler  township  and  had  to  chop  down  trees 
and  grub  stumps,  not  only  to  clear  land  for  cultivating, 
but  also  to  make  room  for  their  house.  They  lived 
in  a  tent  for  the  first  two  weeks  and  then  moved  into 
a  small  one  room  house  that  they  had  built  out  of  logs 
during  that  time.  That  farm  was  located  in  section  21 
and  is  now  occupied  by  Martin  Minten.  Mr.  Ellefson 
died  in  1926  and  Mrs.  Ellefson  passed  away  in  1907. 

Andrew  Ellefson  was  born  in  1879  and  died  in  1953. 
Ed,  now  of  Williston,  North  Dakota,  was  born  in  1876, 
Halvor  in  1880  and  Isaac  in  1883.  Halvor  and  Isaac  still 
farm  in  Butler  township,  but  live  on  a  different  farm. 

Carrie  was  born  in  1883.  On  May  3,  1916,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Jacques  Hendrickx  of  Butler. 
Mr.  Hendrickx  was  born  in  Venlo,  Holland,  and  came 
to  Butler  in  1910  with  a  large  group  of  immigrants  who 
settled  that  area  at  that  time.  In  the  year  1920,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hendrickx  purchased  the  Butler  store.  They 
operated  the  Butler  post  office  in  connection  with  the 
store.  He  had  also  been  in  the  garage  and  implement 
business  with  their  son  Ed.  Mr.  Hendrickx  passed  away 
in  1955.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Mrs. 
John  Braukmann  (Josephine),  Mrs.  Joe  Delaney  (Carrie), 
Ed,  Leo,  Roger,  and  Lawrence.  Mrs.  Hendrickx  still 
operates  the  store  in  Butler. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  PETER  BJORNSTROM 

Peter  Olof  Bjornstrom  was  born  in  Karl  Gustave 
Congregation,  Sweden,  July  25,  1850.  He  went  to  Norway 
in  1865  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1871.  His  wife, 
Sofia  Alexsandra  Haapala,  was  born  in  Oulu,  Finland, 
October  19,  1860.  At  the  age  of  four  she  was  taken  to 
Hammerfest,  Norway,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1874.  They  were  married  in  Calumet,  Michigan,  in 
1878.  They  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1884  and  home- 
steaded  a  farm  in  Leaf  Lake  township.  They  lived  on 
this  farm  until  they  died,  he  in  1935  and  she  in  1945. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  John  Olof, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  2V2  years;  Marie  (Mrs.  E.  F. 
Chap)  of  New  York  Mills  and  Anna  (Mrs.  L.  Maikke) 
residing  on  the  family  homestead  in  Leaf  Lake 
township. 


—  15- 


Eric  and  Eva  Kaisa  Strolberg  homesteaded  a  farm 
a  few  miles  west  of  Heinola  in  Leaf  Lake  township  in 
the  early  1870's. 

In  the  lower  picture  are  Jalmer,  Wm.  and  Bill  Strol- 
berg. Man  in  front  is  unidentified. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CLARK  RAND 

Clark  Rand's  father  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1834.  He 
later  moved  to  Missouri  where  he  met  and  married 
Olive  Rice.  Clark  Rand  was  the  fifth  of  six  children 
and  was  born  in  Rice  county,  Minnesota,  January  18, 
1874.  The  family  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1882  and 
his  father  worked  here  on  the  railroad.  Clark  Rand 
operated  a  farm  near  New  York  Mills  for  12  years  be- 
fore moving  to  town  to  work.  He  was  employed  at  one 
of  the  saw  mills  here.  When  the  Rands  came  here 
the  mills  employed  about  200  men.  Clark  Rand  mar- 
ried Hulda  Hammer  in  1896.  She  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Germany  with  her  parents  when  she  was 
four  years  old.  They  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1884. 
They  had  one  daughter,  Caroline,  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Rand  died  in  1957.  Mrs.  Rand  is  still  living. 


ATKINSON  FAMILY 


Pictured  above  are  members  of  one  of  the  Atkinson 
families  that  settled  here  prior  to  1830.  They  came 
here  as  employees  of  the  New  York  Lumber  Co.  Their 
father  was  a  Civil  War  veteran.  Standing  in  the  pic- 
ture are  Art  and  Eva  Atkinson.  Seated  is  Jess  Masters 
(a  cousin)  and  Gertrude  Atkinson. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  DANIEL  SMITH 


John  Daniel  Smith  was  born  August  10,  1869  in 
Hailuoto,  Finland.  Mrs.  Smith,  nee  Olivia  Kolpanen, 
was  born  in  Hancock,  Michigan,  February  16,  1879. 
Mr.  Smith  came  directly  to  New  York  Mills  from  Fin- 
land in  the  year  1892.  The  Smiths  were  married  here 
in  December  1896.  He  died  October  29,  1955,  and  she 
died  June  15,  1959.  They  were  the  parents  of  12 
children:  Mary  (Mrs.  Albert  Julin),  Selma  (Mrs.  Wm. 
Isackson),  Hilja  (Mrs.  Fred  Noponen),  deceased,  Niilo, 
Helmi  (Mrs.  Ferdie  Rieman),  Tyyne  (Mrs.  Chas.  Pent- 
tila),  Carlton,  Minn.,  William,  Rudolph  of  Cloquet, 
Verna  (Mrs.  Chas.  Kykyri),  Mable  (Mrs.  Hugo  Sarkela), 
Esko,  Carmen  (Mrs.  Walter  French),  Duluth,  and 
Harley  of  Carlton. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  SOLOMON  J.  HAARALA 

Pictured  above  is  the  Solomon  Haarala  family. 
Standing  in  the  back  are  William,  Elizabeth,  Lydia, 
Richard,  Martha,  and  Laura.  Standing  by  their  parents 
are  Hannah  and  Elmer. 

Solomon  J.  Haarala  was  born  February  1,  1854  in 
Kaafjord,  Norway.  He  came  to  Calumet,  Michigan, 
here  he  worked  in  the  mines.  In  1873  he  was  married 
to  Maria  Kuivala.  At  this  time  he  was  a  photographer 
and  also  handled  food  supplies  for  miners,  represent- 
ing a  Chicago  firm.  His  wife  and  son  died  in  1883  and 
he  was  left  with  two  small  daughters,  Laura  and  Ella. 
In  1883  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Finnish  Gold 
Mining  Co.  at  Leadville,  Colorado,  where  he  supervised 
the  mining.  In  1884  he  returned  to  Calumet,  Michigan, 
and  married  Seraphia  Manni. 

Mrs.  Haarala  (Seraphia  Manni)  was  born  in  Laihia, 
Finland,  September  27,  1861.  She  came  to  Calumet, 
Michigan,  in  1882. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Haarala  moved  to  New  York  Mills 
in  the  fall  of  1884  and  purchased  a  farm  in  the  Rush 
Lake  area.  In  the  spring  of  1889  they  moved  into  town 
and  Mr.  Haarala  was  appointed  postmaster,  a  position 
that  he  held  for  five  years.  It  has  been  stated  that 
he  was  the  first  Finnish  postmaster  in  the  state  of 
Minnesota.  In  1890  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  an  office  which  he  held  until  1927  when,  be- 
cause of  failing  health,  he  and  Mrs.  Haarala  moved 
to  Virginia,  Minnesota,  to  be  with  their  children.  Mrs. 
Haarala  died  there  on  August  13,  1927,  and  Mr.  Haara- 
la died  there  on  November  3,  1931. 

Mr.  Haarala  donated  a  piece  of  land  as  a  site  for 
the  first  creamery  built  in  New  York  Mills.  His  "forty" 
was  at  the  south  edge  of  town.  This  was  known  as 
"Creamery  Hill"  for  many  years  and  in  the  early  years 
of  the  century  youngsters  enjoyed  the  hill  as  a  fine 
coasting  area  in  the  winter.  The  Haarala  house  still 
stands  in  the  village  and  is  reported  to  be  the  first 
"real  house"  built  on  the  south  side  of  the  tracks. 

As  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Mr,  Haarala  was  called 
upon  to  do  many  services  for  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity and  was  often  called  a  "self-made  lawyer". 
In  addition  to  giving  advice  and  counsel  for  the  people 
of  the  community,  he  also  served  as  an  interpreter  for 
them  in  the  court  at  Fergus  Falls  because  of  his  fluent 
use  of  both  the  English  and  Finnish  languages. 


In  writing  about  the  memories  of  her  mother,  Mrs. 
Lydia  Ahola  writes  as  follows  about  the  pioneer  mothers 
of  that  day:  "Blessed  are  the  memories  of  these  Christ- 
ian pioneer  mothers  of  New  York  Mills  who  long  since 
have  found  peace  and  rest  with  their  Heavenly  Father. 
Like  a  bright  shining  light  their  memories  will  guide 
and  influence  the  lives  of  their  children,  children's 
children  and  generations  to  come,  God  bless  these 
memories!" 

Children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haarala  are  Laura  (Mrs. 
Albert  Foster),  of  Brainerd,  Ella  (Mrs.  Ed  Matala)  of 
Virginia,  Minnesota  (These  daughters  are  children  of 
Mr,  Haarala's  first  marriage),  John,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Charles  G.  Hyry), 
who  passed  away  in  Chicago  in  1957,  Martha  (Mrs. 
Frank  Ylinen),  who  died  in  Duluth  in  1954,  William, 
who  died  in  an  automobile  accident  in  St.  Cloud  in 
1926  at  the  age  of  27,  Richard  of  San  Diego,  Lydia 
(Mrs.  Emil  Ahola)  of  Virginia,  and  Hannah  (Mrs.  Ernest 
Griffith)  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  and  Elmer  of  Virginia. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CARL  ABRAM  PELTONIEMI 

Carl  Abram  Peltoniemi  was  born  in  Kemijarvi,  Fin- 
land, on  July  9,  1851.  He  lived  in  Calumet,  Michigan  for 
a  few  years  after  coming  to  the  United  States  before 
moving  to  New  York  Mills  in  1880.  He  purchased  land 
in  Otto  township  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in 
1934.  In  the  year  1880,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Wilhel- 
miina  Antti  in  Calumet,  Michigan.  She  was  born  in 
Finland  in  1861  and  died  in  1942.  Their  children  were 
Robert,  Anna,  Edward,  Walter,  Julius,  Hilda,  John, 
Albert,  Carl,  and  Benhart, 


Ed  Nelson  settled  in 
Homestead  township  about 
the  year  1880.  He  was  14 
years  of  age  at  that  time. 
He  operated  the  farm  now 
known  as  the  Roald  Ras- 
mussen  farm.  He  died  in 
this  community.  His  sisters, 
Jessie  and  Mate,  were  rural 
school  teachers  and  also 
passed  away  in  this  com- 
munity. 


ED  NELSON 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  BLOMBERG 


Pictured  in  the  front  row  are  Helmi,  Mrs.  Mathilda 
Blomberg,  Henry  Blomberg  and  J.  P.  Raattama.  In 
the  back  row  are  Edward,  August,  and  Ida. 

Henry  Blomberg  was  born  in  Kiuruvesi,  Finland. 
Mrs.  Blomberg  was  born  in  Pielavesi,  Finland.  They 
came  to  Minneapolis  in  1884  with  three  small  children, 
one  daughter,  Olga,  had  died  earlier  in  Finland.  They 
came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1885,  taking  a  homestead 
in  Homestead  township  1xfa,  miles  from  the  village. 
They  lived  there  until  they  passed  away,  he  in  1915 
and  she  in  1922.  Ida  (Mrs.  J.  P.  Raattama)  died  in 
Nashwauk,  Minn.,  Helmi  (Mrs.  Jacob  Pelto)  lives  in 
Tieton,  Wash.,  August  died  in  New  York  Mills,  Edward, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  Mills,  died  in  Tieton,  Wash. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHAN  WILHELM  LEPISTO 

This  picture  of  the  Lepisto  family  was  taken  at  the 
family  home  near  Leaf  Lake  in  the  year  1910.  Johan 
Wilhelm  Lepisto  was  born  in  Hailuoto,  Finland,  Janu- 
ary 25,  1840,  His  wife,  Sofia  Suomela,  was  born  in  the 
same  community  in  Nov.  1854.  Mr.  Lepisto  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1887  accompanied  by  his  eldest 
daughter,  Jennie.  They  settled  in  Thomson,  Minnesota, 
where  they  stayed  until  Mrs.  Lepisto  and  three  more 
children  joined  them  there  in  1889.  They  came  to 
New  York  Mills  that  same  year.  They  purchased  a  farm 
on  the  shore  of  Leaf  Lake  in  1892  and  lived  there 
until  the  time  of  their  deaths.  Mr.  Lepisto  died  May 
2,  1914,  and  Mrs.  Lepisto  December  17,  1926.  Mr. 


Lepisto  worked  in  saw  mills  as  well  as  operated  a  farm. 
He  owned  a  portable  saw  mill  which  he  moved 
from  job  to  job,  doing  work  as  far  north  as  Wolf  Lake. 
He  was  also  a  well  known  "bone  setter."  It  is  report- 
ed that  he  had  a  natural  ability  to  set  broken  bones 
and  that  his  fame  in  this  field  brought  people  from  all 
over  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas  to  have  bones  set.  In 
many  cases  it  was  necessary  to  have  people  stay  with 
the  Lepistos  for  an  extended  period  while  the  bones 
were  mending.  In  this  type  of  instance  they  would 
charge  $1.00  a  week  for  board  and  room.  The  charge 
for  bone  setting  was  either  25  cents  or  50  cents  de- 
pending upon  how  difficult  the  particular  bones  were 
to  set.  The  Lepistos  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Jennie  Bentti,  Helga  Kivi,  Mary  Emas,  Ida  Pernula, 
Esther  Kujala,  Susanna  Lindseth,  Emil,  Gustaf,  Jo- 
hannes. Emil  and  Jennie  are  deceased.  All  of  them 
have  spent  the  greater  share  of  their  lives  in  this  area. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  HYRYNKANGAS 

Henry  Hyrynkangas  was  born  in  Liminga,  Finland, 
August  7,  1867.  Kaisa  Hyrynkangas  (nee  Ruonakoski) 
was  also  born  in  Liminga  on  February  15,  1862.  They 
were  married  in  Finland  June  17,  1889.  He  came  direct- 
ly to  New  York  Mills  from  Finland  in  the  year  1891 
and  she  followed  two  years  later  in  1893.  They  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Newton  township  first  and  later  moved 
to  Deer  Creek  township  where  they  lived  until  his 
death  February  27,  1941,  She  died  February  9,  1953. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Lizzie  (Mrs. 
John  Hendrickson),  John,  Hilda  (Mrs.  Hugo  Anderson), 
Waino,  Atalberd,  all  of  the  foregoing  are  deceased; 
the  remaining  children  are  Ludvig,  Martha  (Mrs. 
Rudolph  Smith),  Cloquet,  Hulda  (Mrs.  Toivo  Perna). 

MR.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM  ERKKILA 

William  Erkkila  was  born  August  30,  1871,  at  Vaasa, 
Finland.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1891.  After 
working  at  Superior,  Wis.,  for  two  years  he  took  a 
homestead  in  Leaf  Lake  township.  In  1899  he  moved 
into  the  village  and  became  a  painter.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Emma  Josephine  Johnson  in  1894.  She  was  born 
in  1874  at  Calumet,  Michigan.  Her  parents  came  to 
Leaf  Lake  township  in  1877  where  her  father,  August 
Johnson  (Mattson),  took  a  homestead.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Mabel,  Harold,  Sophia,  Roy, 
and  Elmer.  Mr.  Erkkila  died  here  in  1943  and  Mrs, 
Erkkila  in  1956. 
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MRS.  AMELIA  JOHNSON 

Mrs.  Amelia  Johnson  was  born  in  Ii,  Finland,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1858.  She  came  to  Brainerd  in  1875  where 
her  parents  had  already  established  a  home,  having 
come  to  the  United  States  in  1873.  Upon  arriving  at 
Brainerd  she  was  informed  that  her  father,  Matt  Pik- 
karainen,  had  drowned  in  the  Mississippi  River,  while 
she  was  enroute  to  the  United  States.  She  worked  for 
several  years  in  Brainerd  before  coming  to  New  York 
Mills  and  buying  a  farm  here.  She  was  married  to 
Ole  H.  (Niemi)  Johnson  on  August  15,  1880.  Mr.  John- 
son had  come  to  New  York  Mills  in  1878.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children:  William,  John  0.,  Albina 
(Mrs.  Erick  Koskey),  Anna  (Mrs.  August  Neuman),  Ida, 
Olga  (Mrs.  John  Gabrielson),  Elvina,  Esther  (Mrs.  Einar 
Lauley).  Esther  Lauley  now  resides  in  Virginia,  Minne- 
sota, the  other  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  in  1954 
in  Virginia,  Minnesota,  where  she  had  made  her  home 
with  the  Lauleys.  Mr.  Johnson  died  June  8,  1914. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  the  owner  of  the  first  factory-made 
wagon  owned  by  Finnish  people  in  this  vicinity.  They 
bought  the  wagon  in  Brainerd  and  had  it  shipped  here 
in  1877.  Freight  cost  was  $5.00.  Wheels  for  the  wagons 
at  that  time  were  made  from  large  trees  by  sawing 
chunks  six  inches  thick.  She  sold  this  wagon  to  her 
step-father  and  took  the  first  chattel  mortgage  given 
by  Finnish  people  here.  There  were  no  chattel  mort- 
gage blanks  available  in  New  York  Mills  so  a  man  had 
to  go  on  horseback  to  Perham  to  get  the  blanks.  The 
mortgage  was  on  the  wagon  and  a  few  cows.  She  was 
also  the  first  Finnish  person  to  buy  land  here.  She 
paid  $333.00  for  160  acres.  This  farm  is  now  known 
as  the  Amberg  farm,  located  four  miles  south  of  the 
village.  She  operated  a  lodging  house  in  the  village  for 
many  years.  It  was  located  where  the  Peterson-Biddick 
store  is  now  situated.  This  lodging  house  was  the  head- 
quarters for  Finnish  people  in  the  early  days.  She  also 
took  a  shot  at  a  bear  once  when  it  came  close  to 
their  home. 

KRISTINE  (PEDERSON)  JOHNSON 

Kristine  (Pederson)  Johnson  was  born  February  18, 
1846,  at  Moen,  Denmark.  She  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1866.  Cholera  broke  out  on  the  ship  as  they  were 
crossing  and  over  100  died  before  the  quarantine  was 
lifted.  They  were  three  weeks  at  sea  and  quarantined 
for  several  more  weeks.  She  was  married  to  John  John- 
son at  Moline,  Illinois,  in  1866,  both  having  come  to 
the  United  States  on  the  same  ship.  Mr.  Johnson  was 


born  April  1,  1844,  at  Moen,  Denmark.  He  died  in 
July,  1879,  at  Boone,  Iowa,  where  they  had  moved  in 
1869  and  had  farmed  for  about  ten  years.  In  1882 
Mrs.  Johnson  and  her  family  moved  to  Harlem,  Iowa. 
In  1900  they  moved  to  a  farm  located  three  miles  north 
of  New  York  Mills.  She  paid  $340  for  80  acres  of  land 
to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company  and  another 
$170  for  40  more  acres.  She  farmed  this  land  until  1912 
when  she  moved  into  town.  They  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Kimber,  Daniel,  Walter,  Caren, 
Sarah  Ann  and  Noah.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  over  95  years 
of  age  when  she  died  here. 

Alfred  Mansikka  (Jurva- 
kainen)  was  born  April  1, 
1856  in  Kiiminki,  Finland. 
He  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Finland  to  Mrs.  Briita 
Liisa  Peltoniemi,  a  widow, 
nee  Tervola.  They  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1904, 
settling  first  in  Calumet, 
Michigan,  and  coming  to 
New  York  Mills  in  1908. 
He  did  odd  jobs  for  two 
years  and  then  purchased  a 
farm  in  Leaf  Lake  township 
in  1910.  They  also  farmed 
in  Otto  and  Homestead 
townships.  Mrs.  Mansikka 
died  in  1936  and  he  died  in  1943.  One  daughter  died 
in  childhood  in  Finland;  two  sons,  Eddie  and  Emil,  have 
also  passed  away.  Emil  drowned  in  Leaf  Lake  in 
1909.  A  son,  John,  lives  in  New  York  Mills  and  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Siina  Kivijarvi,  lives  in  Los  Angeles, 
Calfornia. 


ALFRED  MANSIKKA 


MR.  AND  MRS.  LEANDER  ANDERSON 

Leander  Anderson  (Kolppanen)  was  born  in  Finland 
July  28,  1850.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1873, 
settling  in  Hancock,  Michigan,  where  he  was  married 
to  Fredrica  Hongala  in  1874.  They  came  to  New  York 
Mills  in  1879  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Leaf  Lake  town- 
ship. They  were  the  parents  of  12  children,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary  Kuivinen,  Lars  Levi 
(Louis),  Walter,  Albert,  Mrs.  Lydia  Haanela,  Mrs.  Syl- 
via Berg.  Mrs.  Anderson  died  on  April  11,  1889.  Mr. 
Anderson  then  married  Maria  Kangas  a  few  years 
later.  She  died  on  August  3,  1928.  Mr.  Anderson  died 
March  20,  1932, 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  HAARALA 

Henry  Haarala  was  born  in  Norway  of  Finnish  an- 
cestry in  1S42.  He  came  to  the  United  Slates  in  1366, 
settling  in  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan.  He  came 
to  New  York  Mills  in  1885  where  he  became  engaged 
in  farming  as  well  as  serving  as  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
handling  real  estate  and  other  enterprises.  In  the  year 
1900  he  married  Elizabeth  Kivijarvi.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Esther,  Henry,  and  Albert, 
all  deceased,  and  Hjalmar,  who  now  resides  in  Palo 
Alto,  California, 
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to  New  York  Mills,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Leaf  Lake 
township,  in  1889.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  child- 
ren, six  of  whom  are  living  at  this  time,  namely:  Mrs. 
Walter  Mursu  (Hulda),  Mrs.  Abraham  Rousu  (Hilma), 
Mrs.  John  Barden  (Hilja),  Mrs.  Helmi  Maijala,  Mrs. 
Arthur  Curtis  (Lillian),  and  William.  Mrs.  Karhoja  pass- 
ed away  October  15,  1940,  and  Mr.  Karhoja  died  Novem- 
ber 22,  1944. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JAMES  DOOLEY 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Dooley  farmed  in  Homestead 
township.  He  later  operated  the  telephone  company  in 
New  York  Mills  until  he  sold  the  exchange  to  the 
Heinola  Telephone  Company. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ALEXANDER  KARHOJA 

Alexander  Karhoja  was  born  in  Kalvia,  Finland,  on 
November  2,  1858.  Mrs.  Karhoja,  nee  Lydia  Johanna 
Rautio,  was  born  in  the  same  community  February  28, 
1863.  They  were  married  in  Finland  in  1883  and  came 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CLINTON  R.  STINAR 

Clinton  R.  Stinar  was 
born  in  Delaware  County, 
Ohio,  February  20,  1864, 
the  son  of  Abraham  and  Ju- 
lia Stinar  of  Marion  County 
Pennsylvania.  On  June  4, 
1876,  Abraham  Stinar  arriv- 
ed in  Compton  township, 
Otter  Tail  county,  where  he 
homesteaded  a  160  acre 
farm.  He  farmed  there  for 
12  years  before  moving  to 
Bluffton  where  he  lived  a 
retired  life  until  he  died  in 
1900.  His  wife  preceded  him 
in  death  by  three  weeks. 

Clinton  R.  Stinar  attend- 
ed school  in  Iowa  while  the 
family  lived  there  between 
the  time  they  left  Ohio  and 
came  to  Minnesota.  Here  he  worked  for  a  while  on  the 
railroad  until  he  started  farming  in  1893  on  a  160  acre 
tract  in  Newton  township.  In  1911  he  came  to  New 
York  Mills  and  in  the  spring  of  that  year  established 
himself  in  a  successful  real  estate  business.  He  later 
became  the  Ford  dealer  here.  In  1928  he  retired  from 
business  and  died  September  6,  1929.  Mrs.  Clinton 
Stinar  came  to  Otter  Tail  county  with  her  parents  in 
1871.  The  years  of  her  youth  were  spent  in  Duluth 
and  Brainerd.  She  died  here  September  13,  1938.  They 
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C.  STINAR 


were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Christina 
Grace  (Mrs.  A.  W.  Bain),  Osay  (Mrs.  C,  L.  Maki),  Ennon 
(Mrs.  Julius  Johnson),  Thora  (Mrs.  Walter  Peltoniemi), 
Sarah  (Mrs.  R.  J.  Stuntebeck),  Lemuel,  her  twin  who 
passed  away  on  June  10,  1959,  and  another  son  James 
who  was  killed  in  action  in  World  War  I  on  Septem- 
ber 14,  1918.  Lem  was  assistant  postmaster  in  New 
York  Mills  for  about  25  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Ellen  (Tikkanen). 


GUSTAF  ADOLF  RUIKKA 

The  elder  Gustaf  Adolf  Ruikka  was  born  in  Kuiva- 
niemi,  Finland,  in  1823.  He  came  to  New  York  Mills 
in  1881.  He  built  several  log  houses  in  the  forests 
around  New  York  Mills,  giving  each  of  them  to  new 
settlers  as  they  arrived  here.  He  then  established  a 
home  for  himself  on  the  shore  of  Leaf  Lake.  After  sell- 
ing his  farm,  he  returned  to  Finland  and  brought  his 
son  back  with  him  who  had  become  a  widower  in  1880. 
They  built  a  home  in  Newton  township.  His  wife  came 
to  New  York  Mills  a  short  time  later  with  their  son's 
three  children.  Mrs.  Ruikka  died  of  a  heart  attack  here 
within  a  few  weeks  after  her  arrival.  He  died  in  19D8. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  SANTERI  WIIRRE 

Santeri  Wiirre  was  born  in  Pyhajoki,  Finland,  in 
1876.  He  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1883  and  was 
married  to  Mariana  Passoja.  Mrs.  Wiirre  had  been 
born  in  Lohtaja,  Finland,  in  1859.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Mariana  Pajunpaa.  She  was  first  married  to  John 
Wapola.  They  were  the  parents  of  Fred  Wapola  whose 
biography  is  listed  in  another  column.  After  Mr.  Wa- 
pola's  death  she  married  Charles  Passoja  who  died 
shortly  afterward.  She  then  married  Santeri  Wiirre 
in  1893.  They  farmed  in  Newton  township.  Mr.  Wiirre 
died  in  1938  and  Mrs,  Wiirre  died  in  1927.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Eli  and  Jafet  of  New  York 
Mills,  Signe  (Mrs.  Arthur  Lehto)  of  Hurley,  Wis.,  and 
Walter  and  Emil,  deceased. 

OTHO  A.  AUSTIN 

Otho  A.  Austin  Sr.  was  born  March  2,  1858,  in  Indi- 
ana. He  came  to  Newton  township  in  1873,  but  after  liv- 
ing here  one  summer  moved  to  Illinois.  In  1875,  driving 
overland,  he  came  back  to  Newton  township  once  more. 
He  died  here  in  1898  and  his  wife  in  1901.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children:  Theron,  Grace,  Henry, 
Jerome,  and  Otho. 

Otho  A.  Austin  Jr.,  raised  in  Illinois,  came  here  to 
live  with  his  parents.  He  took  up  a  homestead  in  New- 
ton township  in  1877,  80  acres  in  section  28.  He  later 
moved  to  the  village.  He  worked  for  Olaf  Pary  in  his 
store  for  12  years  from  1882  to  1894  and  then  moved  to 
a  farm  in  Homestead  township.  He  again  moved  back 
into  town,  building  himself  a  nice  new  home  here.  He 
died  December  12,  1924.  He  was  postmaster  from  1898 
until  1912.  He  was  also  on  the  school  board,  was  village 
recorder,  and  village  mayor,  Mrs.  Austin  was  born 
Grace  Peterson  in  Sweden.  Her  parents  died  and  she 
was  adopted  by  a  Mr.  Green.  They  had  eight  children: 
Susie,  Fannie,  Stanley,  Theodore,  Clarence,  Rolph,  Mae, 
and  Grace. 
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ADOLF  AND  GRETA  RUIKKA 

Gustaf  Adolf  Ruikka  Jr.  was  born  in  Finland  and 
came  to  New  York  Mills  with  his  father  in  the  1880's. 
He  moved  his  family  from  the  farm  in  Newton  town- 
ship to  Topelius  in  1899.  This  had  formerly  been  known 
as  "Amboy",  but  the  late  J.  W.  Lahde  had  the  name 
changed  to  Topelius  in  keeping  with  the  other  famous 
Finnish  name  of  Runeberg  that  was  given  to  a  commun- 
ity near  Sebeka,  He  died  April  4,  1922.  They  had  five 
children. 


GUST  AND  HANNAH  RUIKKA 

Gustaf  Adolf  Ruikka  3rd  was  born  in  1875  in  Oulu, 
Finland.  He  came  to  America  in  1881  with  his  grand- 


mother  and  two  sisters  at  the  age  of  six.  His  father 
and  grandfather  arrived  in  America  earlier.  Gustaf 
attended  school  in  what  was  known  as  the  Button  school. 
Jesse  Tranby  was  the  teacher.  Among  his  classmates 
were  Charlie  and  John  Coulter  and  Louie  Lausten. 

As  a  child  Gustaf  hauled  cord  wood  to  town  with  an 
ox  team.  Money  being  scarce  trading  stamps  were  used 
in  lieu  of  it  with  which  purchases  were  made.  One 
cord  of  wood  bought  a  pound  of  Arbuckle  coffee. 

In  1900  Gustaf  was  married  to  Hannah  Iisakka  Louk- 
kinen  in  Newton  township.  Hannah  Loukkinen  was  born 
in  1880  in  Kittila,  Finland.  She  came  to  the  United 
in  1898. 

When  first  married,  Gustaf  and  Hannah  Ruikka  lived 
with  the  Tolovas  or  on  the  farm  where  Rev.  George 
Wilson  now  lives.  He  farmed  40  acres  north  of  Tolovas. 
After  building  a  house  on  their  farm  they  moved  there 
and  lived  on  the  place  until  after  the  death  of  Gustaf 
in  1937.  He  had  bought  80  acres  to  increase  the  size 
of  his  farm. 

Gustaf  and  Hannah  Ruikka  were  the  parents  of  11 
children,  one  dying  in  infancy  and  Ervin  in  World  War 
II  during  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge.  The  oldest  son  Ahto 
lives  in  the  New  York  Mills  community  on  what  for- 
merly was  the  Jacob  Erkkila  farm.  Hannah  Ruikka  lives 
in  Minneapolis.  Another  son,  Reuben,  was  manager  of 
the  creamery  in  New  York  Mills  for  many  years.  He 
now  lives  with  his  family  in  Minneapolis. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  AUGUST  BARDEN 

August  Barden  (Partanen)  was  born  in  Tornio,  Fin- 
land, November  3,  1856,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1876.  He  lived  for  a  short  while  in  Calumet,  Mich., 
moving  from  there  to  Brainerd  and  came  to  this  com- 
munity in  1882.  He  cleared  a  farm  for  his  family  on 
the  south  side  of  Leaf  Lakes  where  he  lived  for  65 
years  until  the  time  of  his  death  on  May  26,  1946.  He 
was  married  in  Brainerd  to  Wilhelmiina  Palo.  She 
died  September  25,  1934.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children:  Emma  Johnson  of  Hibbing,  John  L.  and 
Edna  Hein  of  New  York  Mills,  Alma  Nelson  of  Min- 
neapolis, Hilda  Fredrickson  of  Duluth,  William  of  Hib- 
bing and  Ella  and  Charley  of  Henning. 

JACOB  AND  LIISA  ERKKILA 

Jacob  Erkkila  was  born  in  Kemijarvi,  Finland,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1845,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1869 
to  Michigan  where  he  lived  for  three  years.  In  1872 
he  went  to  Butte,  Montana,  where  he  worked  in  the 


mines  for  six  years.  Jacob  returned  to  Michigan  where 
he  was  married  to  Liisa  Maria  Marjamaa.  They  moved 
to  the  New  York  Mills  community  in  1880  where  they 
homestcaded  a  farm  in  Otto  township  by  Rush  Lake. 
They  lived  on  this  farm  until  their  death.  They  were 
the  parents  of  14  children  who  have  all  passed  away 
except  one  son,  Nathan  Arthur  Erkkila,  who  lives  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  Jacob  was  a  brother  to  Matt  Erkkila, 
who  was  a  preacher  and  a  farmer. 
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PETER  RAATTAMA 


Peter  Raattama  was  born 
October  19,  1849,  in  Swedish 
Lapland,  of  Finnish  parents. 
He  was  married  to  Maria 
Kristiina  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  five  children. 
The  family  came  to  New 
York  Mills  in  the  year  1883, 
settling  on  a  farm  in  Otto 
township.  Mrs.  Raattama 
died  about  two  years  after 
their  arrival  here  and  he 
later  married  Kaisa  Takki- 
nen  and  they  were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  He  was 
a  son  of  the  well-known  evangelist  in  Northern  Finland 
and  Sweden,  Juhani  Raattama.  Mr.  Raattama  died  here 
in  April  1921,  his  second  wife  passed  away  in  October 
1919. 

The  late  John  P.  Raattama  of  Nashwauk  was  their 
first-born  child.  He  operated  stores  in  New  York  Mills 
before  moving  to  Nashwauk  where  he  established  a  de- 
partment store.  He  also  operated  a  department  store 
in  Chisholm.  These  stores  are  now  operated  by  his  son 
Rudolph.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  Blomberg  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Rudolph, 
Helen,  Ruth,  Esther,  Webster,  Henry,  Alice  and  Lillian. 
His  picture  appears  with  the  Blomberg  family  history. 

Hilma  (Mrs.  Oscar  Fraki)  is  a  daughter  of  Peter 
Raattama's  second  marriage.  She  lives  in  New  York 
Mills  and  celebrated  her  golden  wedding  anniversary 
with  her  husband  in  1957.  Another  son,  Hans  A.,  lives  in 
California. 


MR.   AND  MRS.   SAKARIAS  PAJUNPAA 

Sakarias  Pajunpaa  was  born  in  Lohtaja,  Finland, 
August  27,  1849.  He  was  married  in  Finland  to  Maria 
Lovisa  Puukangas.  He  came  to  Brainerd,  Minnesota, 
from  Finland  in  1879  and  she  came  two  years  later. 
When  she  arrived  they  moved  to  New  York  Mills,  pur- 
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chasing  a  farm  in  Leaf  Lake  township.  He  died  on 
December  31,  1927  and  she  died  December  13,  1943. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Lydia  (Mrs. 
Suomaala)  who  is  deceased;  Maria  (Mrs.  Andrew  Rim- 
pila),  deceased;  Andrew,  and  Emil.  Emil  was  born 
July  15,  1884,  at  their  farm  home.  Emil  married 
Lydia  Herlin  in  1906.  She  died  in  1915.  They  have  four 
children,  Mrs.  Armia  Paavola,  Uuno,  Vieno,  and  Walter. 
Their  children  are  the  third  generation  operating  the 
same  farm  on  which  the  family  originally  settled.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Andrew  Bajunpaa  live  in  Hibbing. 


bank,  California.  They  left  the  farm  in  1899  and  moved 
into  New  York  Mills.  Born  in  town  were  Ray  of  St. 
Paul,  Ashbel  of  Palo  Alto,  California,  and  Ingvald  of 
St.  Paul.  Matt,  as  he  was  known,  died  in  January,  1911, 
and  Mrs.  Koller  died  in  February,  1944. 
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OSCAR  AND  SOFIA  PIKKARAINEN 


MR.  AND  MRS.  AUGUST  JACOBSON 

August  Jacobson  (Haapanen)  was  born  May  1,  1864,  at 
Kauhava,  Finland.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1886.  He  first  lived  in  Massachusetts,  then  Michigan 
and  later  Bonner,  Montana,  where  he  married  Anna 
Hentila  on  July  16,  1892.  Mrs.  Jacobson  was  born  in 
Finland  December  23,  1871.  She  came  to  New  York 
Mills  from  Finland  in  1888,  She  later  went  to  Brainerd 
and  then  to  Bonner,  Montana,  They  returned  to  New 
York  Mills  in  1894  and  operated  a  farm  in  Deer  Creek 
township.  They  were  the  parents  of  11  children,  five 
of  whom  are  now  living.  They  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary  in  1942.  He  died  June  18,  1950, 
and  she  died  April  2,  1951.  Mr.  Jacobson  had  been  a 
board  member  of  the  Heinola  Co-op  Store,  the  school 
board  in  District  136  and  held  other  elective  positions. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  MATHIS  J.  KOLLER 

Mathis  Johanniesen  Koller  was  born  February  12, 
1849,  at  Skjarvo,  Norway.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1873  and  worked  in  the  copper  mines  at  Calumet, 
Michigan,  for  seven  years.  Beret  Kirstine  Koller,  nee 
Nygard,  was  born  in  Skjarvo  on  November  16,  1861. 
She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1861  and  married 
Mathis  J,  Koller.  Soon  afterward  they  came  to  New 
York  Mills  and  bought  a  farm  on  the  west  shore  of 
Leaf  Lake.  Born  in  the  log  cabin  at  Leaf  Lake  were 
Nettie  (deceased),  Edwin  (deceased),  Norman  of  New 
York  Mills,  Florence  (Mrs.  Herman  Brandon)  of  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  Harriet  (deceased),  George  of  Bur- 


Oscar  Pikkarainen  was  born  in  Oulu,  Finland,  on 
August  15,  1873,  and  passed  away  at  his  home  in  New 
York  Mills  at  the  age  of  82  years  on  January  10,  1956. 
Sophia  Liisa  Nousiainen  was  born  in  Finland  in  1870 
and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Oscar  Pikkarainen  on 
October  27,  1895,  They  came  directly  to  this  commun- 
ity at  about  the  turn  of  the  century  and  lived  here  for 
the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  George  and 
Waino  and  an  infant  daughter  are  deceased.  Living 
children  are:  one  son,  Emil  of  Minneapolis,  and  four 
daughters,  Sophie  of  New  York  Mills,  Ann  (Mrs.  John 
Brennan)  of  Peoria,  Illinois;  Mrs.  Hannah  Coates  of 
Minneapolis,  and  Lillian  Fehr  of  Willmar. 

Mrs.  Pikkarainen  passed  away  in  1950.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pikkarainen  and  their  children  are  buried  in 
Greenwood  Cemetery. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM  FLETCHER  WOOD 

William  Fletcher  Wood  was  born  November  16,  1856, 
at  Gray,  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  the  son  of  Elias 
Wood  and  Louise  (Hodge)  Wood.  His  father  was  born 
in  Massachusetts  in  1828  and  his  mother  in  New  York 
state  in  1834.  They  were  of  English  descent. 

Mr.  Wood  lived  in  New  York  state  until  1879  when 
he  went  to  work  as  a  carpenter  in  Port  Austin,  Michi- 
gan, for  ten  months.  From  there  he  went  to  Eau 
Claire,  Wisconsin,  for  about  a  year  and  then  on  to 
St.  Paul.  After  a  short  time  he  went  to  Fargo  in  1882 
and  worked  there  as  a  carpenter  for  four  years,  com- 
ing to  New  York  Mills  in  1886,  He  bought  160  acres 
of  land  5%  miles  east  of  town.  He  paid  $4.00  an  acre 
for  this  wild  land.  There  was  a  log  shanty  on  the  place 
in  which  he  lived  until  he  built  better  buildings.  He 
farmed  there  for  30  years  until  he  sold  out  in  1915 
and  moved  into  the  village.  He  was  married  October 
24,  1884,  to  Anna  Jorgenson  who  was  born  June  10, 
1858  at  Koshkonong,  Wisconsin.  Her  parents  came  from 
Norway.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  child- 
ren: William  Elias,  Betsy  Louisa,  John  Elmer,  Frederick 
Henry.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  passed  away  in  the  early 
1940's. 
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in  1902  to  begin  farming.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Charlotte  Bergstedt  in  Ely,  Minn.,  in  1890.  Mrs.  Salo 
was  born  in  Frantila,  Finland,  October  12,  1862  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1888,  settling  first  in 
Tower,  Minnesota,  before  moving  to  Ely  and  then  com- 
ing here.  Mrs.  Salo  died  in  1947  and  Mr.  Salo  died 
in  1935.  Children  are  Charles,  Ida  (Mrs.  Jack  Ludowitz) 
of  Minneapolis,  Mary,  Fred  Jr.,  Otto,  and  Alma  (Mrs.  Ed 
Caro).  Charles  and  Mary  have  passed  away. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  AATU  KELA 

Aatu  Kela  was  born  July  9,  1858  in  Oulu  province, 
Finland.  He  was  married  in  1888  to  Kreta  Koitila  who 
was  born  in  Oulu  province  in  October,  1867.  They 
came  directly  to  New  York  Mills  from  Finland  in  1889, 
and  lived  on  a  farm  near  Heinola  for  the  remainder  of 
their  lives;  except  Mrs.  Kela,  who  spent  the  last  two 
years  of  her  life  in  the  village.  Mrs.  Kela  passed  away  in 
February,  1949,  and  Mr.  Kela  died  on  August  7,  1934. 

Aatu  Kela  was  a  minister  in  the  Apostolic  Lutheran 
church.  He  served  the  congregation  at  Sebeka  and 
also  the  congregation  in  New  York  Mills. 

The  Kelas  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Their  daughter,  Annie,  who  was 
born  in  Finland,  passed  away  in  1908  at  the  age  of 
18  years.  The  other  children,  Selma,  Otto,  Edwin, 
Waino,  Tekla,  and  Walter,  were  all  born  here.  They 
have  all  passed  away  except  Selma  who  makes  her 
home  in  New  York  Mills,  and  Otto,  who  lives  with  his 
family  in  Sebeka. 

Otto  Kela  was  married  to  Hannah  Mattila  of  Sebeka 
in  1933.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Bon- 
nie, Leslie  and  Warren.  Mr.  Kela  managed  the  Sebeka 
creamery  for  many  years  and  is  now  retired. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  FRED  SALO 

Fred  Salo  was  born  in  Toholampi,  Finland,  April  7, 
1861.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1882.  He  settled 
in  Brainerd  first  and  then  worked  in  Michigan,  Cana- 
da and  Ely,  Minn.,  before  coming  to  New  York  Mills 


MRS.  MIINA  TAPIO 


Mrs.  M  i  i  n  a  Tapio,  nee 
I  Worlin,  was  born  in  Fin- 
land, November  1,  1867, 
Sifvert  Tapio  was  born  in 
Finland  in  1865.  They  were 
married  April  27,  1896,  in 
New  York  Mills.  Each  had 
come  to  this  community  in 
about  1894.  They  carved  a 
farm  for  themselves  out  of 
the  wilderness  and  he  car- 
ried large  logs  out  of  the 
woods  on  his  shoulders  to 
build  themselves  a  home. 
A  daughter  Hilda,  Mrs.  B. 
R.  Kerssen  lives  in  Deer 
Creek. 


CORA  (TYLER)  FiSKE 

Cora  Fiske  (nee  Tyler)  was  born  at  Lakeland,  Wash- 
ington county,  Minnesota,  on  July  21,  1855,  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  W.  and  Lydia  Ann  (Dewey)  Tyler,  distant 
relative  of  Admiral  Dewey  and  President  Tyler.  She 
attended  school  there  and  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  After 
finishing  her  Normal  Training  in  Chicago  she  taught 
school  for  seven  years.  She  married  Clinton  W.  Fiske 
on  February  22,  1880.  They  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Harry  Tyler,  and  David  Dewey.  Clinton  W. 
Fiske  was  born  at  Stillwater,  Minn.,  on  March  17,  1852, 
the  son  of  David  and  Elmira  (Bragdon)  Fiske.  On 
May  5,  1883,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fiske  came  to  New  York 
Mills.  There  was  a  sawmill  and  a  number  of  tarpaper 
ishacks  here  at  that  time.  Mrs.  Fiske  was  first  dis- 
gusted when  she  arrived  here,  but  after  a  few  days 
she  began  to  like  the  country  and  was  glad  she  came, 
Mr.  Fiske  established  himself  in  the  livery  business  and 
buying  and  selling  horses  and  land.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  school  board  and  village  council.  Clinton  W.  Fiske 
remained  in  business  at  the  original  place  until  his 
death  on  October  13,  1904.  She  died  in  1948. 

Harry  Tyler  Fiske,  born  February  21,  1883,  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  Hurst  of  Wadena  on  September  2, 
1912.  She  died  in  1940.  He  later  married  Mrs.  Alma  Ol- 
son. He  was  a  veterinarian  in  New  York  Mills  until  his 
death  in  1955. 

David  Dewey  Fiske,  born  February  21,  1881,  mar- 
ried Mildred  Reynolds  on  September  2,  1906.  They 
lived  in  New  York  Mills  for  a  number  of  years  and 
now  reside  in  the  state  of  Washington. 

ABRAHAM  HERMAN  TAKKINEN 

Abraham  Takkinen  was  born  in  Kuusamo,  Finland, 
in  1875.  He  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1888,  settling 
in  Newton  township.  He  was  married  here  in  1904 
to  Aliina  Matilda  Karlson.  He  died  in  1926.  Sons  Wil- 
lard  and  Wilbert  live  in  New  York  Mills. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  J.  W.  LAHDE 

J.  W.  Lahde  was  born  in  Karkola,  Finland,  on  August 
2,  1856.  He  attended  public  school  in  Finland  and  was 
graduated  there  by  the  University  of  Helsinki  as  a 
professor  in  history.  He  then  went  to  Germany  where 
he  taught  Latin  and  German  for  a  number  of  years 
before  moving  to  Orebo,  Sweden,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1880.  His  wife  died  in  1881.  In  1884  he  came 
to  the  United  States  and  was  ordained  as  a  pastor  in 
the  Augustana  Synod  at  Augustana  College,  Rock  Island, 
Illinois.  In  1886  he  came  to  New  York  Mills  as  an  ad- 
vance agent  for  Finnish  immigrants.  In  1887  he  accept- 
ed a  call  to  become  pastor  of  the  Finnish  Lutheran 
Church  of  New  York  Mills.  He  also  became  editor  of 
the  Uusi  Kotimaa,  a  newspaper  published  here  in  the 
Finnish  language.  He  was  editor  of  this  paper  until 
its  management  was  purchased  by  the  Non-Partisan 
League  in  about  1920.  He  later  edited  two  other  Finnish 
newspapers:  the  Siirtolainen  and  the  Valvoja.  On  Aug- 
ust 31,  1895,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sigrid 
A.  S.  Candelin,  who  was  born  in  Oulu,  Finland,  on 
July  16,  1877.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Linnea,  Aili  Liljan,  Frederick  Wilhelm,  and  Carmen 
Eleanore.  All  are  deceased.  Rev.  J.  W.  Lahde  died 
January  8,  1927.  Mrs.  Sigrid  Lahde  still  lives  in  her 
own  home  in  New  York  Mills. 

A.  J.  SITZ 

August  J.  Sitz  was  born  June  24,  1851  in  Schneide- 
muehl,  Germany,  and  came  at  the  age  of  two  with  his 
parents  to  this  country,  settling  near  Milwaukee. 

On  May  16,  1878,  he  married  Sophia  Pankow,  daugh- 
ter of  a  pioneer  Lutheran  pastor  at  Watertown,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  farmed  near  Tomas,  Wisconsin,  until  1883 
when  the  family  moved  to  New  York  Mills.  At  that 
time  Mr.  Sitz  was  construction  foreman  on  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad.  He  later  erected  a  hardware  and 
implement  store  here.  Sophia  Sitz  died  on  April  10, 
1889,  leaving  five  children,  namely:  Adolph  W.,  Emma 
Luella,  Rufus  B.,  Dorothea  and  Alexander  P.  Sitz. 

On  May  16,  1890,  Mr.  Sitz  was  married  a  second 
time  to  Anna  Pankow.  Three  children  were  born  to 
this  union,  all  in  New  York  Mills.  E.  Arnold  Sitz  was 


born  August  27,  1893,  and  is  at  present  pastor  of  a 
Lutheran  church  in  Tucson,  Arizona.  Herbert  A.  Sitz 
was  born  on  February  11,  1897,  and  is  at  present  prin- 
cipal of  the  Lutheran  parochial  school  at  New  Ulm. 
A  daughter,  Erna  L.  Sitz,  was  born  in  1901.  The  family 
moved  to  Perham  in  1916. 

Mr.  Sitz  served  the  New  York  Mills  community  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  26  years  and  as  a 
member  of  the  village  council  for  24  years.  He  was 
county  commission  from  the  First  District  during  the 
years  1897  to  1900  inclusive. 

He  died  in  1942  and  is  buried  beside  his  wife  Sophia 
in  the  old  New  York  Mills  cemetery. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  MATT  ASMUND 

Matt  Asmund  was  born  in  Kalvia,  Finland,  February 
11,  1860.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1880,  living 
first  in  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  for  six  years  before  moving 
to  Duluth  and  then  coming  to  New  York  Mills  in  1888. 
He  was  married  to  Lydia  Hyrynkangas  on  December 
21,  1885.  Mrs.  Asmund  was  born  in  Liminga,  Finland, 
on  May  12,  1876.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Briita  and 
Henry  Hyrynkangas  and  came  here  in  1892.  She  died 
November  26,  1918,  and  he  died  November  13,  1945. 
They  had  operated  a  farm  in  Deer  Creek  township. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children:  Tauno,  Eli, 
Charlie,  Jack,  Albert,  Delia  (Mrs.  Alex  Hamari),  Ida 
(Mrs.  Niilo  Smith),  Elma  (Mrs.  Alex  Karvonen),  and 
Signe  (Mrs.  Wm.  Smith). 

R.  A.  WILLIAMS 

R,  A.  Williams  was  born  at  Mankato,  Minnesota,  on 
March  10,  1864.  In  1883  he  settled  in  Pine  Lake  town- 
ship where  he  lived  for  ten  years.  In  1896  he  moved 
into  the  village  of  New  York  Mills.  He  was  married 
to  Delia  M.  Kiff  in  1887.  Mr.  Williams  was  active  in 
community  affairs  and  was  mayor  of  the  village  in 
1913  as  well  as  holding  other  village  offices  at  various 
times.  He  was  also  a  deputy  sheriff  of  Otter  Tail  county. 
Four  children  still  reside  in  New  York  Mills.  They 
are  Tim,  Richard,  Forrest  and  Jessie.  Mrs.  Nell  Kimmes, 
another  daughter,  died  in  New  York  Mills  in  1959. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  ERICKSON 

Mr.,  and  Mrs.  John  Erickson  were  both  born  in  Swed- 
en. They  homesteaded  a  farm  in  Homestead  township  in 
1880.  He  died  in  1922  and  she  in  1905.  Their  children 
were  Gust,  Carl,  Ida  (Mrs.  Alvin  Ehnert),  and  Frank. 
They  are  all  deceased. 


MRS.  ALICE  E.  YOUNG 


Mrs.  Alice  E.  Young  was 
born  in  Vermont  February 
11,  1836.  She  was  married 
to  Edward  Young  in  1857. 
Mr.  Young  died  in  Port  Hur- 
on, Michigan,  in  1875.  The 
Young  family  had  operated 
sawmills  in  Sarnia,  Canada, 
and  Port  Huron,  Michigan, 
and  were  attracted  to  Min- 
nesota by  advertisements  in 
papers  there  about  the  lum- 
bering  opportunities  in 
western  Minnesota.  They 
came  to  Fergus  Falls  and 
were  directed  to  New  York 
Mills  as  the  center  of  the 
lumbering  industry  in  the 
area.  Mrs.  Young  came  here 
in  1877  with  four  children: 
Edward,  Francis,  Mae,  and 
Melissa.  They  homesteaded 
two  timber  claims  in  sections  2  and  10  in  Newton  town- 
ship. On  September  29,  1887,  Mrs.  Young  was  married 
to  John  W.  Kinney.  Mr.  Kinney  was  born  in  New  York 
state,  moved  frcm  there  to  Ohio  and  came  to  New  York 
Mills  in  1877  from  Winona,  Minnesota,  where  he  lived 
for  a  short  while  in  1876.  Mr.  Kinney  was  one  of  the 
big  timber  cutters  in  this  area  and  hauled  the  largest 
load  of  logs  on  one  sleigh  ever  to  be  brought  into 
town.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  then  farmed  until  1905, 
when  they  moved  into  the  village.  She  died  here  April 
19,  1914,  and  he  died  in  1919.  Edward  Young  went  to 
Louisiana  from  here  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life  there.  Francis  A.  Young  wed  Joseph  Riggs  and 
lived  in  Brainerd.  Melissa  was  married  here  as  record- 
ed in  another  biography. 

Mrs.  Melissa  Turner  Deni- 
son was  born  Melissa  Young 
in  Sarnia,  Canada.  She  came 
to  New  York  Mills  with  her 
mother,  sisters  and  brother 
in  1877.  She  was  married  to 
Henry  T.  Turner  on  January 
3,  1883,  at  Perham.  Mr.  Tur- 
ner died  in  May  1900.  Mrs. 
Turner  then  married  George 
T.  Denison  in  1905.  Mr.  Den- 
ison  died  in  1933  and  Mrs. 
Denison  in  1944.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Turner  had  two  child- 
ren, Alice  and  Francis.  Fol- 
lowing the  death  of  her  first 
husband  in  1900,  she  purch- 
ased Mrs.  Clark's  dry  goods 
store  that  was  located  on 
the  bank  corner.  She  oper- 
ated the  store  until  her 
marriage  in  1905,  when  she  and  Mr.  Denison  bought 
the  property  located  on  the  present  drug  store  site. 
The  Denisons  operated  their  store  in  this  old  building 
until  1924  when  they  built  a  new  brick  store  building 
on  the  same  site.  Mrs.  Denison's  daughter,  Mrs.  P.  J. 
Lund,  then  entered  into  business  with  them  and  they 
operated  the  store  as  Denison  and  Lund  until  1938 
when  they  sold  out. 
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Henry  T.  Turner  was  born 
in  Frederic  kston,  New 
Brunswick,  Canada.  He  was 
married  there  and  after  the 
death  of  his  wife  came  to 
Minnesota  in  the  1860's.  Mr. 
Turner  was  a  lumber  and 
timber  scaler  by  trade  so 
was  attracted  to  New  York 
Mills  when  this  area  was 
opened  to  lumbering  in  the 
early  1870's.  He  was  among 
the  first  to  arrive  here  after 
the  establishing  of  the  mills, 
the  exact  date  of  his  arrival 
is  not  known.  His  family  re- 
calls his  telling  that  there 
were  as  many  as  eight  saw 
mills  located  in  this  area 
(not  all  in  town).  He  was 
married  to  Melissa  Young 
on  January  3,  1883.  Their  children  were  Alice  and 
Frances  whose  biographies  are  listed  in  a  separate 
article.  Mr.  Turner  died  in  1900. 


HENRY  T.  TURNER 


MRS.  ALICE  LUND 


MRS.  FRANCES  OLSON 


Pictured  above  are  the  two  daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  T.  Turner,  pioneer  New  York  Mills  settlers. 

Mrs.  Alice  Lund  was  born  Alice  Turner  in  New  York 
Mills  on  Nov.  18,  1883.  She  attended  school  here  and 
teachers'  training  school  in  Fergus  Falls.  She  then 
taught  in  the  rural  schools  in  this  area.  She  was  married 
to  Peter  J.  Lund  on  June  24,  1908,  in  a  double  wedding 
ceremony  with  her  sister.  Mr.  Lund  was  employed  by 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  as  a  telegraph  operator 
and  depot  agent.  Mr.  Lund  died  in  1922  in  New  York 
Mills.  They  had  lived  for  short  periods  in  Hawley  and 
Gary  before  returning  to  New  York  Mills. 

In  1924  Mrs.  Lund  entered  into  business  with  her 
mother  and  stepfather  in  the  operation  of  the  Denison 
and  Lund  Variety  Store.  They  sold  the  business  in 
1938,  Mrs.  Lund  still  lives  in  New  York  Mills.  They 
had  three  children:  Melissa  (Mrs.  Victor  Nelson),  Wi- 
nona, Minn.,  Howard,  New  York  Mills,  and  Russell, 
Geneva,  Illinois. 

Mrs.  Frances  Olson  was  born  Frances  Turner  on 
December  21,  1885,  in  New  York  Mills.  She  attended 
the  teachers'  training  school  in  Fergus  Falls  with  her 
sister  Alice.  She  later  taught  in  the  rural  schools  in 
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New  York  Mills.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mr. 
John  A.  Muckala  in  a  double  wedding  ceremony  with 
her  sister  Alice  on  June  24,  1908.  In  1915  she  became 
editor  and  part  owner  of  the  New  York  Mills  Herald 
when  it  was  established  at  that  time  by  Edward  0. 
Qualey,  This  was  the  birth  of  the  New  York  Mills  Her- 
ald that  is  still  published  here.  She  later  sold  her 
interest  in  the  Herald.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muckala  were 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Gerald,  who  operates  an  elec- 
trical wiring  and  TV  repair  service  in  New  York  Mills. 
He  was  born  on  May  25,  1909.  She  was  married  again 
to  Siblon  Olson  in  1929.  Mr.  Olson  was  born  in  1884  and 
passed  away  in  1933.  Mrs.  Olson  died  in  New  York 
Mills  on  October  30,  1939. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Deni- 
son  (Wilhelmina  McKee), 
along  with  Mrs.  Denison's 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam McKee,  came  here 
from  Rossville,  111.  about 
1879.  The  McKees  settled 
on  a  farm  north  of  town, 
A  short  time  after  the 
George  Denisons  arrived, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Denison 
(parents  of  George  Denison) 
who  were  living  here 
moved  to  Evansville,  Minne- 
sota, where  Mr.  Denison  op- 
erated a  dray  line. 

George  Denison  was  em- 
ployed in  New  York  Mills 
in  one  of  the  saw  mills.  Mrs. 
Denison,  who  was  in  poor 
health,  passed  away  in  1883 
at   the   age   of   25  years, 

leaving  three  small  children,  namely,  Jessie  (Mrs.  W.  A. 
Miller),  Laura  (Mrs.  Herbert  Huntzicker  of  Miles  City,) 
and  Charles,  now  deceased. 

Following  the  death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Denison  brought 
the  children  to  the  home  of  their  grandparents,  the 
W.  S.  Denisons  at  Evansville.  Mr.  W.  S.  Denison  was 
killed  in  an  accident  the  following  year  and  in  1885 
Mrs.  Denison  decided  to  move  with  her  grandchildren 
to  Kansas.  Mrs.  Denison's  mother,  Rachel  Andrews 
(Mrs.  Miller's  great-grandmother))  who  was  80  years 
old,  also  traveled  with  the  group  who  rode  in  a 
covered  wagon  in  which  the  aged  grandmother  sat  in 
a  captain's  chair.  They  were  accompanied  in  another 
wagon  by  Mrs.  Denison's  son,  Charles  Denison  and 
wife  and  daughter  of  Evansville,  who  had  also  decid- 
ed to  leave  Minnesota.  There  was  no  road  for  the 
wagons  to  follow,  just  a  trail  across  the  prairie.  It 
rained  heavily  during  the  trip  and  Mrs.  Miller  recalls 
a  kind  farmer  in  South  Dakota  inviting  the  wet,  bedrag- 
gled party  into  his  home  to  dry  their  clothing.  They 
found  the  farmer  using  twisted  hay  and  buffalo  dung 
for  fuel. 

Eventually  the  little  cavalcade  reached  Barnes,  Kan- 
sas, from  where  they  went  to  Greenleaf,  Kansas,  and 
made  their  home  there  for  several  years. 

George  Denison  joined  his  children  at  Greenleaf, 
Kansas.  Some  time  later  he  was  married  to  Anne  Knight 
at  Concordia,  Kansas.  Four  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  Bernice,  William,  Ivan,  and  Myrtle.  Later  the 
family  moved  to  Endicott,  Nebraska  where  Mr.  Deni- 
son ran  a  butcher  shop.  Later  the  second  Mrs.  Denison 
died  and  in  1902  Mr..  Denison  returned  to  New  York 
Mills. 


In  1905  he  was  married  a  third  time  to  Mrs.  Melissa 
Turner  also  of  New  York  Mills.  He  passed  away  Novem- 
ber 19,  1933  and  is  buried  in  the  village  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Denison  died  September  3,  1944. 


GEORGE  DENISON 


DR.  AND  MRS.  W.  A.  MILLER 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  A.  Miller  are  pictured  here 
with  two  of  their  children,  Maurice  and  Shirley.  Their 
third  child,  Eleanor,  was  born  later. 

Dr.  Miller  was  born  in  Appleton,  Wisconsin,  on  July 
30,  1872,  the  son  of  Albert  and  Gertrude  Miller.  Fol- 
lowing  graduation   from  public 
schools  he  moved  to  Perham  where 
he  lived  with  a  sister,  Mrs.  Oswald. 
He  was  later  graduated  from  the 
Kansas  City  Medical  School  and  es- 
tablished his  practice  in  New  York 
Mills  in  1896.  On  October  10,  1900, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Jessie  Deni- 
son who  had  come  to  New  York  Mills 
with  her  father  in  1879.  Mrs.  Miller 
was  born  in  Rossville,  Illinois  on 
October  21,  1876.  Dr.  Miller  passed 
away  on  June  1,  1955,  Mrs.  Miller  ELEANOR 
lives  in  the  village  as  does  their  son 
Maurice  and  family.  Shirley  (Mrs.  Oscar  Carlson)  lives 
in  Minneapolis  as  does  Eleanor  (Mrs.  Eino  Kyllonen). 

The  Millers  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniver- 
sary in  1950. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM  McKEE 

William  McKee  was  born  February  2,  1823  and  Mrs. 
McKee  (Elizabeth  Abbott)  was  born  on  January  20, 
1827,  They  came  to  New  York  Mills  about  1879  from 
Rossville,  Illinois.  They  were  the  parents  of  11  children, 
four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  surviving  children 
Wilson  M.,  Nelson  E.,  Molly,  Hattie,  Wilhelmina,  Laura, 
and  Ella,  Wilhelmina  became  the  mother  of  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Miller. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  McKee  lived  for  a  short  time 
north  of  town  and  later  moved  into  the  village  and 
lived  for  many  years  in  a  home  (now  burned  down) 
where  the  present  Joe  Fischer  residence  stands.  Both 
died  here  and  are  buried  in  the  old  village  cemetery. 


lifll 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  OLLIKAIN 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Ollikain  (Ollikainen)  came  to  New 
York  Mills  in  1879.  John  Ollkainen  was  born  near  Hel- 
sinki, Finland,  in  1860.  He  came  the  the  United  States 
in  1877.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Stewart  of  New 
York  City  in  Calumet,  Michigan,  March  30,  1878.  Mrs. 
Ollikain  was  born  in  Denngal,  Ireland,  and  had  come 
to  New  York  City  in  1864.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ollikain  went 
to  Hancock,  Michigan,  after  their  marriage,  but  came 
to  New  York  Mills  shortly  thereafter  in  1879.  They 
took  a  homestead  on  the  west  side  of  town  on  the  farm 
now  known  as  the  Emil  Holmes  farm.  At  the  time  they 
came  to  New  York  Mills  there  was  one  store  here  oper- 
ated by  J.  C.  Winslow,  the  postoffice  was  in  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  depot  and  Levi  Walker  operated  a 
boarding  house  where  the  section  was  located  just  north 
of  the  depot.  After  they  retired  they  lived  in  the  village 
until  they  passed  away,  Mr.  Ollikain  in  1924  and  she  sev- 
eral years  later.  Their  children  were  Margaret,  John, 
Alfred,  Kathryn,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Hannah,  and  Mary. 
Margaret  (Mrs.  Kiff)  and  Hannah  (Mrs.  Mauthe)  live 
in  New  York  Mills  at  this  time. 


MR.  OPPEGARD 

Mr.  Oppegard  was  one  of 
the  first  Norwegians  and 
first  settlers  in  this  area. 
He  came  to  Newton  town- 
ship in  1875  and  settled  on 
a  tract  of  land  which  he 
created  into  a  farm|  It  has 
later  been  known  as  the 
Peter  Rahto  farm. 


EMMA  AMTTILA 


MR.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM  ANTTILA 

William  Anttila  came  from  the  Tornio  valley  in  Fin- 
land to  Calumet,  Michigan  sometime  in  the  1870's.  At 
Calumet  he  was  married  to 
Emma  Bernu  who  was  born 
in  Norway.  Several  child- 
ren were  born  to  them  at 
Calumet  before  the  family 
moved  to  a  farm  north  of 
Heinola  about  1880,  where 
they  lived  for  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Anttila  were  the  parents  of 
11  children,  four  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  other 
children  who  grew  to  adult- 
hood were  Anna  (Mrs.  Clar- 
ence Wilhelm),  Hilma  (Mrs. 
Harry  Nelson),  William, 
Emil,  Mamie  (Mrs.  Eino  Ter- 
rio  of  Mt.  Iron),  Adell  (Mrs. 
Max  Crawley  of  Duluth), 
and  Esther  of  Duluth.  Anna, 
William  and  Hilma  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Anttila 
passed  away  in  1952  and  Mr.  Anttila  in  1927. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  ERICK  MUCKALA 

Erick  Muckala  was  born  in  Norway  on  March  30, 
1861.  He  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Calu- 
met, Michigan,  in  1880.  In  that  same  year,  Mary  Caro- 
line Kahkola  of  the  parish  of  Tervola  in  Finland,  then 
23  years  old,  had  also  decided  to  come  to  America  to 
see  her  sister  Catherine  who  had  already  established 
a  home  in  Calumet.  (They  were  the  J.  Wm.  Jacobsons, 
also  pioneer  residents  of  the  New  York  Mills  commun- 
ity). The  couple  became  acquainted  on  the  ship  in  the 
three  weeks  that  it  took  to  make  the  crossing.  The 
young  men  would  offer  treats  to  the  young  ladies  and 
Erick  did  the  same,  offering  a  handful  of  dried  prunes 
to  Caroline  toward  whom  he  had  taken  a  fancy.  (Dried 
fruit  being  about  the  only  delicacy  on  board).  She  de- 
clined his  offer  and  this  made  him  determined  to  get 
better  acquainted.  It  so  happened  that  Eric  was  making 
his  way  to  the  same  duplex  home  in  Calumet  that 
Caroline  was  going  to.  They  were  married  September 
23,  1882.  John  Olaf  was  born  in  Calumet,  June  31,  1883, 
and  the  family  moved  to  New  York  Mills,  buying  a 
farm  in  Leaf  Lake  township.  They  farmed  there  for 
10  years,  then  purchased  a  farm  in  Newton  township, 
now  occupied  by  Alfred  Muckala  and  his  family.  In 
1919  they  retired  from  farming  and  moved  into  the 
village.  Mr.  Muckala  died  in  1941  and  Mrs.  Muckala  in 
1948.  Mr.  Muckala  took  an  interest  in  civic  affairs,  hav- 
ing served  on  school  boards,  township  boards,  etc. 
Besides  John,  the  following  children  were  also  born 
to  the  Erick  Muckalas:  Eugenia  (Mrs.  Albert  Simi), 
died  January  1949  in  Seattle,  Wash.;  Alfred  of  Newton 
township;  Hugh,  died  September  11,  1957  in  Bagley, 
Minn.;  Mary  (Mrs.  Howell  Parker),  Seattle,  Washington; 
Martha  (Mrs.  Charles  Laakso),  New  York  Mills;  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  Frank  Lake),  Menahga;  William,  died  in 
1899  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Esther  (Mrs.  John  Malmin), 
Seattle,  Washington.  Besides  the  six  surviving  child- 
ren there  are  32  grandchildren,  46  great-grandchildren 
and  one  great-great-grandchild. 
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REV.  AND  MRS.  ISRAEL  HAGEL 

Rev.  Israel  Hagel  was  born  in  Haaparanta,  Sweden, 
September  29,  1846.  He  moved  from  there  to  Northern 
Norway  from  where  he  embarked  for  the  United  States 
in  1873.  He  settled  in  Calumet,  Michigan,  and  four 
years  later  came  to  New  York  Mills  and  took  a  home- 
stead in  Newton  township.  In  1888  he  was  married  to 
Margareeta  Kinnunen.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children.  Two,  Mrs.  John  Keary  (Amanda)  and  William, 
are  deceased.  Remaining  children  are  John,  Caleb, 
Emanuel,  Oscar,  Martha,  Esther  (Mrs.  Fred  Bousu)  and 
Anna  (Mrs.  Midian  Fraki).  Rev.  Hagel  held  his  first 
services  here  in  the  Andrew  Puupera  home  on  June 
19,  1877.  He  was  appointed  minister  for  the  Apostolic 
Lutheran  congregation  here  in  1911  and  served  in  this 
capacity  for  21  years.  He  died  July  8,  1934,  and  she 
died  on  February  14,  1931. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  HAMARI 

John  Hamari  was  born  in  Ii,  Finland,  March  12,  1868. 
He  came  to  Ely,  Minnesota,  from  Finland,  in  1889.  After 
working  there  in  a  blacksmith  shop  for  13  years  he 
came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1902,  settling  on  a  farm 
in  Deer  Creek  township.  In  1918  he  moved  onto  a  farm 
in  Otto  township.  He  was  married  to  Augusta  Pihlaja  in 
1891,  who  was  born  in  Oulais,  Finland,  December  17, 
1866.  They  were  the  parents  of  13  children.  Those  living 
at  this  time  are  Selma  (Mrs.  Emil  Wenstrom),  John, 
Alex,  and  Anna  (Mrs.  Ernest  Roberts). 

MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  PETER  STROHMENGER 

John  Peter  Strohmenger  was  born  July  19,  1865,  at 
Waldmanshoven,  Germany,  son  of  George  and  Magda- 
line  Strohmenger.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1884,  to  Henderson,  Minn.,  where  he  worked  for  his 
cousin,  Martin  Beck,  who  had  advanced  him  the  money 
for  the  ticket.  He  worked  on  farms  in  that  area  until 
1890  when  he  saved  up  enough  money  to  buy  a  farm 
of  160  acres  at  Wood  Lake,  Yellow  Medicine  county, 
Minnesota.  He  farmed  there  until  1899  when  he  sold 
his  farm  and  came  to  New  York  Mills,  purchasing  a 
160  acre  farm  in  Newton  township.  He  paid  $4.00  per 
acre  for  the  farm.  This  farm  was  all  timber  at  the 
time  and  was  located  3%  miles  northeast  of  town  and 


was  known  as  the  Pendergrast  farm.  He  farmed  there 
until  1913  when  he  sold  the  property  and  purchased 
a  farm  close  to  town,  selling  it  in  1937  to  move  into 
town.  He  was  married  August  25,  1901,  to  Fred.ika 
Siebold,  who  was  born  January  31,  1876  at  Fe'lback, 
Germany.  She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1"94  and 
worked  in  Philadelphia  for  two  years.  She  then  moved 
to  New  York  where  she  worked  until  1901  when  she 
came  to  New  York  Mills  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Stroh- 
menger. They  had  no  children.  Mr.  Strohmenger  died 
here.  Mrs.  Strohmenger  is  still  living  at  this  time. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHARLES  TIKKANEN 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Tikkanen  were  married  in 
September  1900  in  Finland.  They  moved  to  Biwabik, 
Minnesota,  that  same  fall  and  came  to  their  farm  in 
Homestead  township  in  April  1901.  Mr.  Tikkanen  had 
worked  in  this  community  for  seven  years  prior  to  his 
marriage.  He  was  born  in  Kiuruvesi,  Finland,  on  May 
30,  1872  and  died  here  on  January  10,  1931.  Mrs.  Tik- 
kanen (nee  Mary  Rytkonen)  was  born  in  the  same 
community  in  Finland  on  June  1,  1879.  She  moved 
into  the  village  in  1946  and  passed  away  here  on 
January  1,  1954.  They  had  three  sons.  Pictured  above 
are  Jeff,  Fred,  and  Walter.  Fred  died  in  1929;  Jeff 
operates  the  old  family  farm  now  consisting  of  320 
acres,  and  Walter  is  cashier  in  the  Farmers  and 
Merchants  State  Bank  in  New  York  Mills. 

Jeff  Tikkanen  was  married  to  Emma  Kauppi  of 
this  community  on  March  13,  1937.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  Mary  (Mrs.  Richard  Channell) 
of  Hawthorne,  California,  Alice  and  Allan  at  home. 

Walter  Tikkanen  married  Helen  Ollie  of  this  com- 
munity on  January  16,  1932.  One  son,  Roger,  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  two.  They  have  two  other  sons, 
Warren  and  Stanley. 
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MRS.  JACOB  WILLIAM 
JACOBSON 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JACOB  WILLIAM  JACOBSON 

Jacob  William  Jacobson 
(Kinnunen)  was  born  in  Tor- 
nio,  Finland,  September  13, 
1853.  At  an  early  age  he 
came  to  Calumet,  Michigan, 
where  he  worked  in  the  cop- 
per mines.  He  was  married 
to  Kaisa  Liisa  Kahkonen 
and,  in  1883,  with  his  fam- 
ily, moved  to  Minnesota. 
They  settled  first  on  a  farm 
in  Leaf  Lake  township  and 
later  moved  to  the  farm  in 
Newton  township  which  is 
now  owned  by  a  grandson, 
Richard  Jacobson,  Jr. 

Mr.  Jacobson  worked  for 
a  number  of  years  in  the 
Farmers  store  in  New  York  Mills,  besides  farming.  A 
public  spirited  man,  he  served  on  the  boards  of  many 
organizations,  such  as  the  creamery,  telephone  com- 
pany, and  the  Apostolic  Lutheran  church.  He  served 
for  several  years  as  president  of  the  First  State  Bank. 

Six  of  his  family  of  13  children  survive  him.  Four 
grandsons  live  in  the  New  York  Mills  community. 
Richard,  George  and  Ted  Jacobson  and  Russell  who  is 
employed  in  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  State  Bank. 
Mr.  Jacobson  died  November  9,  1925.  She  died  in  1947. 

Their  children  are  Walter,  Marian  (Mrs.  Sumi),  Jen- 
nie (Mrs.  Wm.  Johanson),  Jalmar,  Arthur,  Philip. 
Children  who  are  deceased  are  Edla  Maria  (Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Oman),  Richard,  Alfred,  Ernest,  Annie,  Arnold 
and  another  daughter  named  Annie. 

MANLEY  AND  OLLILA  FAMILY 

"Tick  tock,  says  the  clock  on  the  Ollila  farm,  I'm 
the  oldest  pioneer  here.  I  was  here  to  welcome  Mike 
Manley  and  his  wife,  Anna  Elizabeth,  their  two  sons, 
Evert  and  Adolph.  They  came  to  this  farm  from 
Osceola,  Michigan  on  July  28,  1894.  This  farm  they 
purchased  from  Mr.  Selstrom.  Louis  Hiltunen  was  the 
first  owner.  He  bought  the  land  from  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  in  1891. 

The  first  pioneer  said  that  a  stream,  a  natural 
water  course,  ran  northeast  to  south  through  the 
farm,  on  which  the  Indians  paddled  their  canoes. 

Mike  Manley  was  born  in  Laihia,  Finland,  in  1868. 
He  was  married  to  Anna  Elizabeth  Ekman  October  29, 
1892  in  Osceola,  Michigan.  He  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  30  (1898)  on  the  present  Ollila  farm.  Surviving  child- 
ren are  Elsie  Manley  Sarkkinen  and  Evert  W.  Man- 
ley.  Adolph  Manley  passed  away  March  29,  1926,  in 
Carlton,  Minnesota,  at  the  age  of  38.  Children  of  the 
Adolph  Manley's  are  Stuart,  who  has  four  children; 
Mrs.  Avis  Mattson,  Richard,  Mrs.  Ray  Helgie. 

Mrs.  Anna  E.  Manley  Ollila  (nee  Ekman)  was  born 
in  Laihia,  Finland,  August  18,  1868.  After  the  death 
of  her  husband  she  married  Andrew  Ollila  in  1900. 
She  passed  away  Aug,  23,  1951,  at  the  age  of  83,  at  her 
home  on  Broadway  in  New  York  Mills.  She  lived  to  see 
much  progress.  The  first  grain  on  the  farm  was 
harvested  by  oxen  team  driven  by  Arthur  Peterson, 
whose  father  owned  the  oxen.  She  saw  the  combine 
used  for  harvesting.  Art  Peterson  visited  the  farm  to 


see  the  combine  at  work  on  the  same  grain  field  he 
had  driven  the  oxen. 

Andrew  Ollila  was  born  November  10,  1859,  in  Yli- 
vieska,  Finland.  He  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1888. 
He  slept  one  night  in  Mills  on  the  floor  of  an  inn.  The 
next  morning  he  walked  to  his  friend's  home  in  Wolf 
Lake.  He  also  worked  in  the  mines  at  Eveleth,  Minne- 
sota. Ollila  bought  a  forty  acre  farm,  the  land  now 
owned  by  Jeff  Tikkanen,  in  1892.  After  his  marriage 
he  moved  to  live  on  the  farm  of  his  wife,  where  he 
lived  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  passed  away  July 
29,  1932  at  the  age  of  75.  Surviving  are  three  sons,  Eli 
and  Levi  on  the  home  farm  and  Melvin  on  the  old  Keto- 
maki  farm.  Grandchildren  are  Melvin  Ollila's  children 
Janet,  Kathy  and  Rodney. 

Tick  tock,  says  the  clock,  I  hope  to  live  with  the  fam- 
ily to  the  end  of  my  days." — Mrs.  Sarkkinen. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  PETER  MAIJALA  AND  FAMILY 

Reading  from  left  to  right  (back  row):  Olga  (Mrs. 
Wm.  Kaisalahti),  William,  John,  Arne,  and  Urho.  Front 
row:  Matt,  Mrs.  Maijala  (Kreta  Rautio),  holding  son 
who  died  as  a  child,  Mr.  Maijala  holding  son  Eino, 
and  Andrew. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Maijala  were  married  in  Finland 
and  arrived  here  with  several  of  their  children  shortly 
before  1900.  They  lived  on  a  farm  west  of  Heinola,  They 
have  been  dead  for  a  number  of  years  and  are  buried 
in  Prairie  cemetery.  Of  the  group  pictured  only  John 
and  Matt  are  now  living.  They  reside  in  Duluth. 

William  married  Helmi  Karhoja  in  1914.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  only  one  of  whom  now 
resides  in  this  community.  Rudy  Maijala  is  married  and 
lives  with  his  family  on  a  farm  in  Butler  township.  Arne 
married  Mamie  Wirkkala  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  none  of  whom  live  here.  John  married 
Hilda  Mattson  and  they  had  a  son  and  daughter.  And- 
rew married  Hilda  Hill  and  they  had  one  daughter.  Olga 
Maijala  married  William  Kaisalahti. 

MRS.  MARY  (RUNTTI)  ANDERSON 

Mrs.  Mary  (Runtti)  Anderson  was  born  May  15,  1866, 
in  Oulu,  Finland,  the  daughter  of  Erick  and  Fredrika 
Runtti.  She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1872  and  to 
New  York  Mills  in  1879,  having  lived  for  seven  years 
in  Ohio  before  coming  here.  Her  father  took  a  home- 
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stead  in  Leaf  Lake  township  where  they  lived  for 
20  years  before  moving  into  the  village  in  1900.  Her 
father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  helped  build 
elevators  in  this  section.  He  had  been  a  sailor  in 
Finland. 

Mary  Runtti  was  married  to  Andrew  Anderson  on 
June  4,  1881,  at  Fergus  Falls.  It  took  four  days  to 
make  the  round  trip  to  Fergus  Falls  in  those  days.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  born  on  January  6,  1854,  in  Kalvia,  Fin- 
land. He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1872,  living  at 
Titusville  and  Ashtabula  Harbor,  Ohio,  before  coming 
here  on  the  same  train  as  his  future  wife  did.  He 
bought  railroad  land  in  Leaf  Lake  township  at  that 
time  and  this  became  their  home  after  they  were  mar- 
ried. Mr.  Anderson  died  on  March  25,  1924.  Mrs. 
Anderson  died  September  3,  1938. 

They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Maria  Sophia,  Andreas  Emil,  Lydia  Fredricka,  Hulda 
Alida,  John  Ludvig,  Ida  Alvina,  Alma  Irene,  George 
Edwin,  William  Alfred,  Vernon  Milton. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  MATT  KIVIAHO 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matt  Kiviaho  were  both  born  in  Lappa- 
jarvi,  Finland.  They  first  settled  in  Calumet,  Michigan, 
upon  their  arrival  in  the  United  States  from  Finland  in 
the  year  1887.  They  came  from  there  to  New  York 
Mills  in  1901,  purching  a  farm  in  Newton  township. 
Their  children  are  Hulda  (Mrs.  Andrew  Kastama),  Mrs. 
Olga  Harding,  Mrs.  Grace  Lempi  Blair,  Elaine  Impi 
(Mrs.  Henry  Kastama),  Albert,  Leonard  (deceased). 

THE  KIMINKI  AND  SAARI  FAMILIES 

Herman  Kiminki  was  born  in  Atsari,  Finland,  in  1872. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1889,  settling  first  in 
Ishpeming,  Michigan,  and  then  coming  to  Tower,  Minne- 
sota. He  made  his  first  visit  to  this  community  in  the 
1890's,  working  here  one  summer.  In  1898  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Hilma  Lovisa  Saari  at  Soudan,  Minnesota. 
Mrs.  Saari  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Saari  who  settled  in  the  Leaf  Lake  area  in  the  1880's. 
Mrs.  and  Mrs,  Kiminki  came  to  New  York  Mills  to  live 
n  1906  when  they  established  themselves  on  a  farm 
located  three  miles  east  of  the  village.  Mr.  Kimiski 
died  in  1943  in  Hibbing  and  Mrs.  Kiminki  remarried 
and  is  living  in  Hibbing  wth  her  husband,  Andrew 
Bajunpaa.  Ther  children  are  Harold,  George,  Ray,  Will- 
ard  and  Ina. 

John  Saari  preceded  his  family  in  coming  to  the 
United  States.  His  wife  and  children  followed  a  couple 
of  years  later.  Hilma  Lovisa  was  born  in  Lohtaja,  Fin- 
land, in  1879.  Children  of  the  Saari's  are  Hilma,  Fiina, 
John  and  Jacob  (twins),  and  Alfred.  The  third  genera- 
tion of  their  family,  Jake,  now  runs  the  home  farm. 


Another  son  and  his  family,  Art,  live  on  a  neighboring 
afrm. 

When  Mr.  Saari  came  here,  the  Indian  tribes  were 
still  in  a  belligerant  mood  towards  each  other,  and 
he  remembered  the  last  battle  fought  between  the 
Sioux  and  the  Chippewa  in  this  area  on  the  prairie- 
land  between  Leaf  Lake  and  Perham.  He  also  recalled 
when  the  St.  Paupl  House  in  Ottertail  was  a  trading 
post  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHARLES  RUOHOLA 


Erkkia  and  Anna  Ruohola  came  to  the  United  States 
from  Finland  in  1887.  He  was  born  there  in  1859  and 
died  in  1929.  She  was  born  in  1848  and  died  in  1937. 
Their  children  are  Gusti  Karl,  Antti,  Charles,  Maija. 
The  above  picture  of  the  family  was  taken  in  1900. 
Toivo  Hofgren  at  the  left  in  the  picture,  was  visiting 
there  when  the  picture  was  taken.  The  family  still  op- 
erates the  same  farm  in  Newton  township. 

JACOB  HEPOKOSKI 

Jacob  Hepokoski  was  born  in  Finland  September  29, 
1846.  He  was  married  in  Finland  to  Maria  Kokela  on 
September  29,  1869,  They  were  the  parents  fo  eight 
children:  three  of  whom  are  recorded  as  Matt,  Henry, 
and  John.  His  first  wife  died  in  May  1881  in  Finland. 
In  1882  he  came  to  Otto  township  from  Finland  and  on 
May  19,  1886,  he  married  Anna  Piippo.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Eli,  Benjamin,  Otto,  Sam, 
Adolph  and  a  daughter.  She  died  December  18,  1927, 
and  he  died  June  23,  1935. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  CHRIST  OLSEN 

Mr.  an  Mrs.  Christ  Olsen  were  married  in  Norway 
in  1875.  Mrs.  Olsen  had  been  born  in  Finland  in  1861. 
They  settled  in  Otto  township  in  1882,  They  were  the 
parents  of  13  children,  six  of  whom  are:  Mrs.  Hjalmer 
Strolberg,  Mrs.  George  Underwood,  Ivan,  Hjalmar,  Reu- 
ben and  Ralph.  She  died  January  22,  1935.  He  has 
also  passed  on. 

FRED  REYNOLDS 

Fred  Reynolds  was  born  at  Bluffton,  Iowa,  Novem- 
ber 4,  1959.  Following  his  marriage  in  Iowa,  he  and 
Mrs.  Reynolds  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1881.  He 
died  here  on  March  31,  1933.  Mrs.  Reynolds  preceded 
him  in  death.  Mr.  Reynolds  worked  in  the  sawmills  here 
for  about  a  year  before  buying  a  farm  in  Otto  township. 
They  moved  back  into  town  in  1900  and  Mrs.  Reynolds 
operated  a  butcher  shop  here  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  later  turned  it  into  a  restaurant,  known  as  Rey- 
nolds Cafe,  which  he  operated  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  They  were  the  parents  of  11  children.  Those 
who  have  died  are  Elmer,  Frances,  Nathan,  Remaining 
children  are  Mildred  (Mrs.  David  Fiske),  George,  Ruth 
(Mrs.  J.  E.  Miller),  Clyde,  Charles,  Roland,  and  Claire. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  SEPPALA 

John  Seppala  was  born  in  Finland  in  1865  from 
where  he  came  to  Calumet,  Michigan.  In  Calumet  he 
was  married  in  1890  to  Maria  Bielahti  who  was  born 
in  Peraseinajoki,  Finland  on  March  13,  1868. 

The  Seppalas  came  to  this  community  in  1899  and 
operated  a  farm  in  Newton  township  until  1930  when 
they  moved  into  town.  Mr.  Seppala  passed  away  in 
1937.  Mrs.  Seppala  continued  to  live  here  until  her 
death  on  October  19,  1956.  She  spent  the  winters  with 
her  children  in  Minneapolis  during  the  later  years  of 
her  life  and  passed  away  there  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Walter  Karvonen. 

The  Seppalas  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  four 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Surviving  are  two  daugh- 
ters, Linda  (Mrs.  Alvin  Morey  of  New  York  Mills)  and 
Tillie  (Mrs.  Walter  Karvonen  of  Minneapolis). 

Mrs.  Seppala  was  88  years,  seven  months,  and  six 
days  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

MRS.  IDA  (LINDSTROM)  BRAA 

Mrs.  Ida  Braa,  nee  Lindstrom,  was  born  April  15, 
1855,  at  Lelli,  Finland.  She  was  married  in  Finland  to 
John  Nissila  and  they  came  directly  to  New  York  Mills 
from  Finland  in  1889.  Mr.  Nissila  was  a  minister  in 
New  York  Mills.  He  died  March  2,  1918.  She  married 
again  on  October  15,  1922,  to  Alexander  Braa.  He  died 
February  21,  1923.  She  never  had  any  children  of  her 
own.  Her  second  husband  had  three  boys  and  two  daugh- 
ters by  his  former  marriage.  Mrs.  Braa  died  in  1952. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  NEUVONEN 

John  Neuvonen  was  born  June  20,  1861  in  Oulu,  Fin- 
land. He  married  Mary  Salama  on  December  25,  1887, 
who  was  born  in  1866  in  Oulu.  They  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1882,  living  in  Ishpeming,  Michigan  for  20 
years  before  coming  here  in  1902.  They  bought  a  farm 
four  miles  north  of  town  and  lived  there  until  they 
moved  into  town  in  1918.  They  had  the  following  child- 
ren: Hilma,  Jennie,  Lydia,  Ida,  Willie,  Waino,  August, 
and  Hannah.  Mr.  Neuvonen  died  in  1949  and  Mrs. 
Neuvonen  died  in  1947. 


OLOF  MATALA 


Olof  Matala  came  to  New 
York  Mills  from  Tornio,  Fin- 
land, where  he  was  born  in 
1846.  He  came  here  in  1882 
with  a  transportation  ticket 
sent  to  him  by  his  brother- 
l  in-law,  Isaac  West.  His  wife, 
Maria  Karolina,  came  two 
years  later  accompanied  by 
t  heir  son,  John.  He  operated 
an  80-acre  farm,  also  did 
logging  and  was  a  cattle 
buyer.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  one  daughter,  Kath- 
arina  (Mrs.  Christian  Tervo 
of  Victoria,  Canada),  and 
four  sons:  John,  who  died 
as  a  young  man;  Olof  Jr., 
who  never  married;  Evert, 
who  was  wed  here  to  Ella 
Haarala,  and  Charles,  who 
married  Anna  Koste  in 
1910.  They  have  all  passed 
away. 

Charles  Matala  worked  first  as  a  clerk  in  the  store 
operated  by  Olaf  Pary  and  also  for  the  Farmer's  Mer- 
cantile Association.  Later  he  purchased  a  store  and 
operated  it  for  a  number  of  years  under  the  name 
Matala's  Big  Store.  It  was  located  in  the  present 
Karvonen  and  Son  Furniture  store  building.  Later  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Matala  operated  a  cafe  here  for  a  number  of 
years.  Mr.  Matala  passed  away  March  1,  1937.  Mrs.  Ma- 
tala, now  Mrs.  Levi  Peterson,  still  lives  in  New  York 
Mills.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Matala  were  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Mildred  (Mrs.  Kenneth  Pollard)  of 
New  York  Mills,  Carl  of  Bemidji  and  Maria  (Mrs.  Ro- 
bert Lowdon)  of  Forth  Worth,  Texas. 

REV.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  MURSU 

The  Rev.  John  Mursu  was  born  in  Ii,  Finland,  June  2, 
1847.  He  was  married  to  Katri  Hoyhtya  in  Finland  in 
1876.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1880.  Mrs.  Mursu 
and  two  children  were  to  have  accompanied  him,  but 
the  children  became  ill  and  they  had  to  stay  behind. 
The  children  died  and  she  came  here  the  following  year. 
They  immediately  homesteaded  a  farm  in  Leaf  Lake 
township  which  he  operated  in  addition  to  caring  for 
his  duties  as  a  minister  of  the  Apostolic  Lutheran 
Church.  He  was  a  minister  for  the  congregation  for  38 
years.  He  performed  his  first  baptism  on  February  18, 
1883;  his  first  wedding  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Pantsari  of 
Paddock  township)  on  May  1,  1895;  his  first  funeral  on 
September  30,  1883.  He  confirmed  816  young  people 
during  the  time  he  served  the  congregation.  He  also 
made  frequent  trips  to  North  and  South  Dakota  to  serve 
congregations  there  and  went  as  far  as  California, 
Washington  and  Oregon  as  well  as  Canada  on  pastoral 
trips.  He  died  October  26,  1911.  She  died  in  May  1942. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  more  children  born  here. 
They  are  Knut  Walter,  Anna  Victoria,  Arthur  Abiel, 
Hulda  Lydia,  who  are  now  living,  and  Maria  Johanna 
and  Johan  Henrick,  who  are  deceased. 

Walter  Mursu,  who  still  resides  in  New  York  Mills, 
married  Hulda  Karhoja  on  October  16,  1910.  He  was 
treasurer  of  the  local  Apostolic  Lutheran  congregation 
from  1931  to  1948  and  also  served  as  minister  for  the 
congregation  from  1933  to  1950.  They  have  seven  child- 
ren who  are  now  living:  Roland,  Eleanor,  Aina,  Robert, 
John,  Martin,  and  Verna;  two  have  passed  away. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  FREDERICK  POHTILA 

The  Frederick  Pohtila  family  came  to  New  York  Mills 
in  1890,  settling  on  an  80-acre  farm  two  miles  south  of 
the  village.  They  came  here  from  Calumet,  Michigan. 
Mrs.  Pohtila  was  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac 
Oman.  Mr.  Pohtila  had  served  on  school  and  township 
boards  during  those  early  days.  He  died  in  1943  and 
she  in  1932. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  AUGUST  THEODOR  MiSCHKE 


August  Theodor  Mischke  was  born  in  Elsenthal, 
Germany,  August  23,  1855.  His  wife,  Elenora  Louisa 
Groenke,  was  born  in  Groz  Podlaz,  Germany,  September 
2,  1862.  On  February  20,  1881,  they  were  married  and 
came  to  Minnesota  in  1885.  After  living  for  a  short 
while  at  Young  America,  Minn.,  they  moved  to  Corliss 
township.  This  was  in  1888.  Mr.  Mischke  died  Septem- 
ber 15,  1924  and  Mrs.  Mischke  June  9,  1942.  Their 
children  are  Albert  (deceased),  Edward,  Henry,  August, 
Emil,  Paul,  Minnie,  Martha,  Emma,  Hulda,  Theresa. 
The  Mischke's  were  among  the  eight  families  in  Cor- 
liss township  that  were  instrumental  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  St.  John's  Lutheran  church  there.  During  the 
early  years  services  were  held  in  homes,  then  in  a 
school  building  and  finally  in  their  own  church  build- 
ing, the  first  of  which  built  in  1892.  The  present  church 
was  built  in  1929. 


and  took  a  homestead  in  Deer  Creek  township.  They 
lived  in  a  log  cabin  until  they  built  their  large  farm- 
house. Being  located  near  a  crossroads  this  home  was 
used  as  an  inn  by  the  many  travelers  who  passed  that 
way.  One  room  of  the  house  was  used  as  a  schoolhouse 
for  two  years  and  womenfolk  would  also  gather  there 
to  spin,  knit,  weave  and  sew.  Mr.  Tuomela  was  a  "vet- 
erinarian", taking  care  of  all  of  the  sick  horses  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  also  had  a  brick  yard.  He  died  in 
1918  and  she  died  in  1917. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  WALTER  W.  REYNOLDS 

Walter  W.  Reynolds  was  born  in  Bluffton,  Iowa, 
October  5,  1886,  and  came  to  Otto  township  in  1879. 
He  and  Susan  Dooley  were  married  in  Homestead 
township  on  December  8,  1897.  He  had  been  a  township 
supervisor  and  school  board  member  for  many  years. 
He  died  November  3,  1956.  Mrs.  Reynolds  is  living  with 
a  daughter,  Mrs.  Ezra  Russell,  in  Wadena.  Their  child- 
ren are:  Mrs.  Joe  Russell,  Mrs.  Ezra  Russell,  Melvin, 
Marlin  and  Joie. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  CHRISTIAN  STEBE 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  Stebe  were  married  in  Dan- 
ville, Illinois,  in  1864.  Caroline  Stebe  was  born  in  Ger- 
many July  22,  1847.  She  came  to  the  United  States 
with  her  parents  in  1861.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stebe  moved 
from  Illinois  to  Perham  township  in  1887  and  in  1896 
moved  to  a  farm  in  Homestead  township  where  they 
made  their  home  until  they  died.  Mr.  Stebe  died  in  the 
year  1900  and  Mrs.  Stebe  died  June  19,  1925.  They 
were  the  parents  of  17  children,  ten  of  whom  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Mrs.  Adolph  Andrews,  John,  Mrs. 
Julius  Fischer,  Mrs.  A.  Ramsay,  Mrs.  Frank  Reynolds, 
Mrs.  Otto  Rothiger,  Richard,  Ed,  Emma,  and  Willie. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  PETER  HOYHTYA 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ANDREW  TUOMELA 


Andrew  and  Kaisa  Tuomela  were  born  in  Finland 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1874.  They  settled  in 
Brainerd  until  1877  when  they  came  to  New  York  Mills 


Peter  Hoyhtya  was  born  June  29,  1859,  in  Ojajarvi, 
Finland.  In  1880  he  came  directly  to  New  York  Mills 
from  Finland  to  work  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Andrew  Puupera.  On  May  17,  1881,  he  married  Anna 
Puupera,  daughter  of  his  employer.  She  was  born  in 
Oulu,  Finland,  October  26,  1866.  The  history  of  the 
Puupera  family,  one  of  two  first  Finnish  families  to 
come  here,  is  related  in  the  fore  section  of  this  history. 
They  continued  living  on  the  Puupera  homestead,  later 
becoming  its  owners.  They  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary  on  May  17,  1941.  They  were  the 
parents  of  15  children,  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
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Also  deceased  are  Edna  (Mrs.  Richard  Tumberg)  and 
Anna  (Mrs.  Peter  Blom).  Remaining  children  are  John, 
Abner,  Adolph,  Julia  (Mrs.  Jack  Johnson),  Hulda  (Mrs. 
Abner  Hentila),  Esther  and  Martha,  Mrs.  Selma  Amberg. 
Mr.  Hoyhtya  died  in  1944  and  Mrs.  Hoyhtya  in  1945. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  AUGUST  ROUSU 

Mrs.  Anastina  Rousu,  nee  Peltoniemi,  was  born  in 
Kemijarvi,  Finland,  May  20,  1855.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1878,  settling  in  Calumet,  Michigan, 
where  she  lived  for  20  years.  She  was  married  there 
to  Erick  August  Rousu  February  19,  1880.  He  was  born 
May  28,  1860,  at  Tornio,  Finland.  They  came  to  New 
York  Mills  in  1898  and  farmed  in  Newton  township 
until  November  1918  when  they  sold  their  farm  and 
purchased  a  home  in  town.  He  died  on  July  31,  1922. 
She  died  in  the  1940's.  They  were  the  parents  of  one 
son,  Carl  William,  born  November  11,  1881.  He  married 
Emelia  Ruokangas  and  they  had  five  children.  He 
died  in  September  1917  when  the  wheels  of  a  gang 
plow  ran  over  him  while  he  was  working  in  the  fields. 
His  wife  died  two  years  later  and  the  children  were 
left  for  the  grandmother  to  raise.  Their  names  are 
Wilfred,  Edwin,  Ernest,  Viola,  and  Edna. 

JOHN  G.  COULTER 

John  G.  Coulter  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July 
7,  1871,  the  son  of  John  C.  and  Margaret  Gordon  Coul- 
ter. The  father  was  born  in  Louth  county,  Ireland,  in 
1838  and  Mrs.  Coulter  in  Antrim  county,  Ireland,  in 
1848.  They  were  educated  in  the  schools  of  Ireland, 
after  which  they  taught  school  until  they  were  mar- 
ried in  July  1870.  They  came  immediately  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Cleveland  where  John  G.  was  born. 
Another  son  Charles  was  born  in  Michigan.  He  has 
been  a  doctor  in  Great  Falls,  Montana.  The  family 
came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1878.  They  homesteaded  80 
acres  in  Newton  township  about  a  mile  south  of  the 
village.  They  later  added  another  80  acres  to  the  farm. 

John  C.  Coulter  died  in  Ireland  in  1919  and  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Coulter  died  here  in  1922.  Mr.  Coulter  had  gone 
to  Ireland  in  1913  to  claim  an  inheritance  from  a  de- 
ceased brother.  While  there  he  became  ill  and  during 
that  time  World  War  I  started  and  he  was  unable  to 
get  a  passport  to  return  to  the  United  States  and  had 
to  remain  in  Ireland.  He  did  not  get  the  inheritance, 
either. 

John  G.  Coulter  lived  in  this  community  continuous- 
ly up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  made  one 
trip  to  Ireland  in  1899  and  an  aunt  and  his  grandfather 
accompanied  him  back.  He  worked  with  his  father  on 


the  farm  until  1913  when  his  father  went  to  Ireland 
and  he  then  assumed  full  management  of  the  farm.  He 
held  the  unusual  record  of  having  operated  a  grain 
binder  during  51  consecutive  seasons.  On  February 
7,  1923,  he  was  married  to  Lempi  Peterson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Peterson,  Newton  township  pio- 
neers. She  was  born  April  1,  1902.  They  had  six  child- 
ren: Lawrence,  Dorothy,  James  (deceased),  Muriel,  John 
and  Delores. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  JULIUS  FISCHER 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Julius  Fischer  were  married  March 
15,  1894,  in  Perham.  They  settled  on  a  farm  in  Home- 
stead township.  Mrs.  Fischer,  nee  Bertha  Stebe,  was 
born  in  Danville,  Illinois,  on  September  6,  1871,  and 
came  to  Otter  Tail  county  with  her  parents  in  1887. 
Mr.  Fischer  was  postmaster  in  New  York  Mills  for 
many  years.  He  died  September  25,  1924.  She  passed 
away  October  22,  1944.  Their  children  are  Edwin  (de- 
ceased), Louise  (Mrs.  William  Bahls,  deceased),  Minnie 
(Mrs.  Oscar  Soller),  Esther  (Mrs.  Earl  Gessner),  John 
(deceased),  and  Herman. 

Herman  Fischer  married  Jennie  Kahilainen  and  they 
live  in  St.  Paul. 

Ed  Fischer,  born  March  14,  1897,  in  homestead 
township,  married  Esther  Hultman  on  October  14,  1917. 
He  died  on  January  23,  1958.  Mrs,  Fischer  lives  on 
the  home  farm  with  sons  Harold  and  Gordon.  A  daugh- 
ter, Margaret  (Mrs.  Wilmer  Redetzke),  lives  in  Chis- 
holm.  Mr.  Fischer  had  served  on  the  town  board  in 
Homestead  for  20  years  and  on  the  school  boards  in 
District  211  and  Consolidated  District  47  for  over 
30  years,  having  been  chairman  of  the  latter  board 
for  about  five  years. 


BRUNO  OSCAR  TELIN 

Bruno  Oscar  Telin  was  born  on  the  Telin  farmstead 
in  Newton  township  September  13,  1902.  His  parent's, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Telin,  live  on  the  south  side  of 
the  village  and  Bruno  makes  his  home  with  them.  He 
has  been  a  reporter  for  Finnish  language  newspapers 
in  the  United  States  for  the  past  40  years,  at  present 
he  still  writes  occasionally  for  The  Finnish  American 
News  of  Calumet,  Mich.,  and  the  Minnesotan  Uutiset 
in  New  York  Mills. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  FRANZ  HERMAN  MAASCH 


Franz  Herman  Maasch  was  born  in  Germany  on  Sep- 
tember 6,  1874.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1884, 
living  at  Henderson  and  Wood  Lake.  He  came  to  New 
York  Mills  in  1899  and  bought  a  farm  in  Homestead 
township  in  January  1901.  He  had  once  walked  to  New 
York  Mills  and  once  came  on  bicycle  to  New  York  Mills 
from  his  former  home  in  Henderson,  a  distance  of 
180  miles.  On  March  5,  1905,  he  married  Miss  Ida 
Boese.  They  had  13  children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
Mr.  Maasch  died  in  October,  1947.  He  had  been  inter- 
ested in  civic  affairs  and  served  on  the  school  board  in 
District  186  for  30  years  and  also  held  township  office 
and  other  such  positions.  Their  children  are  Anna 
(Mrs.  Arnold  Selander),  Carl,  Alvin,  Louise  (Mrs.  Rich- 
ard Russell),  Otto,  Walter,  Laura,  Herbert,  Margaret 
(Mrs.  Richard  Urick),  Edward,  Ernest,  Marvin  and 
Verna  (Mrs.  Alex  Pikkarainen). 

HIRAM  BUTTON 

Hiram  Button  came  to  Newton  township  in  1879  and 
hewed  a  farm  home  for  his  family  out  of  the  wilder- 
ness. He  was  born  in  Chautaugua  county,  New  York,  on 
February  12,  1831.  His  father  was  Albert  Button  of  New 
England  and  his  mother,  Mary  Collins,  a  "Quakeress", 
also  of  New  England.  The  parents  moved  to  New  York 
state  where  Hiram  was  born  and  attended  school.  His 
last  teacher  there  was  Margaret  Greeley,  a  sister  of 
Horace  Greeley.  In  1848  the  family  moved  to  Alden, 
Iowa,  In  1850  the  father  Button  joined  the  "California 
Gold  Rush"  but  returned  home  five  years  later  after 
a  discouraging  experience  in  looking  for  gold.  In  1859 
Hiram  met  and  married  Annie  M.  Bolden.  In  1879  the 
family  decided  to  move  to  Minnesota  because  of  Mrs. 
Button's  health.  They  came  with  covered  wagons  and 
ox  team  arriving  here  after  three  weeks.  They  home- 
steaded  in  section  26,  of  Newton  township.  Through  his 
energy  and  interest  the  school  in  District  133  was 
built  to  help  educate  their  11  children.  This  has  since 
been  known  as  the  "Button"  school.  They  had  11  child- 
ren: Charley,  Adrian,  Florence,  Asher,  Jessie  (Mrs. 
Tranby),  Alvin,  Oscar,  Mabel,  Fannie,  Myrtle.  Mr.  But- 
ton died  September  20,  1901,  and  Mrs.  Button  January 
9,  1918.  Mr.  Button  held  many  civic  posts  and  had  also 
been  an  agent  for  the  Cathcart  Co.  of  St.  Paul  and  the 
New  York  Mills  Company. 


DAVID  TULLUS  JR. 

David  Tullus  Jr.  was  born  in  Canada  (60  miles  east 
of  Ottawa)  on  February  15,  1858.  His  father,  David 
Tullus  Sr.  (born  in  Scotland),  homesteaded  160  acres 
in  section  18  of  Newton  township  in  1881.  Mrs.  Matilda 
Tullus  (born  in  Canada)  and  children  came  here  in  1882. 
There  were  seven  children  in  the  family:  Charlotte, 
John,  Arthur,  Maggie,  Thomas,  David  and  Mary.  David 
Tullus  Sr.  died  in  1908  and  Mrs.  Tullus  in  1895. 

David  Tullus  Jr.  operated  the  farm  until  his  retire- 
ment when  he  continued  to  live  there  and  rented  out 
the  fields  until  he  died.  He  was  a  single  man. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  PETER  JYRKAS 

Peter  Jyrkas  was  born  in  Finland  on  December  12, 
1862.  He  came  alone  to  the  United  States  in  1882.  After 
living  in  Brainerd  for  a  few  months  he  came  to  New 
York  Mills.  He  worked  for  the  railroad  from  the  time 
of  his  arrival  until  1919.  In  1900  he  also  purchased  an 
80-acre  farm  from  Herman  Blomberg  in  Newton  town- 
ship. On  May  9,  1890,  he  was  married  to  Johanna  Nie- 
mela,  who  was  born  November  30,  1871,  in  Finland. 
They  were  the  parents  of  16  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  listed  as  follows:  John,  Oscar,  Everett,  August, 
Hilma,  Fina,  Walter.  Albert,  and  Elina. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  FRED  F.  KERTSCHER 


Fred  F.  Kertscher  was  born  in  Germany  in  1858. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1877,  settling  in  Wis- 
consin. In  1877,  he  left  West  Bend,  Wisconsin  to  take 
a  homestead  in  section  18  of  Blowers  township.  In  1888 
he  married  Jennie  Pendergrast  who  had  come  here  with 
her  parents  from  Michigan  where  she  had  been  born  in 
1865.  The  Pendergrast  family  made  the  long  trip  from 
Michigan  to  New  York  Mills  in  a  covered  wagon.  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Kertscher  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
Delia,  Winnifred,  Leonard,  Lawrence,  Agnes,  Nina, 
Vera,  and  Bessie.  They  all  are  living  except  Winnifred. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  PAJARI 

Henry  Pajari  was  the  son  of  Olaf  and  Annie  Pajari, 
whose  biography  is  recorded  on  another  page.  He  was 
born  in  Tervola,  Finland,  October  21,  1855  and  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  in  1871.  He  at- 
tended school  in  Finland.  After  coming  to  the  United 
States  he  worked  on  the  railroad  at  L'Anse,  Michigan. 
A  few  years  later  he  moved  to  Michigamme,  Michigan, 
where  he  worked  for  several  years.  He  came  to  New 
York  Mills  in  1883,  buying  a  farm  in  Newton  township. 
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For  some  years  he  did  exploration  work  for  iron  ore 
on  the  Mesaba,  Vermilion  and  Cayuna  ranges.  His 
name  is  mentioned  among  the  first  explorers  on  the 
Iron  Range.  In  1898  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Piek- 
kola.  They  were  parents  of  12  children.  They  are: 
John,  William,  Bernice,  Jennie,  Selma,  Elizabeth,  Elean- 
or, Esther,  Julia,  and  George.  He  died  March  19,  1934, 
and  she  died  in  1926.  Mr.  Pajari  served  in  various  pub- 
lic offices  and  on  the  board  of  the  local  creamery.  A 
son,  John  Pajari,  and  his  family  live  on  the  original 
home  farm. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ABRAM  KAISALAHTI 

Abram  Kaisalahti  was  born  in  1851  in  Kemijarvi, 
Finland.  He  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Calu- 
met, Mich.,  in  the  early  1870's.  There  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Susanna  Peltoniemi,  who  was  also  born  in  Kemi- 
jarvi. Mr.  Kaisalahti  worked  for  about  seven  years  in 
Calumet  before  they  moved  to  New  York  Mills,  set- 
tling on  a  farm  in  Leaf  Lake  township  in  1880.  They 
had  four  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Living 
at  this  time  are  William  and  Anselm,  both  in  New 
York  Mills.  She  died  in  1893.  Mr.  Kaisalahti  then 
married  Sofia  Kleemetti  in  1894.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children.  One,  Annie,  died  in  childhood, 
and  Hulda  and  Olga  died  in  adulthood.  Remaining  child- 
ren are  Charles,  Emil,  Minnie,  Wendla,  Martha,  Julia. 
Mr.  Kaisalahti  died  in  1930. 


Mollic  McKee  of  Roseville,  Illinois  on  September  23, 
1882.  Mrs.  Kimberlin  was  born  June  23,  1855  at  Brush 
Creek,  Ohio. 

In  November,  1882,  shortly  after  their  marriage,  they 
came  to  New  York  Mills.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them  here:  Archie  Nelson  Kimberlin,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  nine  on  December  12,  1892.  Stella  Elizabeth 
Kimberlin  (Mrs.  G.  C.  Noel),  born  November  2,  1885, 
now  living  in  California;  and  Odah  Irene  Kimberlin, 
born  October  10,  1887  (Mrs.  Harry  Johnson  of  Oakland, 
California.) 

Mr.  Kimberlin  was  employed  by  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  for  many  years.  He  passed  away  here  on  April 
25,  1923.  He  was  a  jolly  man  whom  everyone  loved 
and  respected.  After  Mr.  Kimberlin's  death  his  wife 
went  to  California  to  make  her  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter. She  died  in  Oakland  in  1938  at  the  age  of  83. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM  KAISALAHTI 

William  Kaisalahti  was 
born  in  Leaf  Lake  township 
on  January  28,  1884,  the 
son  of  Abram  and  Susanna 
Kaisalahti.  Olga  Maria  Kai- 
salahti, nee  Maijala,  was 
born  in  Liminga,  Finland  on 
March  31,  1888,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Greta  Mai- 
jala. She  came  to  New  York 
Mills  from  Finland  with  her 
parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kai- 
salahti were  married  in 
1911  in  New  York  Mills. 
They  farmed  in  Leaf  Lake 
township  until  they  moved 
into  the  village  in  1946.  She  ■„ 

died  in  1949.  Mr.  Kaisalahti  still  lives  here.  They  were 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Ernest,  who  is  married  to  Velora 
Hagel  and  they  live  in  Swensen,  Oregon. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHRISTOPHER  KIMBERLIN 

Christopher  Edman  Kimberlin  was  born  on  July  15, 
1854,  at  Garfield,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  married  to 


MR.  AND  MRS.  FRED  HENRY  AHLERS 

Fred  Henry  Ahlers  was  born  November  28,  1853,  in 
West  Bend,  Wisconsin,  on  the  farm  his  father,  Heinrich 
Ahlers,  homesteaded  that  same  year.  Heinrich  Ahlers 
had  come  from  Germany  in  1843.  Fred  Ahlers  married 
Sophie  Wilharms  (born  1854)  in  Wisconsin.  They  had 
seven  children:  Susan,  Lillian  (Mrs..  Carl  Augsbury), 
William  Henry,  John  B.,  Charles  H,  Dorothy  and 
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Walter  F.  They  are  all  deceased.  The  Ahlers'  home- 
steaded  an  80-acre  farm  in  Homestead  township  in  the 
late  1870's.  This  is  now  the  Peter  Lorenzen  farm.  In 
1885  he  added  another  80  acres  across  the  road  in 
Blowers  township;  this  is  now  owned  by  Harry  and 
Evelyn  Peterson.  He  also  bought  80  acres  on  old 
Highway  2  near  the  Clint  Stinar  farm.  Still  later  he 
bought  the  160-acre  farm  in  Homestead  which  is  now 
owned  by  a  great-grandson,  William  Peterson.  Besides 
farming  his  three  farms  he  had  a  threshing  rig  and 
hay  baler. 

Fred  quit  farming  about  1900  to  operate  a  general 
merchandise  store  in  town  located  where  the  Variety 
Store  is  now.  His  wife  and  son  Will  took  over  the 
Homestead  Store.  In  later  years  he  went  back  to  the 
farm  and  raised  bees  and  sold  large  quantities  of  honey. 
He  passed  away  February  28,  1936. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  AUGUST  NYLUND 


August  Nylund  was  born  in  Finland  in  1836  and  was 
married  to  Sophia  Tenhunen  of  Kuopio,  Finland. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom 
survived  infancy.  August  Ferdinand  was  born  in  Finland 
in  1867,  Felix  was  born  in  1872,  Lydia  (Mrs.  Andrew 
Piilola)  and  Victor,  who  died  in  childhood,  were  all 
born  in  Finland. 

Mr.  Nylund  came  first  to  Calumet,  Michigan,  and 
shortly  after  his  arrival  there  sent  for  his  family.  An- 
other daughter,  Hilma,  was  born  in  Calumet  in  1881. 
From  Calumet  the  family  moved  to  Minenapolis  where 
they  lived  until  1884.  It  was  in  Minneapolis  that  Mr. 
Nylund  first  published  his  newspaper  "Uusi  Kotimaa" 
(New  Homeland).  Knowing  that  a  large  number  of  Fin- 
nish settlers  were  making  New  York  Mills  their  home, 
he  came  to  New  York  Mills  and  decided  to  publish  his 
paper  here.  The  family  arrived  here  on  July  4,  1884, 
the  year  of  the  town's  incorporation.  The  "Uusi  Koti- 
maa" was  published  in  the  basement  of  the  Nylund 
home  which  was  located  south  of  the  railroad  tracks. 
Later  Mr.  Nylund  built  a  new  building  now  occupied 
by  the  Northwestern  Publishing  Company.  On  Novem- 
ber 25,  1884,  a  daughter,  Olga,  was  born  to  the  Nylunds. 
Miss  Olga  Nylund  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Piilola  still  make 
their  home  in  New  York  Mills. 

August  Nylund  passed  away  in  1892  and  his  sons, 
August  Jr.  and  Felix,  continued  to  publish  the  paper 
until  1918. 

August  Ferdinand  Nylund  was  married  to  Anna  Huh- 
tala  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Aileen, 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Wildeman  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  and 


Ellen,  Mrs.  Ralph  Graves,  of  Oakland,  California.  Mrs. 
Wildeman  has  three  sons  now  living  and  Mrs..  Graves 
has  two  daughters. 

August  Ferdinand  Nylund  passed  away  here  in  1911, 
Hilma  Nylund  died  in  Oakland,  California  in  1953,  and 
Felix  Nylund  passed  away  here  in  1954. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  WILLIAM  HENRY  AHLERS 


William  Henry  Ahlers  was  born  March  16,  1880,  in 
Homestead  township,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Ahlers. 
He  married  Lillian  Siers  in  Wadena  in  1908.  They 
bought  the  Homestead  store  that  same  year.  Evelyn  D. 
and  Willard  H.  were  born  there.  In  1913  they  sold  the 
store  to  John  Ahlers  and  rented  the  Christ  Olson  farm. 
In  January  of  1915  they  bought  80  acres  and  built  the 
buildings  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Peterson  (Evelyn).  Florence  passed  away  in  1916 
and  Willard  in  1923.  Their  second  family  of  two  more 
daughters,  Lillian  E.  (1925)  now  Mrs.  John  Hopponen 
and  Rose  M.  (1927)  now  Mrs.  Arlie  Niemala  were  born 
on  their  farm  in  Homestead.  In  1942  Will  sold  all  but 
13  acres  of  the  original  160-acre  farm  that  had  belong- 
ed to  his  father.  He  bought  another  40  acres  and  built 
a  new  home  which  is  still  owned  by  Mrs.  Will  Ahlers, 
Will  having  passed  away  in  1948. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  PETERSON 

Henry  Peterson  was  born  in  Finland,  December  28, 
1859.  He  came  to  New  York  Mills,  via  Brainerd,  in 
1880.  He  returned  to  Brainerd  to  work  as  a  painter 
in  the  "NP  car  shops"  until  1884.  He  was  married 
May  1,  1884,  to  Marion  Haikola,  who  was  born  in 
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Finland,  June  2,  1862.  They  came  to  New  York  Mills 
shortly  thereafter  and  bought  a  160-acre  farm  in  New- 
ton township  for  $1,000.00.  They  were  the  parents  of 
11  children:  Willie,  Hilma  (Mrs.  Jalmer  Neuvonen), 
Selma,  Martha  (Mrs.  Joe  Bekkala),  Aale,  August,  Anna, 
and  Lempi  (Mrs.  Lempi  Coulter  Raattama).  She  died 
in  1923  and  he  is  also  deceased. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  LEANDER  LAHTI 

Leander  Lahti  was  born  in  Kuusamo,  Finland,  in 
1867.  He  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1899.  Mrs.  Ulriika 
Lahti  was  also  born  in  Kuusamo.  She  came  to  New 
York  Mills  in  1890  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Lahti  in 
1891.  They  operated  a  farm  in  Deer  Creek  township 
all  of  their  lives.  She  died  in  1933  and  he  died  in 
1952.  They  were  the  parents  of  12  children.  Ten  are 
living,  they  are:  Ida,  Arthur,  Albert,  Aale,  Aldrich, 
Axel,  Reino,  August,  Saima  (Mrs.  Walter  Salo),  and 
Esther  (Mrs.  Louis  Anderson).  Andrew  and  Ina  are 
deceased. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  PETERSEN  SR. 


Henry  Petersen  Sr.  was  born  in  Denmark  on  January 
26,  1862.  Mrs.  Petersen  was  born  in  Sweden  on  Novem- 
ber 7,  1860.  They  were  married  in  Denmark  in  1884 
and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1885.  They  settled  on 


a  farm  in  Homestead  township  which  Mr.  Petersen 
operated  until  he  retired  about  12  years  ago.  Mr.  Peter- 
sen is  still  living,  but  Mrs.  Petersen  died  on  May  12, 
1943.  Their  children  are:  Harry  W.,  Henry,  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  Lowrie  (Jennie),  of  New  York  Mills;  Mrs. 
Harry  Lowrie  (Alma)  lives  at  Stewartville,  Minn.;  Mrs. 
Orville  Fairbanks  (Emma)  at  Agar,  South  Dakota;  Gust 
and  Albert  in  Montana;  Tillie  Blake  in  California;  Mrs. 
Stanley  Austin  (Ida)  and  Arthur  live  in  Seattle,  Wash. 
Mrs.  Ed  Casey  (Mary)  and  Ebby  of  this  community  are 
deceased.  Mr.  Petersen  has  47  grandchildren,  116  great- 
grandchildren and  three  great-great-grandchildren. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  ABRAHAM  JOHNSON 

Mrs.  John  Abraham  Johnson  was  born  in  Oulu,  Fin- 
land, Sept.  24,  1872,  the  daughter  of  John  Henry  and 
Margaret  Hendrickson  (Vehkapera)  and  was  christened 
Margaret  Sophia.  The  family  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1881  and  settled  in  South  Dakota.  In  1891  she  was 
married  to  John  Abraham  Johnson  in  Granite,  Montana, 
and  they  came  to  New  York  Mills  on  July  4,  1893.  They 
bought  the  farm  located  on  the  north  edge  of  the  vil- 
lage and  this  was  their  home  for  nearly  50  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  11  children:  Mamie  Amelia  (Mrs. 
M.  L.  Sondergaard),  Winnifred  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  George 
C.  Sweeney),  John  Ernest,  Sonia  Therese  (Mrs.  Hartvig 
L.  Anderson),  George  Rudolph,  Sophia  Lucina  (Mrs. 
John  P.  Lukens),  Edna  Cecelia  (Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Harris), 
Oscar  Henry,  Beulah  Catherine  (Mrs.  James  E.  O'Brien), 
Russell  Philip,  Kenneth  Byron.  Mrs.  Johnson  died  in 
1945  and  Mr.  Johnson  preceded  her  in  death. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  CHARLEY  A.  NAMPA 


Charley  A.  Nampa  was  born  in  Michigan  and  came 
to  New  York  Mills  with  his  parents  in  1882.  Mrs. 
Nampa,  nee  Johanna  Karhoja,  was  born  in  Kalvia,  Fin- 
land, in  1866.  She  died  during  the  flu  epidemic  in 
1918  and  he  died  two  years  later.  They  lived  on  the 
family  farm  located  %  mile  north  of  Heinola.  A  daugh- 
ter and  her  husband,  Florence  and  Ed  Kasma,  now  op- 
erate this  farm.  Their  children  were  Esther,  Hannah, 
Walter,  Florence,  Nelma,  Clara,  Carl.  Edna  died  as  a 
child. 
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HERMAN  THOMPSON 

Herman  Thompson  was  born  in  Laitala,  Finland, 
March  27,  1857,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Thomp- 
son who  were  farmers  in  Finland.  When  he  was  24 
years  old  he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  located  in 
Minneapolis  in  that  year  of  1881,  working  there  until 
1884  when  he  came  to  New  York  Mills  and  homesteaded 
a  farm  in  section  7  of  Newton  township.  Here  he 
lived  and  worked  as  a  general  farmer  until  his  death 
in  1910.  The  first  few  years  that  Mr.  Thompson  lived 
here  in  the  woods  were  filled  with  many  hardships.  He 
received  about  five  cents  per  pound  for  butter  and 
six  cents  per  dozen  for  eggs.  If  he  raised  a  200  pound 
hog  and  sold  it,  he  would  get  $5.00  for  it.  In  the 
winter  he  would  trap  muskrats  and  cut  cord  wood 
which  he  sold  in  New  York  Mills,  receiving  five  cents 
for  a  rat  skin  and  from  fifty  cents  to  a  dollar  for 
the  wood. 

In  August  1888,  he  was  married  to  Augusta  Blomberg. 
She  was  born  in  Norway,  August  14,  1870  and  had  come 
to  the  United  States  in  1886.  They  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Selma  O.  (Mrs.  Arthur  Ollie), 
John,  Herman,  Tina  (Mrs.  Tina  Bjorklund),  Evert, 
August,  Vernon,  and  Hilja  (Mrs.  Donald  Davis). 

After  his  death  she  married  William  Maki  in  1911. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Eino,  Andrew 
and  Edward.  William  Maki  died  February  14,  1916. 
Mrs.  Augusta  Maki  died  in  1959  at  the  age  of  89. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  KREKULA 

John  Krekula  was  the  son  of  Israel  and  Briita  Kre- 
kula.  Israel  Krekula  was  born  in  Tornio,  Finland, 
January  14,  1823,  his  wife  was  born  there  in  1822.  He 
died  here  in  1898  and  she  died  here  in  1883.  They 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1873,  settling  in  Han- 
cock, Michigan.  Their  son  John  was  with  them  having 
been  born  in  Finland.  They  came  to  New  York  Mills 
in  1879,  homesteading  a  farm  in  Otto  township.  John 
married  Maria  Niemela  and  continued  farming.  They 
were  the  paernts  of  Hilma  (Mrs.  Sigurd  Abrahamson), 
Edla,  Evelyn,  William,  Ludvig  and  Lillian  (Mrs.  William 
Ojala). 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  WIITAMAKI 

John  Wiitamaki  was  born  in  Finland  on  December 
19,  1869.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1883,  working 
for  some  time  in  the  mines  in  Eveleth  before  coming 
to  New  York  Mills.  He  first  purchased  80  acres  of 
land  about  three  miles  north  of  the  village  of  Bluffton. 
After  clearing  it  and  building  a  house  he  lived  there 
for  five  years  before  selling  it  and  buying  a  farm  in 
Newton  township.  In  1895  he  was  married  to  Amalia 
Heino  who  was  also  born  in  Finland.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  William,  Ida,  John, 
Alexander,  Arthur,  Herman,  Victor,  Saima,  Elina,  and 
Esther.  Mrs.  Wiitamaki  died  in  1934.  He  died  several 
years  later.  A  son,  Herman,  and  his  family  operate  the 
family  farm  at  this  time. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  PERNULA 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Pernula  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  anniversary  in  New  York  Mills  on  Sunday, 
June  14,  1959,  They  were  married  on  June  6,  1909,  by 
the  late  Rev.  J.  W.  Lahde.  Mrs.  Pernula  was  the  former 
Ida  Lepisto,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johan  Wilhelm 
Lepisto,  and  Mr.  Pernula  is  the  son  of  the  late  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacob  Pernula  who  homesteaded  south  of  New 
York  Mills.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Pernula  farmed  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Leaf  Lake  township  before  he  ac- 
cepted employment  in  the  village  in  1942.  They  were 
both  born  on  the  original  family  homesteads  in  this 
community.  Their  children  are  Ray  and  family  of 
Minneapolis,  Ralph  and  family  of  Lancaster,  California, 
and  Chester  and  family  of  Palmdale,  California. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  JACOB  OJALA 

Jacob  Ojala  was  born  in  1854  in  Yli-Vieska,  Finland. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1879,  settling  in  Upper 
Michigan  and  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  1886.  He  was 
married  to  Anna  Oman,  who  was  born  in  Norway  in 
1865  of  Finnish  parents.  They  were  married  in  Calu- 
met, Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ojala  have  both  passed 
away.  They  had  one  foster  son,  John  Arnold  "Turp" 
Anderson.  They  also  raised  two  other  children. 

Peter  William  Telin,  born 
in  Deer  Creek  township 
April  10,  1883.  Died  in  New 
York  Mills  in  1918.  Married 
to  Fannie  Austin  in  1914. 
One  daughter,  Vivian,  was 
born.  She  is  married  and 
resides  in  Minneapolis. 

Willie,  as  he  was  known 
to  his  friends,  was  a  printer 
and  a  musician.  He  learned 
the  printer's  trade  on  the 
old  New  York  Mills  Journal, 
and  later  operated  a  lino- 
type at  the  Uusi  Kotimaa 
plant.  In  music  he  played  a 
left-handed  violin;  in  the 
local  band  he  played  a  clari- 
net, and  for  several  years 
instructed  the  band.  Music 
was  his  natural  gift,  for  he 
was  able  to  play  piano  or 
any  other  instrument  before 
him.  In  local  baseball  he 
played  shortstop. 


WILLIAM  TELIN 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ANDERSON  (TOLVANIEMI) 

Andrew  Anderson  (Tolvaniemi)  was  born  in  Kuusamo, 
Finland,  in  1858.  Maria  Sofia,  his  wife,  was  born  in 
Finland  in  1859.  They  came  to  New  York  Mills  in  the 
1880's.  Mr.  Anderson  died  April  2,  1906,  and  Mrs.  And- 
erson died  December  30,  1930.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  sons,  William,  Andrew,  Ole,  Isaac,  Evert,  and 
August,  all  of  whom  have  passed  away.  Surviving  at  this 
time  are  widows  of  William,  Andrew  and  Isaac. 


JOHN  TOLPPI  SR.  FRANK  TOLPPI 

John  Tolppi,  father  of 
Sophia,  Frank  and  John  Os- 
car, was  born  November 
30,  1847,  in  Finland.  He 
came  to  Michigan  from  Fin- 
land in.  1873  and  to  New 
York  Mills  in  1882.  He  died 
?    July  28,  1933. 

Frank  William  Tolppi  was 
born  in  Blowers  township 
on  May  24,  1891.  He  is  a 
H         single  man  and  is  still  liv- 
1|         ing  on  the  old  family  home- 
stead in  Blowers. 


SOPHIA  TOLPPI 

Sophia  Evelyn  Tolppi  was  born  in  1877  in  Over  Tor- 
nio,  Sweden.  She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1890. 
She  was  married  to  Bert  Johnson  and  died  in  Vancou- 
ver, Washington  in  1915. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  OSCAR  TOLPPI 

John  Oscar  Tolppi  was  born  in  Blowers  township 
February  13,  1889.  He  was  the  son  of  pioneer  home- 
steaders, Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Tolppi.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Jennie  Gladys  Lofman  in  Brainerd  on  Nov- 
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ember  12,  1913.  Mrs.  Tolppi  was  born  December  4, 
1895  and  came  to  the  Pine  River  community  from  Fin- 
land in  1905.  They  were  the  parents  of  11  children: 
Gladys  Evelyn  (Mrs.  Sylvester  Hietala),  Edwin  J., 
Robert  A.,  Vernon  B.,  Wilbert  F.,  Howard  W.,  Calvin 
E.,  Herbert  J.,  Beatrice  H.,  Gordon  J.,  Thomas  T.  Seven 
of  the  sons,  Robert,  Vernon,  Wilbert,  Howard,  Herbert, 
Calvin,  and  Gordon  have  served  their  country  in  the 
armed  forces.  Calvin  is  at  present  in  Korea  and  Gor- 
don in  Germany  in  military  service.  Edwin,  Howard,  and 
Thomas  are  at  home,  Robert  is  in  Milwaukee,  Vernon 
in  Minneapolis,  Herbert  in  Gilbert  and  Wilbert  in 
Sebeka. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  JOHN  HENRIK  BARDEN  (PARTANEN) 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ISAAC  OMAN 


EVA  KATRINA 


MRS.  EVA  BARDEN 

John  Hendrik  Brden  (Partanen)  was  born  January 
27,  1846,  in  Alatornio,  Finland.  He  was  married  in 
Finland  to  Eva  Briita  Kasala  who  was  born  in  June 
1852  in  the  same  community.  They  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1872,  settling  first  in  Hancock,  Michigan,  be- 
fore coming  to  this  community  in  1877,  settling  on 
their  homestead  in  section  8,  Deer  Creek  township, 
where  they  lived  until  their  death.  She  died  March  20, 
1936.  He  died  in  1923.  Eva  Katrina  also  pictured  above 
is  the  first  girl  of  Finnish  parentage  to  be  born  in  this 
area.  She  was  born  on  the  family  homestead  on  August 
16,  1879.  Their  children:  Carl  John,  died  April  15, 
1947;  Mary  Johanna,  living  in  Minneapolis;  Fanny 
Matilda,  died  August  21,  1944;  Eva  Katrina  (Kate)  died 
May  28,  1953;  Peter  August,  died  April  22,  1957;  Henry 
Herman,  living  on  the  home  farm;  Frans  Oscar,  farm- 
ing here;  Edla  Fredricja,  living  here;  Hilda  Kristine, 
living  in  San  Francisco. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  HEPOLA 

Henry  Hepola  was  born  in  Finland,  September  8, 
1835.  He  was  married  there  in  1861  to  Lissie  Rajala 
who  was  born  January  16,  1836.  They  farmed  in  Finland 
until  1882,  when  they  came  directly  to  New  York  Mills 
after  arriving  in  the  United  States.  They  bought  a  farm 
in  Leaf  Lake  township. 

They  lived  there  for  35  years  until  he  sold  the  farm 
to  his  son-in-law,  Charles  Palo.  They  then  bought  a  farm 
in  Otto  township  which  he  farmed  until  his  death  in 
1896.  Mrs.  Hepola  then  sold  this  farm  and  bought  40 
acres  in  Newton  township  where  she  lived  until  she 
died  in  1916.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children: 
Jacob,  born  February  22,  1861  (deceased);  Henry,  born 
August  3,  1865  (deceased);  Caroline,  born  December 
6,  1870  (deceased);  Lizzie  (Mrs.  Charles  Palo),  Adolph, 
born  June  15,  1873. 


JOHN  OMAN 


WILLIAM  OMAN 


Pictured  above  is  four  generations  of  the  Isaac  Oman 
family.  Isaac  Oman  is  at  the  left,  in  the  center  is 
grandson  William  Pohtila  with  his  two  sons  William  and 
Harold,  at  the  right  is  Mr.  Oman's  daughter  Maria 
(Mrs.  Fred  Pohtila.  Isaac  (Isak)  Oman  was  born  in 
Finland  September  22,  1841.  Maria  Greta  Oman,  his 
wife,  was  born  January  18,  1843.  They  came  to  Calu- 
met, Michigan,  from  Norway  in  1865,  and  moved  to 
this  community  in  1888.  Mrs.  Oman  died  in  1916  and 
Mr.  Oman  in  1923.  They  had  seven  children:  Maria 
Johanna  (Mrs.  Fred  Pohtila),  who  died  in  1930;  John 
Oman,  born  March  15,  1874,  died  on  December  25, 
1904;  he  had  operated  a  store  in  New  York  Mills  with 
Olaf  Lien  and  had  been  village  treasurer  in  1890;  Henry 
Oman,  born  January  1878  and  still  lives  in  New  York 
Mills;  William  Oman,  born  1882  and  died  here  in  1947; 
Hilda  (Mrs.  Anselm  Pikkarainen),  born  in  1880  and 
died  in  Seattle,  Washington;  Peter  Oman,  born  1876  and 
died  1928;  Jacob  Oman,  born  1884  and  died  1903. 
William  Oman  was  married  to  Miss  Elda  Maria  Jacob- 
son,  who  died  in  1957.  Mr.  Oman  was  vice  president 
of  the  local  bank. 
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MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  WINDELS  SR. 


This  is  a  picture  of  the  Henry  Windels  Sr.  Homestead 
in  1885,  located  in  section  18  of  Blowers  township  just 
north  of  the  present  Clyde  Imsande  farm  buildings. 

Members  of  the  family  and  others  in  the  picture  are 
(from  left  to  right):  Max  Windels,  Alvin  Ehnert  (a 


HENRY  WINDELS  JR. 


nephew),  Fred  Kertscher  (Mrs.  Windels'  brother),  Mrs. 
Henry  Windels,  holding  Willie,  Augusta  (Mrs.  Fred 

Becker),  Fred,  Henry  Jr., 
Bert,  and  Frank.  The  home 
is  in  a  white  pine  grove.  The 
cattle  in  the  enclosure  are 
a  yoke  of  oxen  and  milk 
cows.  Mr.  Windels  was  in- 
ventive so  he  operated  his 
well  (shown  on  the  right  in 
the  picture)  with  a  crank. 
When  a  full  bucket  was 
cranked  up,  an  empty  buck- 
et went  down.  This  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  better 
well  systems. 

Miss  Mildred  Pendergrast 
taught  the  first  term  of 
school  in  former  district 
No.  220  in  the  Windels 
home  in  1892. 

Henry  Windels  Sr.  was  in- 
jured when  a  tree  fell  on 
him  and  passed  away  in  1884.  He  was  buried  in  a  plot 
which  later  became  the  school  yard  of  former  district 
No.  179.  It  is  now  part  of  the  Clarence  Lowrie  farm. 
He  and  others  buried  there  were  later  moved  to  the 
cemetery  in  New  York  Mills. 

Hilda  Catherine  Lyons, 
nee  Palo,  was  born  July  19, 
1866,  in  Sweden,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Gust  O.  and  Greta 
Palo.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1881  with 
her  father  and  oldest  sister. 
They  came  directly  to  New 
York  Mills  after  landing  in 
New  York  City.  Before  her 
marriage  she  worked  in 
Grand  Forks,  No.  Dak.,  for 
a  number  of  years.  Hilda 
Palo  married  Joseph  Lyons 
on  November  28,  1889,  at 
Grand  Forks,  No.  Dak.,  and 
he  died  there  in  1896.  After 
his  death  she  came  back  to 
New  York  Mills.  They  had 
no  children.  After  her  fath- 
er and  mother  died  she 
went  back  to  North  Dakota  and  worked  at  different 
places  until  1918  when  she  returned  to  New  York 
Mills.  She  made  her  home  here  until  her  death  in  1937. 


JACOB  ANDERSON  (PERNULA) 

Jacob  Anderson  (Pernula)  was  born  in  Finland  in 
1845.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Kreeta  Piekkola  of  Hai- 
luoto,  Finland.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
5  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1872,  settling  in  Calumet, 
Michigan.  In  1879  they  came  to  New  York  Mills,  settling 
on  a  120-acre  farm  which  they  purchased  from  the  rail- 
road company. 

A  son,  Jacob  Oscar  Anderson  (Pernula),  was  born  at 
Calumet,  Mich.,  in  1878  and  came  to  New  York  Mills 
with  his  parents.  He  married  Miss  Edla  Wakkinen  in 
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1911  and  they  were  the  parents  of  13  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Anderson  died  on  January 
3,  1938. 

Another  son,  John  Henry  Pernula,  has  his  biography 
listed  elsewhere  in  this  edition. 

A  daughter,  Mrs.  Charles  Bernu,  also  has  a  biography 
listed  elsewhere. 

Children  who  are  deceased  are  Ida,  Josephine,  Oscar. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  HENRIK  MARK 

Henrik  Mark  was  born  in  Sweden  of  Finnish  parents 
on  January  2,  1855,  and  was  married  to  Greta  Johanna 
Oman  who  was  born  in  Sweden  on  December  19,  1859. 

Two  children  were  born  to  them  in  Sweden:  John, 
the  present  mayor  of  New  York  Mills,  in  1886,  and 
Mary,  Mrs.  Fred  Trupukka,  in  1890. 

Mr.  Mark  came  to  New  York  Mills  from  Sweden  in 
1896.  He  worked  for  awhile  for  his  two  brothers, 
Charley  and  Peter,  who  were  among  the  first  Finnish 
immigrants  to  come  to  this  locality.  In  a  short  time 
he  sent  for  his  family  and  they  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Deer  Creek  township.  Mr.  Mark  died  in  1942  and  Mrs. 
Mark  died  in  1948. 

John  Mark,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henrik  Mark  was  married  by  the 
late  Rev.  Lahde  to  Lena  Johnson 
in  1912.  They  farmed  for  several 
years  and  also  lived  on  the  Iron 
Range  for  a  short  time.  They  be- 
gan operating  the  Merchants 
Hotel  in  the  mid-twenties  and  ran 
this  establishment  for  more  than 
20  years.  They  are  retired  and 
make  their  home  in  New  York 
Mills.  John  has  been  mayor  of 
New  York  Mills  for  about  26  of 
the  last  30  years. 


JOHN  MARK 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Trupukka  (Mary  Mark)  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  Walter  of  New  York  Mills,  Ed 
of  Buhl,  Arnold,  who  deceased,  Bernice  (Mrs.  Elmo 
Johnson),  and  Beulah  (Mrs.  Donald  Paine),  both  Oak- 
land, California. 


Matt  H.  Korkalo  was  born 
in  Kemijarvi,  Finland, 
March  28,  1871.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1890, 
settling  first  in  Republic, 
Michigan,  but  came  soon 
thereafter  to  New  York 
Mills.  He  was  married  to 
Susanna  Pajari  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  one  son, 
Evert.  She  died  in  1903.  In 
1904  he  married  Anna  Salmi 
who  passed  away  in  1924. 
They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children:  Mrs.  Matt 
Bernu  (Esther),  Mrs.  Anna 
Tuomi,  Mrs.  Howard  Bacon 
(Tyyne),  Mrs.  George  John- 
son (Alma,  and  Hubert.  In  1927  he  was  married  to 
Aliina  Takkinen  who  still  lives  in  New  York  Mills.  Mr. 
Korkalo  had  been  a  township  supervisor  in  Newton 
township  for  21  years,  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  held 
other  township  offices  for  10  years.  Mr.  Korkalo  died 
here  in  1958.  Mr.  Korkalo  had  also  been  an  active 
agent  for  Finnish  language  newspapers  in  the  United 
States. 


MATT  H.  KORKALO 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ESA  HOPPONEN 

Esa  Hopponen  was  born  in  Kivijarvi,  Finland,  on 
August  16,  1855.  His  wife,  Emma  Gustava  Niemela, 
was  born  in  Lohtaja,  Finland,  in  1859.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1883,  settling  first  in  Minneapolis  and 
then  coming  to  New  York  Mills  in  1885.  Mrs.  Hopponen 
came  directly  to  New  York  Mills  from  Finland  in  1885. 
They  were  married  here  that  same  year.  Mr.  Hopponen 
worked  for  a  brick  yard  during  his  short  stay  in  Min- 
neapolis. Upon  arriving  here  he  procured  work  in  a 
brickyard  that  was  located  just  north  of  the  village  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  the  new  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  Trupukka.  He  was  later  employed  by  the 
Northern  Pacific  railroad  and  was  section  foreman  for 
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38Mj  years.  Mr.  Hopponen  was  also  a  well-known 
masseur  in  this  area  and  filled  in  as  a  dentist  and  veteri- 
narian when  the  occasion  called  for  these  services.  It  is 
recalled  that  he  pulled  18  teeth  from  one  local  wcman 
and  that  she  felt  so  fine  afterwards  that  she  was  not 
even  aware  of  having  had  the  teeth  pulled  until  she 
started  to  eat  her  breakfast.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  two  of  whom,  Amelia  and  Hulda,  died  in 
infancy.  Remaining  children  are  Hilma,  Victor,  Jalmar, 
Hilda,  Hanna,  Hilja  and  Vivi.  Victor,  who  still  lives 
here,  is  cne  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the  village,  who 
was  born  in  the  village.  Mrs.  Hopponen  died  December 
29,  1929,  and  Mr.  Hopponen  died  February  26,  1938. 


and  later  operated  a  threshing  rig  in  the  New  York 
Mills  area  for  ten  years.  In  1913  the  family  moved  to 
Virginia,  Minn.,  where  Mr.  Anderson  had  a  furniture 
and  undertaking  business.  They  retired  and  came  to 
New  York  Mills  in  1919.  He  served  as  mayor  of  the 
village  for  several  terms  in  the  1920's.  He  died  March 
27,  1948,  and  his  wife  preceded  him  in  death  in  1934. 
Their  children  are:  Selma  Ala  Erdahl,  Florida;  Sophia 
Hanninen  Hyry,  deceased;  Andrew,  Hjalmer,  Carl,  Ina, 
and  Leonard,  all  deceased;  August  of  New  York  Mills; 
William  of  Virginia,  Minn.;  Fannie  Wilander,  Duluth; 
Fritz  of  Minneapolis,  and  Lempi  (Mrs.  W.  J.  Perala) 
of  New  York  Mills. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  JACOB  HOLT 

Jacob  Holt  was  born  March  30,  1873  in  Vahakyro, 
Finland.  He  came  to  America  in  1891,  working  in  New 
York  City  until  1893,  when  he  came  to  New  York  Mills. 
In  1900  he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Homestead  township 
which  was  his  permanent  home.  He  was  married  in 
1903  to  Miss  Sofia  Ranta.  To  them  were  born  four  sons 
and  seven  daughters.  One  son  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years. 

Mrs.  Holt  was  born  in  Vahakyro,  Finland  in  1878.  She 
came  to  America  in  1897,  living  in  New  York  City  until 
she  was  married. 

Mr.  Holt  died  March  16,  1942. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  OSCAR  ANDERSON 

Marie  Emilia  Hongell  was 
born  April  13,  1861,  at  Kok- 
kola,  Finland.  She  came  to 
New  York  Mills  in  1880  and 
was  employed  in  the  Olds 
Store,  present  Corner  Cafe, 
for  some  time.  She  spoke 
only  Swedish  so  moved  to 
Brainerd  to  work  as  a  seam- 
stress. She  was  married 
there  in  1882  to  Oscar  (Asi- 
ala)  Anderson.  Oscar  An- 
derson was  born  Jan.  17, 
1860,  at  Kemijarvi,  Finland. 
MRS.  OSCAR  ANDERSON  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1879.  He  worked  in  Minneapolis  and  Brainerd. 
After  his  marriage  they  moved  to  Menahga  to  farm 


MATT  I.  THOMPSON 


Matthew  I.  Thompson 
(Telin)  was  born  in  Holmes 
City,  Minnesota,  March  24, 

1878.  He  came  with  his  par- 
ents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivar  Te- 
lin, to  this  community  in 

1879.  He  was  married  to 
Carrie  Ransom  in  1899  and 
they  were  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Matthew, 
Dillon,  Montana;  A  1  d  e  n, 
who  died  in  Dillon  in  1956, 
and  Elfa  of  Butte,  Montana. 
Alden  had  been  county  as- 
sessor in  Dillon.  He  was 
married  a  second  time  in 
1913  to  Miss  Laura  Peter- 
son in  Avard,  Oklahoma. 
She  died  in  1955,  Mr. 
Thompson   published  the 

New  York  Mills  Journal  in  this  community  in  the  early 
part  of  the  century.  He  has  also  been  a  publisher  in 
other  communities  such  as  Tombstone,  Arizona;  Avard, 
Oklahoma;  Long  Prairie  and  Glencoe,  Minnesota,  and 
for  30  years  published  the  Utah  Labor  News  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  He  is  also  a  past  president  of  the  Utah  State 
Federation  of  Labor,  a  post  he  held  for  seven  consecu- 
tive terms.  In  the  summer  of  1959  he  is  making  his 
home  once  again  in  New  York  Mills.  Mr.  Thompson  is 
also  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  HERMAN  MARQUARDT 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Marquardt  moved  from  Wis- 
consin to  a  farm  in  Otter  Tail  township  in  the  early 
1880's.  Their  daughter,  Mamie  (Mrs.  George  Almy)  was 
born  there. 

The  Marquardts,  who  are  both  deceased,  had  seven 
children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Ottis  and 
Mrs.  George  Almy  of  New  York  Mills,  and  Ernest  of 
Duluth. 

Mamie  was  first  married  to  Grant  Cooley,  who  pass- 
ed away  in  1911.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Lawrence  of  New  York  Mills,  Edgar  of 
Minneapolis,  Gladys  (Mrs.  Ford  Holly),  now  deceased, 
Opal,  Mrs.  Art  Hoff  of  Perham,  and  Arvilla,  Mrs.  Ervin 
Wells  of  Crookston, 

Ottis  Marquardt,  who  makes  his  home  with  his  son, 
Chester,  has  two  other  living  children,  Merle  of  Regina, 
Canada  and  Myrtle  (Mrs.  Leslie  Curtis)  of  Seattle,  Wash. 
One  son,  Donald,  is  deceased. 
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MR.  AND.  MRS.  GUSTAV  KASTAMA 

Gustav  Kastama  was  born  in  Finland,  October  22, 
1862.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Finland  after 
which  he  went  to  sea  for  two  years.  Coming  to  the 
United  States  he  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  and  served 
for  eight  years.  He  also  became  a  citizen  at  that  time. 
In  1892  he  went  to  work  in  the  gold  mines  in  the  Black 
Hills  of  South  Dakota.  Here,  in  1897,  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Josephine  Tuomela  of  Deer  Creek  township. 
Mrs.  Kastama  was  born  in  Finland  on  April  20,  1872. 
She  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Andrew  Tuomela,  in  1874.  In  1895  she  went  to 
South  Dakota  where  she  was  employed  until  she  mar- 
ried Gustav  Kastama  in  November  1897.  After  their 
marriage  they  returned  to  this  community  and  moved 
onto  her  parents'  farm.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
boys,  three  of  whom  have  died.  Remaining  children  are 
Gustav,  farming  near  Ponsford;  Andrew,  living  on  the 
home  farm,  Caleb  in  Minneapolis  and  Henry  in  Minne- 
apolis. They  are  both  deceased. 

Juho  Walimaa,  father  of 
John  Walimaa,  was  born  on 
the  Swedish  side  of  the 
Tornio  river  in  1830  of 
Finnish  parentage.  He  was 
married  in  Sweden  to  Eva 
Kauppila  and  they  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1856. 
Mr.  Walimaa  had  been  com- 
missioned to  find  home- 
steads for  the  Finnish  peo- 
ple of  his  homeland  so  he 
travelled  quite  extensively 
during  those  early  years. 
These  travels  brought  him 
first  to  Pennsylvania,  then 
to  Michigan,  Cokato  and 
Minneapolis,  and  then  to 
Pendleton,  Oregon.  He  set- 
tled in  New  York  Mills  on  a 
120-acre  farm  in  1898.  He  had  also  owned  a  homestead 
in  Cokato  for  a  short  while  in  1865.  He  returned  to 
Sweden  in  1910  and  died  there.  His  wife  had  preceded 
him  in  death. 

John  Walimaa  and  Charles  Walimaa  were  the  two 
sons  of  the  elder  Walimaas.  John  was  born  in  Minne- 
apolis in  1871  and  was  married  to  Liisa  Pitkaaho  in 
1902  in  New  York  Mills.  They  operated  the  home 
farm  until  their  deaths.  Their  children  are  Martha 
(Mrs.  Jodie  Bartlett),  Mary  (Mrs.  John  Hoyhtya),  Hilja 
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CHARLES  PIHLAJA 


(Mrs.  Art  Axelson)  and  William.  The  first  Mrs.  Walimaa 
died  in  1915  and  he  later  married  Amanda  Jaaski,  who 
died  in  1933.  He  died  in  1942. 

A  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Ahto  Ruikka  (Alice),  lives 
with  her  family  in  Otto  township.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Mattila  (Martha  Walimaa).  Mr. 
Mattila  was  a  barber  and  had  been  in  business  in  New 
York  Mills  in  the  1920's  and  early  30's, 

Charles  Pihlaja  was  born 
in  Toholampi,  Finland,  Au- 
gust 11,  1872.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  with  his 
parents,  Sakris  and  Amalia 
Pihlajavaara,  in  1892.  They 
settled  in  Calumet,  Mich., 
coming  shortly  thereafter  to 
a  farm  in  Bluffton  township. 
After  his  marriage  to  Elina 
Pelto,  they  went  to  Calu- 
met,  Michigan,   where  he 
worked  as  a  carpenter.  In 
1901  they  came  back  to  this 
community,  and  lived  on  a 
farm  in  Blowers  township 
for  a  number  of  years.  He 
has   served   on  various 
boards  in  the  township  and 
for  organizations.    At  pre- 
sent he  is  making  his  home  in  New  York  Mills  with 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Richard  Jacobson  Sr.    Children  are 
Lillian  (Mrs.  Richard  Jacobson  Sr.),  Effie  (Mrs.  Earl  Mc- 
Clellan),  Edna  (Mrs.  Jess  Swenson),  Viola  (Mrs.  Dan 
Hawlish),  and  Bert,  and  Ida   (Mrs.  Olaf  Pary)  and 
Charles,  both  deceased. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  HERMAN  AUGUST  PERALA 

Herman  August  Perala  was  born  July  28,  1873,  at 
Kuivaniemi,  Finland.  He  came  directly  to  New  York 
Mills  from  Finland  in  1880.  In  1894  he  was  married  to 
Susan  Huttu  who  was  born  in  Kuivaniemi  on  January  6, 
1873,  and  had  come  to  New  York  Mills  in  1878.  Mr. 
Perala  worked  at  Tower,  Minn.,  in  1886-1887  and  as  a 
gold  miner  in  Lead,  South  Dakota,  in  1898-99,  and  in 
Leadville,  Colorado,  in  1906-07.  The  rest  of  the  time 
they  operated  a  farm  in  Otto  township.  He  died  in 
1920  and  she  in  1919.  Their  children:  Mayme  Heller, 
deceased;  Walter  J.  Perala,  New  York  Mills;  William 
E.  Perala,  deceased;  Esther  Johanson,  Minneapolis; 
Philip  H.,  New  York  Mills;  Lempi  Perala,  Everett, 
Washington;  Martha  G.  Crooks,  Ana  Cortes,  Washinton; 
Alma  Walton,  Woodland,  Washington;  Harold,  deceased; 
Arnold,  Minneapolis. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  JACOB  PERALA 

Jacob  Perala  was  born  in  Finland  in  1837.  Mrs. 
Perala,  nee  Kaisa  Ylitalo,  was  born  in  Finland  in  1847. 
They  came  to  New  York  Mills  from  Finland  in  1883 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Otto  township.  Mr.  Perala 
farmed  and  also  worked  on  the  railroad.  Their  child- 
ren: Emil  N,  John  J.,  Herman  A.,  Walter,  Hilda,  all 
deceased;  remaining  children  are  Andrew  A.,  living  in 
New  York  Mills,  Anna  K.  Maki,  living  in  Yakima,  Wash., 
and  Charles  H.,  living  in  New  York  Mills. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hans  C.  Hanson    6 

Jacob  Hepokoski    31 

Adolph  Hepola    10 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hepola    41 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mikko  Hintsala    10 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Holt    44 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Esa  Hopponen    43 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Hoyhtya    33 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hyrynkangas   18 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erick  Jaakola    14 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matt  Jaakola    14 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kalle  Jaaska    5 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  August  Jacobson   23 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  William  Jacobson    30 

Mrs.  Amelia  Johnson    19 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Esa  Johnson    5 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustaf  Alfred  Johnson    9 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Abraham  Johnson    38 

Kristine  (Pederson)  Johnson    19 

Mrs.  Mary  Jokela    12 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Peter  Jyrkas    35 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abram  Kaisalahti   36 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Kaisalahti    36 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander  Karhoja    20 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustaf  Karvonen    10 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gustav  Kastama    45 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aatu  Kela    24 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Kertscher    35 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Kerttu    11 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christopher  Kimberlin    36 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matt  Kiviaho    31 

Kiminki  and  Saari  Families    31 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathis  J.  Koller    23 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Victor  Komulainen    8 

Matt  H.  Korkalo    43 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Korpi    9 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Koste    12 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Krekula    39 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Lahde    25 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Leander  Lahti    38 

Charles  Lakso   2 

rMr.  and  Mrs.  Johan  Wilhelm  Lepisto    18 

Mrs.  Alice  Lund    26 

Hilda  Katherine  Lyons   42 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franz  Herman  Maasch    35 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Maijala    30 

Manley  and  Ollila  families   30 

Alfred  Mansikka    19 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henrik  Mark    43 

John  Mark    43 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Marquardt    44 

Olof  Matala    32 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hendrik  Matti   9 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abram  Mattila    3 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Mattson    11 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  McKee    27 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Miller    27 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  August  Theodor  Mischke   33 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erick  Muckala    28 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Mursu    32 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charley  A.  Nampa    38 

Ed  Nelson   17 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Neuvonen    32 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matt  Nikkari    7 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  John  Nissi    4 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  August  Nylund    37 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Ojala    40 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Ollikain    28 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christ  Olsen    31 

Mrs.  Frances  Olsen   26 

Oman  Family    41 

Mr.  Oppegard    28 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Pajari    35 

Olaf  Pajari  Sr,  Family    6 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sakarias  Pajunpaa   22 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Abram  Peltoniemi    17 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  August  Perala    45 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Perala   45 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Perala    39 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E,  G.  Peterson    3 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Peterson    37 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Petersen  Sr   38 

Charles  Pihlaja    45 

Oscar  and  Sofia  Pikkarainen    23 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Pohtila    33 

Peter  Raattama    22 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  Rand    16 

Fred  Reynolds    31 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Walter  W.  Reynolds    33 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Rimpila    5 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Rogers   7 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  August  Rousu   34 

Adolph  and  Greta  Ruikka    21 

Gustaf  Adolph  Ruikka    21 

Gust  and  Hannah  Ruikka    21 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Ruohola    31 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Salo    24 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Salo    5 

Greta  Fraki  Sandbank    13 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Seppala    32 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  August  Sillanpaa    10 

A.  J.  Sitz   25 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Daniel  Smith    16 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Smith   8 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  Stebe    33 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clinton  R.  Stinar    20 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eric  Strolberg    16 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Peter  Strohmenger    29 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Suomela    2 

Abraham  Herman  Takkinen   24 

Mrs.  Miina  Tapio    24 

Bruno  Oscar  Telin    34 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Telin    8 


CORRECTION:— 

In  the  obituary  of  Mrs.  Amelia  Johnson  on  page  19 
Mrs.  Esther  Lauley  of  Virginia  is  listed  as  the  only 
surviving  daughter.  This  should  also  include  Mrs.  John 
Gabrielson  (Olga)  who  is  now  living  at  Grants  Pass, 
Oregon. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivar  Telin    8 

William  Telin    40 

Herman  Thompson    39 

Matt  I.  Thompson    44 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Tikkanen    29 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olaf  Tikkanen    7 

Tolppi  Family    40 

David  Tullus  Jr   35 

Henry   T.   Turner    26 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Tuomela    33 

Liisa  Wakkinen    4 

John  Walimaa    45 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Wapola    3 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Wick    11 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Santeri  Wiirre    21 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wiitamaki    39 

R.  A.  Williams   25 

Archie  D.  Wilson    12 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Mace  Wilson    13 

Henry  Windels  Jr   42 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Windels  Sr   42 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Fletcher  Wood    23 

Mrs.  Alice  E.  Young    26 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


SECTION  III 


Businessmen's  Row  in  the  Year  1902  in  New  York  Mills 


The  above  row  of  buildings  faced  on  Front  street  (now  also  Highway  10)  in  about  the  year  1902.  Note 
the  kerosene  street  light  on  the  corner.  A  big  white  way  light  is  now  located  there  as  well  as  the  highway 
signal  lights.  That  is  the  corner  of  Front  street  and  Main  street.  The  building  on  the  corner  is  the  pre- 
sent Corner  Cafe  building.  The  second  building  is  Bob's  Fairway  Store,  the  third  building  (brick)  was 
the  former  P.K.M.  and  Tingum  hardware  store  building  now  owned  by  Karvonen  and  Son.  A.  J.  Sitz  had 
a  hardware  store  in  this  location  at  that  time.  The  balance  of  the  buildings  on  the  block  were  burned 
in  the  big  fire  of  1905. 


This  advertising  section  gives  a  view  of  the  appearance  of  the  business  places  in  our  community 
in  this  Diamond  Jubilee  Year  of  1959  —  a  modern  history  of  business  in  New  York  Mills.  These  adver- 
tisers have  also  assisted  in  the  publication  of  this  book  by  helping  to  underwrite  part  of  the  costs  of 
publication  for  which  the  editors  and  publisher  are  grateful. 


Mills  Co-op 
Locker  Plant 


EMPLOYEES  PICTURED 

Charley  Amberg,  Manager,  Merle 
Wallgren  and  George  Wallgren. 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Walter  E.  Johnson,  president; 
John  Braukmann,  vice  president; 
Verner  Anderson,  secretary-treas- 
urer; Henry  R.  Petersen;  William 
Meyer;  Walter  Steinbach;  Jeff  Tik- 
kanen. 


MILLS  CAFE 


John  and  Elma  Hill 


Restaurant  and  Sauna 


MILLS  MOTORS 

Case  Farm  Implements  -  Jamesway  Equipment 
Maytag 

Walter  Windels  (pictured)  and  Harley  Windels 


Farmers  and  Merchants  State  Bank 

OF  NEW  YORK  MILLS,  INC. 

Pictured  as  it  appeared  in  1916  at  time  of  incorporation 


Interior  view  of  bank  in  1959 


ELLINGSON  VARIETY  STORE 


HAZEL  AND  BERNIE  ELLINGSON 


BOB'S  FAIRWAY  MARKET 

Robert  and  Arberta  Grieger 


EDDIE'S  CAFE 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Milbrandt 


LUTHERAN  BROTHERHOOD 


T.  H.  Mikkelsen,  General  Agent 


Roger  Knudtsen,  Agent 


Ole  Heino,  Local  and  Long  Distance  Hauling 


DUTCH'S  STANDARD  SERVICE 

Harold  Windels,  Owner 
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ELMER'S  PLACE 

Elmer  Johnson,  Owner 

PETERSON-BIDDICK  COMPANY 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmund  Matti 
Farm  Supply  Store 


P.  K.  M.  and  Co 


STEBLAY  DRUG  STORE 

John  J.  Steblay,  R.  Ph. 


DR.  R.  J.  MORSTAD 

Dentist 

Office  in  Farmers  &  Merchants  State  Bank  Building 


Mills  Farmers 
Elevator 


EMPLOYEES 

Standing,  right  to  left:  Melvin 
Paavola,  manager,  Morris  Perna, 
Anselm  Savela,  Melvin  Frost,  Wal- 
lace Asmund. 

Kneeling:  Hugo  Nara  and  Ken- 
neth Niemela. 


Board  of  Directors 

Left  to  right:  Melvin 
Paavola,  manager,  and 
board  members  Toivo 
Johnson,  Jeff  Tikkanen 
(pres.),  Arnold  Korpi 
(vice-pres.),  William 
Smith,  Herman  Wand- 
eri,  William  Pajari,  Ver- 
n  e  r  Anderson  (sec'y- 
treas.)- 


Hi-Way  Auto  and  Implement  Company 


Office  of 

DR.  E.  C.  HANSON 

PHYSICIAN  AND  SURGEON 


IRV'S  GROCERY 


Irvin  Fraki,  Proprietor 


New  York  Mills  Co-op.  Creamery  Assn. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Seated  at  table,  reading  from  left  to  right:  Leo  Klinnert,  president;  Art  Mohs,  vice- 
president;  Roy  Isaacson,  secretary;  Raymond  Huwe.  Standing  are:  Dale  Janke,  Roy 
Hammer,  Arnold  Bramsen,  manager;  Art  Amberg. 


EMPLOYEES 

Standing  in  back  are:  Arnold  Bramsen,  manager,  Rodney  Lepisto,  Peter 
Hoyhtya,  Roger  Curtis,  Walter  Dresser.  Standing  in  front  are:  Victor 
Maki,  Anne  Tumberg,  Lloyd  Rothiger. 


LEPISTO  APPAREL 


Neiv  York  Mills 


Your  Family  Clothier  and  Shoeist 


RUSSELL  LEPISTO 


Proprietor 


GAMBLE  STORE 


Ervin  and  Lila  Keskinen 


Hardware  and  Automotive  Supplies 
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JIM'S  BARBER  SHOP 


James  Perala,  Prop. 


(Steven  Olsen  in  barber  chair) 


Karvonen  and  Son 


Furniture  and  Appliance 


Harold 
Karvonen 


Yalmer 
Karvonen 


Ambulance  and 
Funeral  Service 

A  Service  of  Dignity 
Priced  to  Suit  Every  Need 


Chapel 


1959  -  Our  32nd  Year 

SERVING  THIS  AREA  WITH 
OLD  FASHIONED  FRIENDLINESS 


Two  Generations  of  Service 
to  This  Area 


Ideal  Bakery 

Dick  and  Dot  Houtkooper 


NIKKARI  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

William  Nikkari 
Insurance  -  Notary  Public 
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DERTINGER  EVERGREEN 

Christmas  Decorations 
Ray  Dertinger,  left,  Mrs.  Dertinger,  extreme  right 


WALT'S  REPAIR  SHOP 

Walter  Jokela,  Prop. 
Walter  Jokela,  Ed  Amberg 
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ARNOLD  PORKKONEN 

Insurance  Agency 
Established  1959 


Jim  Larson  FORD 


YORK  INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


Viking  Garden  Tractors 


Viking  Boat  Trailers 


Yalmer  Karvonen,  Mgr.  -  Bernard  Anderson,  Foreman 


MUCKALA  ELECTRIC  SERVICE 


Gerald  Muckala 


Hintz 
Manufacturing 

PONTOON  BOATS 
&  CATAMARANS 

Lionel  Hintz,  Prop. 


HAROLD  LUCKING 

Attorney  At  Law 
Office  in  Farmers  &  Merchants  State  Bank  Building 


ERV'S  EAST  SIDE  SERVICE 

Ervin  Siegfried,  Prop. 

Melvin  Jyrkas,  Erv  Sigfried,  Henry  Teberg 
Established  1934 
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MOREY'S  SURPLUS  STORE 

Clothing  and  Shoes 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Morey 


MISCHKE'S  WEBB  SERVICE 

Lester  Mischke,  Prop. 
Established  November  1,  1948 


CO-OP     SERVICES,  INC. 


Co-op  Services,  Inc.  store  building  as  it  appeared  immediately  before  the  re- 
modeling started  in  1959.  As  this  book  is  being  published  the  new  Co-op 
Shopping  Center  is  about  half  done. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Seated,  left  to  right:  John  Hintsala,  treasurer;  Verner  Anderson,  secretary; 
Arnold  Korpi,  president;  William  Meyer,  vice-president. 

Standing,  left  to  right:  Jack  Witt,  manager,  Abner  Hentila,  Arnold  Selander, 
Edwin  Dittman. 


THOMPSON'S  S  AND  Q  STORE 

Marge  and  Harold  Thompson 


Hardware 


ERNEST  NISKALA,  BARBER 


HUGH  MELLIN 

Cleaning  and  Tailoring 


KAMPSULA  FUNERAL  HOME 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Kampsula 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Kampsula 


GAYLORD  MATSON 

Local  and  Long  Distance  Hauling 
Gaylord  Matson  pictured  with  cap 


SPORTSMANS'  BAR 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Boyne 


EAST  OTTER  TAIL  TELEPHONE  COMPANY 


Fritz  Carlund,  manager  of 
the  New  York  Mills  exchange 
for  the  company,  standing  by 
one  of  the  exchange's  automatic 
relay  cabinets. 


Royale  Arvig  (left),  president  of  the  company,  is  shown 
accepting  a  check  in  the  amount  of  $212,809.41  from  R.  W. 
Mars  of  the  Telephone  Division  of  R.E.A.  The  check  represents 
the  proceeds  of  the  R.E.A.  loan  for  the  construction  of  the 
New  York  Mills  exchange.  —  Photograph  taken  June  7,  1955. 
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The  new  Exchange  building 
and  office  in  New  York  Mills. 


C.  J.  KLEIN,  STANDARD  OIL  AGENT 

Clarence  Klein,  Kenneth  Wallgren 


BOLMGREN  ELECTRIC  SERVICE 

Commercial  and  REA  Farm  Wiring 
Al  Bolmgren 


WILSON  LUMBER  COMPANY 

Richard  Wilson,  Owner 


FINNISH  TOWNSHIP  MUTUAL 
FIRE  INSURANCE  CO. 

Back  row:   Matt  Wirkkala,  pres.,   Arnold  Porkkonen. 
Front  row:    Jack  Ylitalo,  Henry  Madison,  Matt  Pulju, 
John  Tolppi. 


DR.  H.  T.  LEGRIED,  VETERINARIAN 

Complete  Line  of  Drugs  and  Supplies 


New  York  Bottling  Company 


Howard  Oman,  Proprietor 


Lund  Meta! craft,  Inc. 


Manufacturers  of  Lund  Aluminum  Boats 


HINTSALA  IMPLEMENT  AND  SEED 

Ed  Hintsala  and  Son 

Established  1940 
Allis-Chalmers  Tractors  and  Farm  Implements 
Cash  Buyer  of  Seeds 


FRITZ'S  GENERAL  MDSE. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Fritz 


Northwestern  Publishing  Company 


Standing,  left  to  right:  Mavis  Billington,  Alma  Lundquist,  Laura  Riippa,  Edward  Riippa,  Russell 
Parta,  Eero  Latvala,  Lillian  Kauppi,  June  Parta. 

Kneeling,  left  to  right:    Raymond  Salmela,  Dudley  Fraki,  Robert  Parta. 


Northwestern  Publishing  Company  publishes  the 
New  York  Mills  Herald,  Russell  and  June  Parta 
editors,  and  the  Minnesotan  Uutiset,  Edward  Riippa 
editor.  Russell  Parta  is  the  publisher. 


Northwestern  Publishing  Company  Building 


